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CHRISMAN – The plan 
to build a pipeline between 
Paris and Chrisman for the 
sale of water cleared another 
hurdle Monday, March 4.

Andy Keiser of Fehr Gra-
ham Engineering & Envi-
ronmental presented what 
he described as a short-form 
agreement to the Chrisman 
City Council and recom-
mended approval of the doc-
ument.

“For the City of Paris to 
get the project moving, it 
needs this agreement to hire 
an engineering firm to do a 
study,” said Keiser.

The short-form agreement 
puts the price tag of build-
ing the pipeline north from 
the Horace-Brocton Road 
to the Chrisman water tow-
er at $604,000. Paris already 
had plans to take a line north 
to supply water to The Eq-
uity’s feed mill operation at 
Horace. Extending the line 
from that point is an add-on 
to the project.

Keiser said Paris is build-
ing the line and is responsible 
for maintenance and Chris-
man will reimburse Paris 
over a period of time for the 
construction cost. He added 
Paris plans to seek financing 
through a special Illinois 

Environmental Protection 
Agency loan program that is 
often accompanied by a loan 
forgiveness of between 40 
and 75 percent. 

Loan forgiveness is not 
guaranteed, but it will mean 
a substantial savings for 
Chrisman if it does occur.

Keiser said from a profes-
sional standpoint this is a 
good solution to Chrisman’s 
ongoing water problems. 

“You are still failing the ar-
senic level,” he said. 

A February spike in ni-
trites caused the city to post 
a warning not to give city 
water to infants or use it to 
mix formula. A recent test 

showed the nitrites levels 
dropped to prior levels but 
the water continues to have 
high amounts of ammonia.

“Your plant’s got some age 
on it. The filters are old, and 
the controls are old,” said 
Keiser. “The money you are 
spending with Paris is cheap-
er than a new plant.”

Chrisman city water com-
missioner Rodney Wolfe 
agreed. He estimated a new 
water treatment plant ca-
pable of resolving the city’s 
water issues would cost in 
excess of $1 million. 

Keiser doubted construc-
tion will start this year. He 
said the deadline for the EPA 

loan program has already 
passed although there is 
sometimes a second letting 
in the fall if all of the mon-
ey was not used in the first 
round. 

Mayor Dan Owen made 
his position clear.

“You guys know we have 
problems with the water,” 
said Owen. “This is the fast-
est and cheapest solution.”

On the vote to accept the 
short-form agreement, only 
commissioner Rick Jenness 
voted no. Commissioners 
Wolfe, Jerry Hoult, Tim 
Owen and Mayor Dan Owen 
voted yes.

Chrisman turns the tap
Water pipeline gathers momentum, Chrisman City Council approves first document

See WATER, Page 8A

THE SIGNATURE OF A METEORITE

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

This object has all the telltale signs of being a meteorite: fusion crust caused by the outer layer melting as a result 
of friction with the atmosphere; regmaglypts, which are small depressions in the surface like thumbprints in wet 
clay; density, at more than seven pounds it is heavier than common rocks of the same dimensions; it is magnetic 
because of the iron-nickle composition. Meteorites are divided into three main categories with further subdivisions 
depending on a variety of factors. Charlie Glick plans to arrange for scientific testing to learn more about this visi-
tor from outer space.

BY ALLEN ENGLEBRIGHT
The Prairie Press

Antique auto dealers across the 
U.S. know Charlie Glick. That’s his 
specialty – antique autos that date 
back to the 1920s and earlier.

He’s also a collector of World War 
I and World War II military weapon-
ry and considered an expert in that 
field as well.

 One thing he is not, he’ll admit, 
is an authority on meteorites. More 
accidental than by design, the man 
proudly possesses one. Several 
knowledgeable people have told him 
it could be unique and possibly valu-
able.

The meteorite is black as the ace of 
spades, slightly magnetic and dense. 
It’s roughly the size of a grapefruit 
and weighs 7.2 pounds, or if one 
asks, 3,256.l grams. For its volume, 
it’s heavy. The content is mostly 

nickel, some iron and a dab of rock.
Glick spent several years growing 

up in southeast Texas just a stone’s 
throw from the 
Rio Grande.  He 
often returns to 
visit relatives and 
speaks fluent Span-
ish. It was there 
in approximately 
1961 that his older 
brother David dis-

covered the meteorite in a rock pile 
next to their driveway in Mission, 
Texas. The black rock stood out like 
a sore thumb in the pile of caliche, 
which is a cheap grade of white, san-
dy limestone found in dry climates.  

The local school’s science teacher 
identified it as a meteorite. So, too, 
did the science department at Pan 
American University. It was dug in 
a caliche quarry, loaded into a dump 
truck and hauled, then dumped for 
driveway rock. The Rio Grande Val-
ley is well known for caliche roads 
and driveways.

Mystery meteorite
Stony visitor from outer 
space may hold answers 
to puzzle

See ROCK, Page 8A

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Charlie Glick holds a possible dino-
saur killer in his hands. One meteor-
ite expert he spoke with said given 
where this rock was found in Texas it 
may be part of the six-mile Chixlulub 
asteroid that smashed into the Earth 
near the Yucatan Peninsula approxi-
mately 65 million years ago leading 
to the abrupt end of the Cretaceous 
Period and the age of dinosaurs.

ON  
PAGE 12A
In the impact 
zone of 
Earth’s most 
destructive 
meteorite

Revamped Bee Well 
community garden 
about ready to go

Ready, 
set, grow

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@praririepress.net

The Bee Well Coalition finally 
had some good news regarding a 
new community garden site on 
Union Street.

Warren Sperry reported meet-
ing with Prospect Bank officials 
and being assured the garden site, 
which is owned by the bank, will 
be made available for the commu-
nity garden with a 10-year, rent-free 
lease. He added the bank plans to 
approach the city about bringing 
power, lighting and water onto the 
site. 

Nothing, however, was in writ-
ing or signed as of the Bee Well 
meeting Thursday, March 7. That 
concerned Ron George – a com-
munity garden champion. He not-
ed the growing season is rapidly 
approaching and there are things 
the community volunteers need 
to do but cannot until an official 
agreement is signed.

“As soon as the weather breaks, 
it’s time to get in there to do clean 
up and build beds,” said George. 

The new community garden will 
feature raised bed gardening.

Brandi Eaton of the Edgar 
County Health Department is 
working on a program that teaches 
people how to run (see related sto-
ry in the sports section). She said 
the Paris Pacers Running Club has 
shown interest in the project and is 
offering graduates of the program a 
50 percent membership discount if 
they want to join the club and con-
tinue running. 

“I think it will be a good partner-
ship,” said Eaton.

She added a contact put her in 
touch with Indiana State Univer-
sity where students needing hours 
to complete a personal trainer pro-
gram might be available to help 
during the evenings when the nov-
ice runners are working on build-
ing their endurance.

Discussion of running brought 
talk around to the Fun Run 
Program for children. Bee Well’s 
Fun Run started a few years ago as 
a summer activity to get children 
moving and active during the 
long school break. The program 

See BEE WELL, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The April 2 Consolidated 
Election is the one that deter-
mines the most local of gov-
ernment representation with 
city, village and school boards 
on the ballot.

A story listing candidates 
for the various Edgar county 
school districts appeared in 
the Feb. 2 issue of The Prairie 
Press.

Here is what is happening 
with the municipal elections.

Brocton has one candidate 
on the ballot. Incumbent 
trustee Richard Grise is seek-
ing re-election. There are no 
candidates for the two other 
trustee spots.

Chrisman will experience a 
big change on the city council. 
Incumbent commissioners 
Jerry Hoult, Tim Own and 
Rick Jenness are not seeking 
re-election. Incumbent Rod-
ney Wolfe is seeking re-elec-
tion as commissioner and two 
new names are on the ballot– 

Thad Crispin and Tyler Al-
exander. That leaves a fourth 
chair empty, which will have 
to be filled by appointment af-
ter the new council organizes. 
Incumbent Dan Owen is run-
ning unopposed for mayor.

Chrisman Fire Protection 
District has an open trustee 
position, but no candidate. 
There is a space on the ballot 
for a write-in.

Hume has four candidates 
for three trustee positions. In-
cumbents Bob Denbo, John 

Land and Fern Keys are on 
the ballot, with Seth Eads also 
running as a candidate. 

Kansas is another commu-
nity with just one candidate 
on the ballot. Diana Acord is 
seeking one of three available 
trustee seats. There are no 
candidates for the other two 
trustee positions.

Kansas Township Library 
District has three trustee posi-
tions on the ballot with Deb-
orah Watson, Nancy Carreon 
and Toni Brandenburg as can-

didates.
Metcalf will have Janet Sue 

Gossett and Randall Wheel-
er serving on the next village 
board. The village has three 
trustee spots available on the 
ballot, but only two candi-
dates.

Paris has multiple candi-
dates for voters to consid-
er. Incumbent mayor Craig 
Smith is running for re-elec-
tion and is being challenged 
by Daniel Briseno. 

April election is quickly approaching

See ELECTION, Page 8A



TODAY

FABULOUS FORTIES BIG BAND
The crowd favorite Fabulous For-
ties Big Band returns to the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts 7 p.m. today 
with a show featuring music from 
the 1930s through the current 
sound.  Ticket information at www.
pcofa.net/copy-of-box-office.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

THURSDAY
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“CHOIR OF MAN” AT VIRGINIA THEATRE MAR. 10
The live stage musical production of “The Choir of Man” is 
coming to the historic Virginia Theatre in downtown Champaign 
7 p.m.  March 10, as part of the show’s inaugural North American 
tour. It is the debut Illinois performance before the show moves 
to Chicago.Described as a 90-minute upbeat musical stage 
show, “The Choir of Man” is set in an Irish pub, with an all-Irish 
cast that sings, dances and relates the stories found often in 
Irish pub culture. The show is full of high-energy dance, tap, live 
percussion and popular tunes. A multi-talented nine-member 
cast sings a wide range of songs – from pub tunes and Broadway 
favorites to folk songs and classic rock. Some songs featured 
in the show are by well-known artists like Adele, Queen, Paul 
Simon, Katy Perry, Red Hot Chili Peppers and more. The cast 
features world-class tap dancers, singers and instrumentalists 
who have been touring with the show for two years through the 
United Kingdom and Australia. More information is available at 
www.thevirginia.org. 

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

55   34
Prec: 90%

47   27
Prec: 0%

45   26
Prec: 0%

49   35
Prec: 0%

62   48
Prec: 60%

61   36
Prec: 0%

46   29
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy with showers and 
scattered thunderstorms. Winds increase in 
the evening with gusts upwards of 40 mph. 
Highs reach the mid 50s.

SUNDAY — Mostly sunny, breezy, and 
seasonal with highs in the upper 40s.

MONDAY — A touch cooler in the mid 40s 
under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:12 a.m. 5:51 p.m. 7:57 a.m. 8:50 p.m.

SUNDAY 7:10 a.m. 6:52 p.m. 9:26 a.m. 10:51 p.m.

MONDAY 7:09 a.m. 6:53 p.m. 9:56 a.m. 11:53 p.m.

TUESDAY 7:07 a.m. 6:54 p.m. 10:31 a.m. --

WEDNESDAY 7:06 a.m. 6:56 p.m. 11:11 a.m. 12:56 a.m.

THURSDAY 7:04 a.m. 6:57 p.m. 11:57 a.m. 1:59 p.m.

FRIDAY 7:03 a.m. 6:58 p.m. 12:52 p.m. 3:01 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48°/29°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76° in 2000
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2° in 1984

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0.11”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.77”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.56”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.50”

NORMAL:    High: 48   Low: 29     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather  

Prognosticator 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and 

the Edgar County community 
to join the discussion to make 
your newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Bea-
con-News. 

TALK BACK
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MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

EUCHRE NIGHT
The monthly euchre night at the 
Red Oak Inn, 219 W. Madison, is 
6:30-9 p.m. March 14.

VFW STEAK DINNER
The VFW Auxiliary Steak dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. The cost is $5. 
Drinks are 50 cents and dessert 
is $1.

UPCOMING

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. the first and third Saturdays of 
every month for 2019.

BOOK CHAT AT MARSHALL 
LIBRARY
The next book chat at the 
Marshall Public Library is 10:30 
a.m. March 20 featuring “The 
Big Smoke,” by Adrian Matejka. 
Call 217-826-2535 or visit www.
marshallillibrary.com.

CLASS REUNION
There will be a class reunion 
meeting for the class of 1974, in 
the lower level meeting room of 
the Paris Public Library at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, March 21.  Class 

members are encouraged to 
attend.  Please bring updated 
addresses of class members

I ON DIABETES
I on Diabetes is an informative 
program designed to help those 
newly diagnosed or people still 
struggling to control the disease. 
Topics covered include the 
fundamentals of the disease, key 
nutrients and how they impact di-
abetes, meal planning for diabetes 
management and the importance 
of physical activity. Participants 
will receive copies of recipes and 
as well as sample tasty foods. 
There is no charge to attend and 
all sessions are at Edgar County 
Senior Housing, 602 Highland 
Drive. Session times are: 8:30-
11:30 a.m. March 23; 5:30-8:30 
p.m. March 25; 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
March 27; and 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
March 30. To register or for more 
information call the extension 
office at 217-465-8585.

4-H TACK SWAP MEET
The Edgar County Head, Heart 
and Hooves 4-H Club is sponsor-
ing a tack swap and rummage sale 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. March 23 at the 
4-H Fairgrounds. The event fea-
tures new and gently used tack, 
other supplies, clothing and more 
for the upcoming show and trail 
season. Questions about the event 
may be directed to 217-251-4032.

EXHIBIT OPENS
A Smithsonian Institute traveling 
exhibit “Crossroads: Changes in 
Rural America” opens March 24 
at the Marshall Public Library. A 
special public preview is 2-4 p.m. 
March 24 with a live performance 
by folk singer Chris Vallillo at 
2 p.m. The exhibit continues 
through May 4.

EATING FOR COGNITIVE 
HEALTH
Dementia may not be inevitable 
and eating properly may delay 
cognitive decline. Mary Liz 
Wright, Nutrition and Wellness 
Educator for Illinois Extension, 
discusses how to eat for brain 
health 1:30 p.m. March 27 at 
Paris Public Library. Reserva-
tion for the program may be 
made by calling the library, 
217-463-3950.

HISTORY OF LOCAL MEDICINE
Clark County physician James 
Turner will discuss changes in 
medical care during the last 100 
years as a featured program for 
the Smithsonian Exhibit “Cross-
roads: Change in Rural America” 
at the Marshall Public Library. 
Turner’s program is 6:30 p.m. 
March 28 at the library.

ROSE HULMAN CONCERT
 The Rose Hulman Jazz Band is in 
concert playing the big hits of the 
1930s and 1940s 7-9 p.m. March 
30 in the Paris Center of Fine 
Arts. Ticket information at www.
pcofa.net/copy-of-box-office.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.
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NO CLOSING 
COSTS

= equals =

MONEY SAVED!

Make a splash using the equity
in your home

to finance your dreams!

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees 
incurred when a borrower closes a new loan. These expenses/ fees may include the cost of a mortgage title policy or 
search, charges for preparation and recording of mortgage or security documents, appraisal fees, application fees,  

credit report charges and other similar real estate related expenses.

Now through April - No Closing Costs* 
APPLY ONLINE at BANKPROSPECT.COM

NOTICE OF CONSOLIDATED ELECTION
APRIL 2, 2019

TO BE ELECTED:
Municipal – Village
 Mayor or President;
 Clerk
 Treasurer
 Trustees
Library Districts - Trustees
Community College Districts - Trustees
School Districts – Board Members
Educational Service Region - Trustees
Fire Protection Districts – Trustees
Water District - Trustees

EDGAR COUNTY VOTING CENTERS & PRECINCTS SERVED

CHRISMAN CHURCH OF  THE NAZARENE  313 N. Pennsylvania, Chrisman IL  61924    
Brouilletts Creek, Edgar, Prairie, Ross One, Ross Two

HUME COMMUNITY CENTER  101 Front St., Hume, IL  61932    
Shiloh, Young America One, Young America Two

KANSAS CHRISTIAN CHURCH  110 N. Franklin St., Kansas IL  61933   
Grandview, Kansas 

CRESTWOOD SCHOOL BUS GARAGE  15601 US Hwy 150, Paris IL 61944    
Paris One, Paris Two, Paris Eleven, Paris Fourteen 

MEMORIAL SCHOOL  509 E Newton Street, Paris IL 61944    
Paris Three, Paris Six, Paris Seven 

CAROLYN WENZ SCHOOL  437 W Washington; Paris IL  61944     
Paris Eight, Paris Nine, Paris Ten, Paris Twelve  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL  614 North Main Street; Paris IL  61944    
Paris Four, Paris Five, Paris Fifteen  

BUCK TOWNSHIP BUILDING  601 Oak, Redmon IL  61949     
Buck, Embarrass   

VERMILION FIRE STATION  309 Church, Vermilion IL 61955     
Elbridge, Hunter, Stratton     

SYMMES TOWN HOUSE  5301 N 1400th Street, Paris IL  61944     
Symmes One, Symmes Two  

All Polling Places Are Handicapped Accessible and Will Be Open From
6:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk & Recorder

217-466-7433

Larkfield  Glass

Sat. March 16th 

(217) 251-1987

West from Paris on 133 / North on 
1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

Live Glass Blowing 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Open 
House

Enjoy glassblowing and choose a one-of-a-kind 
gift for someone special. We can personalize a 

special gift with engraving or etching.

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

MARSHALL – An Indiana 
man facing murder charges 
in Clark County appeared in 
court again Monday, March 4.

Connor Scott, 24, Dan-
ville, Ind., was in custody for 
a scheduled preliminary hear-
ing into the facts of the case. 

Scott was seated next to pub-
lic defender William McGrath, 
who informed Judge Tracy 
Resch the defense waived the 
preliminary hearing and en-
tered a not guilty plea with 
a jury trial demand on two 
counts of first degree murder. 

The defendant is accused 

of the killing Martinsville area 
resident Kaylyn Whitaker in 
2014. 

According 
to Illinois 
State Police 
reports, Scott 
surrendered 
to the Dan-
ville, Indi-
ana, Police 
Department 

in late February and admit-
ted causing Whitaker’s death. 
Scott was taken into custody 
and ISP investigators went to 
Indiana to interview him. Po-
lice say Scott confessed during 
the interview. 

The defendant made his 
first appearance before Resch 
Feb. 26 and was advised of the 
charges against him and his 
constitutional rights.

Special prosecutor Matt 
Goetten told Resch the state 
will deliver full discovery in-
formation and pretrial discov-
eries to the public defender 
next week

The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference 
March 15 with a May 14 jury 
trial date. 

Scott is being held by the 
Clark County Sheriff ’s De-
partment on a $1 million 
bond.

Scott waives preliminary 
hearing in murder case

SCOTT

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A head-on crash Tuesday, 
March 5, put two Edgar Coun-
ty residents in the hospital.

Illinois State Police report 
Michael S. Gallion, 35, Kan-
sas, was driving a 2008 Chev-
rolet west on state Route 16 
approximately 116 feet east of 
the Anglin Road intersection. 
Lela M. Lowe, 30, Chrisman, 

Impaired driving head-on collision 
sends three people to the hospital

was driving a 2008 Mazda 
utility eastbound at the same 
location.

Police say Gallion’s vehicle 
crossed the centerline into the 
eastbound lane and struck the 
Lowe vehicle on the front driv-
er’s side.

Both Gallion and Lowe 
were transported to Regional 
Hospital, Terre Haute, Ind., 
with what police described as 

serious, but non-life threaten-
ing injuries. A female juvenile 
passenger in the Lowe vehicle 
was not injured but was trans-
ported to Paris Community 
Hospital as a precaution.

The drivers were wearing 
seat belts and the juvenile was 
in a child restraint. 

Gallion was cited for driving 
under the influence of drugs 
and improper lane usage.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Officers from the Paris 
Police Department and the 
Edgar County Sheriff’s De-
partment executed a search 
warrant at approximately 
11:23 a.m. Tuesday, March 
5, at the Super 8 Motel, Par-
is.

The warrant was for a 
room occupied by Robert 
Crowder and Megan Cu-
sick. Officers recovered 
methamphetamine, drug 
paraphernalia and fake 
money from the room. 

Meth arrests follow drug raid
Crowder and Cusick were ar-
rested.  

Police reports of the inci-
dent will be forwarded to the 
Edgar County State’s Attorney 
for filing of charges.  

This was a joint operation 
between the Paris Police, the 
Edgar County Sheriff’s De-
partment and the states attor-

ney’s office.
Edgar County Sheriff Jeff 

Wood said teamwork yields re-
sults in the local effort to fight 
crime and encouraged the pub-
lic to continue calling in drug 
tips to the either the sheriff’s 
department, 465-4166, or the 
Paris Police Department, 465-
6351.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Clerk 
and Recorders office issued 
the following marriage li-
censes during February: 
Shawn Anthony Gray and 
Erika Leigh-Ann Eaton, 
both of Paris; Matthew 
Wayne Smith and Angela 
Kaye MacLaren, both of 
Chrisman; and Anthony Jo-
seph Tucker and Brandy Ni-
cole Dulaney, both of Paris.

Marriage 
licenses 
issued in 
February

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CAYUGA, Ind. — When 
payday rolls around, many 
consumers will be trying to 
figure out which bills they 
will pay and which ones 
will wait until another pay-
check comes in.  With costs 
increasing for necessary 
expenses such as gasoline, 
utilities and healthcare, con-
sumers are finding it harder 
to make ends meet.  If you, 
like many others, are won-
dering how you can stretch 
your paycheck and make 
your money go further, you 
will want to attend the pro-
gram “Where Does Your 
Money Go?”

“A fresh look at your fi-
nancial situation can give 
you new insight into ways 
to change spending behav-
iors in order to have more 
money,” says Lori Bouslog, 

Purdue Extension Educa-
tor for Health and Human 
Sciences.  “There may be 
enough money coming into 
the household to pay for 
expenses that are needed if 
some unnecessary items are 
eliminated or postponed.  
This program gives partici-
pants an opportunity to re-
think how they are currently 
spending money and make a 
plan for future spending.”

“Where Does Your Mon-
ey Go?” will be presented by 
Lori Bouslog, Purdue Health 
and Human Sciences Exten-
sion Educator.   The program 
will be held on Mondays, 
March 11 and 18, in two loca-
tions.  The 2-3:30 p.m. (EST)  
programs will be offered at 
the Purdue Extension Ver-
million County office, 703 
West Park Street in Cayuga.  
The 6-7:30 p.m. (EST) pro-
grams will be offered at the 

Clinton Public Library, 313 
S 4th St in Clinton.  Partic-
ipants will choose one lo-
cation and time option and 
must attend and participate 
in both sessions to receive 
the certificate of completion.

Advance registration is 
requested by noon on Mon-
day, March 11, to ensure 
available materials.  Regis-
tration may be submitted 
to either the Purdue Exten-
sion – Vermillion County 
office or the Clinton Public 
Library. There is no fee to at-
tend this program.  

If you have a disability 
that requires special assis-
tance for your participation, 
please contact Lori Bouslog 
at the Purdue Extension – 
Vermillion County at 703 W 
Park Street, Suite #1, Cayu-
ga, IN 47928; call 765-492-
5332 or email lbouslog@
purdue.edu.

Seminar will help reevaluate spending
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Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the Feb. 25 
and Feb. 28 traffic and criminal 
court calls in Edgar County 
Circuit Court included:

IN CUSTODY
nMichael P. Griffin, 38, 

Paris, appeared in custody af-
ter missing a previous court 
appearance. His Class A mis-
demeanor reckless driving 
conviction was continued for a 
jail status review hearing. Bond 
was reduced to $1,000 from 
the original bond of $6,000. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nTrevor J. Henke, 36, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-

ing a previous court appear-
ance. He was presented with 
and denied a petition to revoke 
his conditional discharge sen-
tence for a Class B misdemean-
or criminal trespassing convic-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. 

In another matter, Henke 
was charged with a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine, a Class 4 felony 
obstruction of justice, a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

Cases appearing in circuit court
nScott D. LaBaume, 37, 

Paris, was formally charged 
with a Class X felony home 
invasion and two counts of a 
Class 4 felony criminal tres-
passing to a residence. The 
public defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nTabitha Munds, 22, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. Her unresolved charges 
of a Class A misdemeanor re-
tail theft and a Class A misde-
meanor possession of a hypo-
dermic syringe were continued 
for a pretrial conference. 

In a new case, Munds was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine and a Class A misde-
meanor possession of a hy-
podermic syringe. The public 
defender was appointed and 
bond was set at $5,000. The 
matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing and 
Munds was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond. 
nTerrence I. Jackson, 53, 

Terre Haute, Ind., appeared in 
custody for missing a previous 
court appearance. His unre-
solved charge of a Class 3 fel-
ony failure to report to a penal 
institution was continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nAshley D. Vest, 26, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. Her unresolved petition 
to revoke her probation sen-
tence for a Class 2 felony bur-
glary conviction was contin-
ued for the sentencing hearing. 
Her motion to reduce bond 
was denied. She was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nJeffrey T. Vice, 31, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. His unresolved charges 
of a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine, a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance and a Class 
A misdemeanor obstruction 

of justice were continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDaniel B. Young, 32, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
formally charged with a Class 4 
felony criminal trespassing to a 
residence. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing.

In another matter, a different 
public defender was appointed 
to represent Young for his sen-
tencing hearing on a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 1 felony possession 
of methamphetamine, a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery and a Class A misdemean-
or possession of a firearm with-
out a FOID card convictions. 
A sentencing hearing was 
scheduled and he was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.

CHARGES
nJoseph Bass, 31, Mattoon, 

was presented with and plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to an amended charge 
of a Class A misdemeanor re-
sisting a police officer charge. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. 
nJonathan R. Byrnes, 30, 

Charleston was charged and 
pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nJerod M. Flessner, 32, 

Tuscola, was charged with 
two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol. He told 
the court he will hire an attor-
ney and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nPatrick J. Hodges, 41, 

Clinton, Ind., was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.

nJohn Cody Holling-
sworth, 27, Paris, was present-
ed with a petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for a 
Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance convic-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed and Hollingsworth 
denied the petition. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nKaylee M. Landsaw, 18, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
B misdemeanor speeding. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nGerry A. Menet, 26, Paris, 

was presented with a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal damage 
to property conviction. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nJason D. Nield, 38, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a re-
voked license. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nSarah M. Prater, 29, 

Charleston, was presented 
with and denied a petition to 
revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
petition hearing. 
nColly W. Thomas, 38, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 4 
felony aggravated driving while 
license is revoked and a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license. He told the 
court he will hire an attorney 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing.

GUILTY PLEAS
nAnthony W. Long, 40, 

Marshall, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. In ex-
change for the guilty plea, the 
state dismissed a Class A mis-
demeanor unlawful display of 
an automobile title charge. He 
was sentenced to 18 months of 
conditional discharge, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees.
nDara N. Rhoads, 39, Par-

is, entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery and was sen-
tenced to 90 days in jail with 
60 days to be served with the 
remaining time subject to the 
court’s discretion, two years 
probation, a $300 fine, court 
costs, various state fees, an or-
der to have no contact with the 
apparent victims and an order 
to complete counseling per 
an evaluation. In exchange for 
the plea, the state dismissed a 
Class 3 felony aggravated bat-
tery charge.
nCourtney R. Swinford, 26, 

Paris, admitted a petition to 
revoke her probation sentence 
for a Class 4 felony obstruc-
tion of justice conviction. A 

presentence investigation was 
ordered and the matter was 
continued for the sentencing 
hearing.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nGwyneth F. Blair, 18, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia and a Class A 
misdemeanor unlawful use of 
a weapon charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nSierra A. Maus, 28, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 3 felo-
ny threatening a public official 
and a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct charges. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nJohn M. Noble, 68, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor leaving the scene of 
an accident charge. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nBrittney R. Rechkemmer, 

28, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor unlawful 
display of an automobile title 
charge. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nTravis W. Travioli, 49, 

West Terre Haute, Ind. plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance charge. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.

OTHER MATTERS
nAshley Dalton, 28, Mon-

tezuma, Ind., was resentenced 
for a petition to revoke her 
probation sentence for a 
Class 4 felony possession of 
a controlled substance. She 
was resentenced to 120 days 
home confinement with work 
release, two years conditional 
discharge and ordered to pay 
all previous financial obliga-
tions. Her bond conditions 
include she is banned from en-
tering Illinois except to attend 
court proceedings.
nTommy L. LaBaume, 42, 

Paris, learned the state with-
drew a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a revoked registra-
tion conviction. His condition-
al discharge was terminated 
and the case was closed.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered pre-

pared when the following in-
dividuals failed to answer the 
court call: Thomas P. Blanford, 
23, Paris; Charla M. Cline, 40, 
Paris; Joseph W. Christopher, 
27, Vermilion; Katelynn M. 
Bowman, 22, Paris; Everette 
E. Elsberry, 43, Paris; John R. 
Lee, 38, Paris; Eve A. Lorance, 
36, Newman; Anthony R. 
Marchant, 36, Paris; Mathew 
W. Minard, 22, Milford; Dal-
las E. Peterson, 38, Paris; Lori 
Sowers, 49, Clinton, Ind.; and 
Angela R. Taylor, 41, Paris.

OBITUARIES

COURT

MARY FARRIS
MARSHALL – Mary 

E. Farris, 100, of Marshall, 
passed away at 5:05 a.m. Fri-

day, March 1, 
2019, at the 
Villas of Hol-
ly Brook. 

A grave-
side service 
was 10:30 
a.m. Thurs-
day, March 7, 
at the Farris 
C e m e t e r y, 
D e n n i s o n , 
with the Rev. 

Adam Penn officiating and 
military graveside rites by 

Clark County Post #90 of the 
American Legion and Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 
#5975. Visitation was from 5 
to 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 
6, at Pearce Funeral Home. 
Family and friends met at the 
funeral home 9:30 a.m. Thurs-
day for the procession to the 
cemetery.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Armstrong Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Clark 
County Post #90 of the Amer-
ican Legion or Veterans or 
VFW Post #5975. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

FARRIS
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A common complaint I hear in the office is 
irritation and redness of the eye along with 
burning and itching of the eyelid.  People 

sometimes describe this as a feeling that something is 
‘stuck’ in the eye.  One possible diagnosis of this recurring 
condition is blepharitis.  There are two main causes.  One 
is excess oil production of the glands at the base of your 
eyelashes.  Often this is associated with dandruff of the 
scalp, and similar greasy, waxy scales can build up around 
the eyelashes.  The second type is due to bacteria and is 
often more severe.  Luckily treatment is similar for both 
types.  The best way to avoid problems including styes 
and red eyes is to maintain very clean eyelids using lid 
scrubs and warm compresses.  Often these simple ac-
tions will reduce or eliminate the problem.  Unfortunately, 
blepharitis is often a chronic condition and may come 
back without preventive care.  Severe cases may require 
treatment with a prescription medication.  If you have ex-
perienced this you don’t have to keep putting up with it!

EYES
On Blepharitis

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.
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We have Cremation Mausoleums

In Memory of our loving 
Wife, Mother and 

Grandmother
Carolyn Sue Thurman
November 10, 1943 - 

March 12, 2014
Love,

Your Husband and Family

 JANE WATTERS
CASEY – Wilma “Jane” 

Jean Watters, 65, of Ca-
sey, passed away at 12:50 

a.m. Friday, 
March 1, 
2019, at Ca-
sey Health 
Care Center.   

A funeral 
service was 
1 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 

7, 2019, at Markwell Funeral 

Home, with Pastor Danny 
Harper officiating.  Burial 
followed in Casey Cumber-
land Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 11 a.m. until the 
service time Thursday at the 
funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital or 
Riley Hospital for Children.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. 

WATTERS

NELLIE SMITH 
MARTINSVILLE – Gen-

ettia Nell “Nellie” Smith, 96, 
of Martinsville, passed away 

March 5, 
2019, at Ca-
sey Health 
Care.  

A private 
family grave-
side service 
at Ridgelawn 
C e m e t e r y, 

Martinsville, is at a later date. 
Visitation is from 10 to 11 
a.m. Monday, March 11, at 
Greenwell Funeral Home.  

Mrs. Smith was born July 
22, 1922, at Martinsville, the 
daughter of the late James 
“Rainbow Jim” and Eva Wells. 
She married Carl Raymond 
Smith, and he preceded her 
in death. 

She is survived by daugh-
ters, Carolyn (Larry) Ste-
phens of Westfield, Cather-
ine (Donald) Brenner of Las 
Cruces, N.M., Ashley (Gary) 

Henigman of Charleston and 
Genettia (Alan) Dean of Mar-
tinsville; grandchildren, Amy 
( John) Morecraft of Marshall, 
Damon (Amber) Girton 
of Terre Haute, Ind., Alyx 
Henigman of Boston, Mass., 
Pat Claypool of Mattoon, 
Victor Claypool of Tallahas-
see, Fla., and Jay Claypool of 
Phoenix, Ariz.; great-grand-
children, Ethan Brewer of 
Oakland, Kendra (Cole) 
and Riley ( Justin) Donhou 
of Casey, Faith Donhou of 
Martinsville, Olivia and Bob 
Morecraft of Martinsville, 
Wylder and Mayzie Girton of 
Terre  Haute, Kory, Patrick, 
and Jade Claypool of Mat-
toon, Logan and Cody Clay-
pool of Tallahassee, Fla., and 
Kate Claypool of Phoenix, 
Ariz.; and great-great-grand-
children, Berklee Braden of 
Casey, Brennan, Camden, 
Easton, Kaiden, Elayna and 
Annabella of Tallahassee, Fla.  

She was preceded in death 

by four siblings, Glen Wells, 
Minnie Wells Weir, Luno-
rius Wells Toner and Mary 
Wells Lawerance; her daugh-
ter, Beverly Smith; and one 
granddaughter Karen Combs.

Mrs. Smith spent most 
of her life in Martinsville, 
although she also lived for 
a time in Paris. As a young 
woman, she worked as a wait-
ress at a Martinsville restau-
rant where she met her future 
husband, Carl.  

While her children were 
young, she was a homemaker 
and supplemented the family 
income by babysitting. At a 
school program many years 
ago, she realized that at one 
time or another she had cared 
for the majority of the chil-
dren and even some of the 
parents present. She and her 
husband owned an antique 
business, Grandma’s Cup-
board, where she developed 
her love of collecting. Later in 
life, she became a CNA and 

SMITH

DAVID PUETZ
CASEY – David Henry 

Puetz, 74, of Casey, passed 
away at 10:22 a.m. Saturday, 

March 2, 
2019, at Ca-
sey.   

A funeral 
service was 
11 a.m. Tues-
day, March 5, 
at St. Charles 
B o r r o m e o 
C a t h o l i c 
C h u r c h , 
with the Rev. 
A u g u s t i n e 

Koomson officiating. Military 
graveside rites by the Casey 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
the Martinsville American 
Legion accompanied burial 
in Washington Street Ceme-
tery. Visitation was from 4 to 
7 p.m. Monday, March 4, at 
Markwell Funeral Home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic Church or 
American Heart Association. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.

PUETZ

INFANT ROBERT PETTY
Infant Robert Wyatt Petty 

failed to survive birth at 1:22 
a.m. Thursday, March 7, 2019, 
at Carle Foundation Hospital, 
Urbana. 

A private graveside service 
will be conducted in Edgar 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 9 
to 10 a.m. Monday, March 11, 
at Stewart and Carroll Funer-
al Home. 

He is survived by his par-
ents, Robert Wade and Kayla 
Gent Petty of Paris; grandpar-
ents, Robert and Donna Petty 
of Paris and Josh and Jannie 
Gent of Paris; great-grandpar-
ents, Tom and Dolly Kauff-
man of Paris and Maris Gent 
of Roodhouse; and two dogs, 
Wally and Wynni.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar County 
Animal Shelter.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

JAN OSTENDORF
PAXTON – Janis Ann 

“Jan” Ostendorf, 61, of Pax-
ton, passed away at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 6, 2019, 
at Carle Foundation Hospi-
tal, Urbana.

A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date. Baier 
Family Funeral Services is 
assisting the family with ar-
rangements.

Mrs. Ostendorf was born 
July 14, 1957, at Corpus 
Christi, Texas, the daughter 
of the late Raymond and L. 
Annette Garcia Rund. She 
married Tadd Ostendorf July 
26, 1976, in Urbana. He sur-
vives.

She is also survived by one 
daughter, Richelle (Andy) 
Hudson of Paxton; one son, 
Ian (Lindsey) Ostendorf of 
Paxton; seven grandchildren, 
Sean, Anna and Evan Hud-
son, Joey Chickini, Layla, 

Curtis and Cole Ostendorf; 
and two sisters, Crystal (Bill) 
Davis of Tuscola and Robin 
(Mark) Sullivan of Paris.

She was preceded in death 
by one brother, Stephen 
Rund.

Mrs. Ostendorf spent her 
childhood in the Tuscola and 
Hume area and graduated 
from Shiloh High School in 
1975. She was a member of 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church at 
Paxton. She worked at Busey 
Bank, Paxton, for 23 years 
and Just Hamburgers for the 
past year.

She enjoyed reading, 
camping and traveling. Most 
of all she loved spending time 
with her family, especially her 
grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to 
the family or an organization 
of the donor’s choice. Online 
condolences at www.baierfu-
neralservices.com.

MARY MYERS
GEORGETOWN – Mary 

D. Myers, 87, of Oakwood, and 
formerly of Metcalf, passed 

away at 5:09 
a.m., Thurs-
day, March 7, 
2019, at Haw-
thorne Inn, 
Danville.  

A cele-
bration of 
life is noon 

Tuesday, March 12, at Sunset 
Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Center, with Pastor Nick 
Butcher officiating. Burial is in 
Cherry Point Cemetery, Chris-
man.  Visitation is from 10 a.m. 
until the service Tuesday at the 
funeral home.  

Mrs. Myers was born 
Nov. 24, 1931, at Danville, 
the daughter of the late An-
drew and Mabel Dee Morgan 
Helms. She married Harold K. 

Myers Sept. 13, 1948, and he 
preceded her in death.

She is survived by her son, 
Lawrence (Cindy) Myers; 
her daughter, Beverly (How-
ard) Dye; her sister, Ruth Ann 
Wurzburger; her grandchil-
dren, Lauri (Dennis) Flaherty, 
David (Jodie) Myers and 
Christina (Eric) Hamric; and 
her eight great-grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death 
by her brother, Cloyd Allen.

Mrs. Myers enjoyed play-
ing cards, spending time with 
her family and going out with 
friends. She grew up a farm-
er’s daughter on Route 36 in 
Metcalf. She had many chores 
when she was young that in-
cluded drying dishes, gather-
ing eggs and getting corncobs 
to be used for heat. She always 
remembered the year they got 
electricity, which was 1941. 
She told stories of having to 

drive to get ice to keep their 
food cold and taking eggs to 
town to sell.

She met Harold when she 
was 15 and they later eloped to 
Georgetown. After marriage, 
they moved to Wisconsin and 
worked on a dairy farm. Later, 
they moved to Cherry Point 
and worked on area farms. An-
other move put them in Oak-
wood where they remained 
until 1965 when they decided 
to move back to Metcalf and 
the family farm.

Mrs. Myers loved her family 
and enjoyed making a home 
for them. She will be dearly 
remembered by all who knew 
and loved her. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Chrisman Chris-
tian Church or the donor’s 
choice of charity.  

Online condolences at www.
sunsetfuneralhome.com.

MYERS

JAMES HARWELL
James Kyle Harwell, 38, of 

Paris, and formerly of Salem, 
passed away at 8:33 p.m. Sun-

day, March 3, 
2019, at his 
residence. 

S e r v i c e s 
celebrat ing 
his life were 
10:30 a.m. 
Friday, March 
8, at Cros-

sPoint Apostolic Church, with 

the Rev. Andrew Garvin offici-
ating. Burial followed in Edgar 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, March 7, 
at Templeton Funeral Home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to CrossPoint Apostolic 
Church of Paris. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

HARWELL

BILL CROSS
CASEY – William E. “Bill” 

Cross, 68, of Martinsville, 
passed away at 5:50 p.m. 

T u e s d a y , 
March 5, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A coming 
home cele-
bration is 11 
a.m. today, 

March 9, at the Casey White 
Oak Church of God. Burial is 
in the Richwoods Cemetery, 
rural Westfield. Visitation is 
from 9 a.m. until the service 
time today at the church. 
Pearce Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey White Oak 
Church of God.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

CROSS

worked at Paris Hospital and 
Heartland Manor.

Mrs. Smith enjoyed dot-
ing on her grandchildren and 
hearing about the exploits of 
her great-grandchildren. She 
was known for her homemade 
oyster dressing, beef and noo-
dles and cherry pie. She never 
missed an opportunity to eat 
out especially at pizza and 
Chinese restaurants. She was 
a member of The First Baptist 
Church in Martinsville, was 
a Past Worthy Matron of the 
Order of the Eastern Star and 
a member of Amaranth and 
White Shrine.

The family thanks the 
administration and staff at 
Casey Health Care and Lin-
colnland Hospice of Sarah 
Bush Lincoln for the care and 

compassion provided to her 
during the last four years.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey Health 
Care, 100 NE Fifteenth St., 
Casey, IL 62420.

Online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

DONALD ORRIS 
Donald Lee Orris, 75, of 

Paris, passed away at 7:05 a.m. 
Thursday, March 7, 2019, at 
Twin Lakes Rehab and Health 
Care.  

A memorial visitation is 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 12, at Templeton Fu-
neral Home. Private interment 
is at a later date.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216



I was out of the country for a 
week with my wife, but when we 
got back it was like nothing had 

changed.
The national 

media were still 
yakking and 
arguing about the 
same BS they were 
when we left.

Depending on 
what TV channel 
you turned on, it 
was still either all 
pro-Trump or all 
anti-Trump, all 

pro-wall or all anti-wall.
This week Democrats and 

Republicans in Congress were still 
fighting over whether the increasing 
number of illegal immigrants crash-
ing our southern border is a fake 
crisis or a real national emergency, as 
President Trump has declared.

And the tear-jerk liberal media 
are still mostly worried about 
whether the caravans of illegal 
immigrant families from Central 
America seeking asylum are being 
welcomed warmly and taken care 
of properly by our government at 
the border.

But in the country’s great illegal 
immigration debate do you know 
whose needs no one in Washing-
ton or in the mainstream media is 
talking about?

The immigrants who are already 
here in America — the legal ones.

Most of these forgotten immi-
grants are Latino, and millions of 
them are U.S. citizens or green-card 
holders with low-skill, low-paying 
jobs.

I’m talking about the guy who 
parks my car at my favorite restau-
rant. Or the woman who picks the 
strawberries I had in my cereal this 
morning. Or the wonderful man 
from Guatemala who takes care of 
my lawn.

As far as I can see, no big shots 
in Congress or in the media care 

in the least about how these 
hardworking people will be hurt 
by hundreds of thousands of new 
illegal immigrants storming across 
our southern border.

The illegal immigrants are not 
going to take away the jobs of 
anyone you see on TV or listen to 
on radio. They’re not going to take 
anyone’s high-paying job at Google, 
Morgan Stanley or in the federal 
government.

But they will take away the jobs 
of people who are washing dishes, 
cleaning houses, cooking food and 
nannying the kids of the wealthy 
and powerful.

The working-class immigrants 
who are already here will be the 
first ones to lose their jobs or see 
their hourly wages go down — and 
they know it.

They’re the ones whose children 
are in already overcrowded and 
under-performing public schools in 
California that will be swamped by 
more kids who don’t speak English.

No one politically important 
or powerful is standing up for the 
country’s forgotten immigrants, 
and Latinos are afraid to say any-
thing in support of a stronger wall, 
or in support of President Trump, 
for fear of being ostracized in their 
own community.

But the reality is that many legal 
Latino immigrants, like my garden-
er, are scared to death of a flood of 
illegals coming across the border.

The growing popularity of Pres-
ident Trump among the country’s 
32 million Latino voters — which 

was 28 percent in 2016 and has 
risen to nearly 50 percent accord-
ing to a recent poll — reflects how 
strongly many Latinos dislike 
illegal immigration.

Unfortunately, however, Presi-
dent Trump is not taking political 
advantage of the real concerns of 
working-class Latinos.

If I were the president, I’d do 
what my father would have done 
— turn the tables on the Dem-
ocrats, go over the heads of the 
liberal media and tell the forgotten 
immigrant story to the whole 
country.

I’d hold a series of press con-
ferences and photo ops in Latino 
neighborhoods in California and 
Texas.

I’d make it clear to Latinos — 
and every voter in the USA — that 
Latino American workers will be 
the primary victims of the Dem-
ocrats’ irresponsible positions on 
illegal immigration.

My father and his White House 
crew would have known how to do 
it the right way. He was very good 
at going on TV and telling the 
country stories.

So is President Trump. And if 
he’s going to get the Latino votes 
he’ll need to win reelection in 
2020, he’s got make sure that every 
Latino knows he cares what bad 
things will happen to them if he 
loses.

(Michael Reagan is the son of 
President Ronald Reagan, a political 
consultant and an author. Email him 
at reagan@caglecartoons.com.)

Martin County, Fla., Sheriff William 
Snyder increasingly resembles Capt. Renault 
in “Casablanca” expressing shock there is 

gambling at Rick’s Café 
Americain. 

The reason for the fictional 
gendarme’s incredulity is 
purely fiction; the real law-
man’s surprise at prostitution 
and human trafficking taking 
place in his front yard is a bit 
hard to understand. 

News reports out of 
Jupiter, Fla., say more than 
170 individuals face charges 
in what may be part of a 

$20 million human-trafficking network 
that stretches from South Florida to China. 
Authorities say they have video evidence of 
wealthy white men from as far away as New 
England buying sex from Chinese women at a 
strip-mall massage parlor and spa. 

There is much more to this sordid story, 
however, than grubby guys paying for some-
thing they could do for themselves at home 
for free. The story provides a prime oppor-
tunity to take a hard look at the stark truth 
behind the dirty little secret of our nation’s 
failed immigration policies.

Each year, as many as 17,500 victims of 
human trafficking come into this country, 
according to U.S. State Department estimates. 
No one knows for sure the accuracy of that 
number, just as no one knows how many of 
those victims end up in the sex slave industry. 
That is because human rights groups, ethnic 
organizations, labor unions and other reli-
gious and social entities who are first in line 
to declare racism and discrimination when 
defending people who voluntarily sneak into 
this country, refuse to acknowledge the overt 
abuse and degradation of foreign sex slaves.

The State Department says the U.S., Japan 
and Australia are the top three destination 
countries for sex traffickers; California, New 
York and Texas have the most sex trafficking 
activity in this country.

Evil women recruit vulnerable females for 
sex slaves, according to U.S. Immigration and 
Custom Enforcement officials. The recruiters 
promise their victims jobs as models and 
waitresses, but do not mention the modeling 
jobs are in the nude and the table service 
involves rape.

And here is what the immigration pimps 
do not want us to know about the holes in 
our nation’s immigration laws and enforce-
ment. Immigration officials say sex slavers fly 
their victims to Canada or Mexico (transit 
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A lobbyist who works 
for a business-related 
organization asked me a 

question 
the other 
day that 
I’ve been 
hearing a 
lot lately: 
“Who’s 
going to 
be the 
stopper 
now?”

He 
meant, 

who in the legislative 
process can be counted on 
these days to help derail 
bills which are deemed 
hostile to business inter-
ests?

Before this year, the 
last time House Speaker 
Michael Madigan allowed 
a minimum wage increase 
through his chamber 
which he knew would 
be signed into law was 
13 years ago. And that 
bill only increased the 
minimum wage by a mere 
25 cents an hour each year 
for four years. This year’s 
legislation that he support-
ed will raise the minimum 
wage by $2.75 an hour in 
just 12 months, starting 
next Jan. 1, and then even-
tually go all the way up to 
$15 an hour.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker set the 
tone for the spring session 
by jamming that bill 
through both chambers 
and now business types 
are reeling and searching 
for a way to at least slow 
down the rest of this pro-
gressive train.

It may eventually hap-
pen on its own. Pritzker 
has a super-ambitious 
legislative agenda and leg-
islators could simply grow 
weary. Anyone who’s been 
around this game a while 
has seen this play out time 
and time again.

But that most certainly 
isn’t the case now. Pritzker 
has the momentum, and 
he knows it and appears 
intent on trying to use it to 
his full advantage.

The simple truth is 
business groups lost the 
2018 election. Badly. And 
elections have conse-
quences.

Some folks had argued 
as far back as last summer 
that business leaders 
should step up and take a 
role in shaping the debate 
over a potential minimum 

Chinese 
sex slaves 
forgotten

Pritzker’s $3.4 billion tax hike will only intensify number of residents fleeing
Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker 

delivered on his campaign promise 
of a graduated income tax this week 
by unveiling a whopping $3.4 billion 
plan.

That extraction of dollars from 
taxpayers’ pockets would be in addi-
tion to the roughly $5 billion raised 
annually in new revenue under the 
2017 income tax hike. That legisla-
tion lifted the individual rate to 4.95 
percent. Lawmakers — including 
some Republicans — approved it 
over former Gov. Bruce Rauner’s 
veto. Don’t confuse any of that with 
the more than $30 billion raised 
during four years of the 2011 income 
tax hike, which increased the individ-
ual rate from 3 percent to 5 percent 
for four years, then dropped it to 3.75 
percent.

How did Springfield’s collection 
of all that money shake out for the 

state’s government and millions of 
taxpayers?  Just as you thought it 
might: Illinois remains deeply in 
debt, continues to borrow to pay 
bills, faces an insurmountable un-
funded pension liability and is losing 
taxpayers who are fed up with paying 
more.

More and more Land of Lincoln 
residents are packing up to find 
greener and less expensive grass in 
other states. In 2018, the state lost 
45,116. The neverending drum beat 
from the General Assembly to raises 
taxes has only aggravated Illinois’ na-
tional and global reputation as a state 
whose anti-employer attitude creates 
unpredictable costs for businesses.

Tax policy drives behavior. It’s 
why states with low or no income 
taxes are thriving. Illinois needs to be 
adding more taxpayers and busi-
nesses, not subtracting them. When 
politicians raise taxes, they aren’t 
adding. A switch to a graduated tax 
would eliminate one of Illinois’ only 
fishing lures to attract taxpayers and 
jobs: its constitutionally protected 
flat income tax.

Pritzker’s proposal, like each 
tax hike before it, was introduced 
with no meaningful reform on the 
spending side of the ledger. This is 
all about collecting more money. It’s 
just another way to take money from 
Illinois taxpayers.

The lesson in Illinois government 
is quite clear. Tax hikes come fast and 
furious — and they’re never enough.

The money raised is never, ever 
enough — and Springfield never 
seems to find a way to live within its 
budget.
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PHS players
represented 
school well
Editor, The Prairie Press

Saturday, March 2, 2019, Stewart and Car-
roll Funeral Home had the honor of conduct-
ing the funeral service for Mr. Thomas Brock 
at the First United Methodist Church. Mr. 
Brock and his late wife Anna, a former Paris 
High School teacher, were avid Paris High 
School fans.

We contacted Paris football coach Jere-
my Clodfelder and asked if he would select 
members from the team to serve as pallbear-
ers for Mr. Brock. The young men the coach 
selected were: Nathan Zorn, Coy Landrum, 
Sam Mays, Hudson Hollis, Hunter Newlin, 
Karson Whitaker and Josh Wood. 

They were told they did not have to stay for 
the funeral. We requested they be there for 
pallbearer duties at 8 a.m. and come back at 
11 a.m. The boys were all at the church early 
and when asked if they wanted to attend the 
service, they all agreed that they did. 

They wore their jerseys, looked profession-
al, sat on the front row of the church, behaved 
with respect and dignity and represented 
their team and Paris High School well.

Mr. Brock’s family was very impressed with 
the fact these young gentlemen took time out 
of their Saturday morning to participate in 
the service celebrating the life of their father/
grandfather. 

To the gentlemen that served as pallbear-
ers, thank you for your professionalism and 
for showing respect to Mr. Brock’s family, 
friends, church family and funeral home 
personnel. 

To Coach Clodfelder and the players’ par-
ents, congratulations on instilling a sense of 
community in the team and for making them 
proud of the fact that they have not only be-
come a championship football team, but also 
highly respected members of our community.

Sincerely,
Thomas D. Carroll
Mark T. Anderson

Stewart and Carroll Funeral Home
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A wise friend once said, “If 
the answer you’ve been given 
seems just too easy to be real, 

that’s proba-
bly because 
it is.”

That wise 
counsel 
comes to 
mind when 
legislators 
offer up, as a 
solution to 
an increas-
ing cycle of 
violence in 

our society, the so-called solu-
tion that we further restrict 
law-abiding citizens’ access to 
firearms.

The latest iteration of that 
flawed theory comes in the 
form of Senate Bill 107, spon-
sored by Chicagoland Dem-
ocrat Julie Morrison. Senate 
Bill 107 would ban the sale 
and possession of so-called 
assault weapons, which by the 
proposal’s standards means 
almost every semi-automatic 
weapon. 

For those already pur-
chased, the legislation would 
require the owner to register 
that firearm with the Illinois 
State Police within 300 days; 
failure to do so would result 

in a felony charge against that 
individual.

Not surprisingly, the 
suggestion that law-abiding 
citizens would be forced by 
law, under threat of a felony 
charge, to register their fire-
arms with state government 
has been met with strong 
opposition. And thankfully 
so. Anyone even vaguely fa-
miliar with the history of the 
Second Amendment knows it 
finds its origin in the distrust 
of government, as is the case 
with the entire Bill of Rights.

But putting aside the obvi-
ous constitutional concerns, 
Senate Bill 107 rests on the 
assumption that limiting the 
rights of those not breaking 
the law will somehow limit il-
legal behavior. No one would 
suggest the best way to deal 
with a rash of speeding on the 
highways would be a crack-
down on those not speeding. 
Nor would any thinking 
person seriously suggest the 
most effective way to address 
tax delinquency would be to 
punish those who are paying 
their taxes on time. Yet, that is 
exactly the premise of Senate 
Bill 107 – that there will be 
fewer shootings perpetrated 
by individuals who are men-

tally ill, devoid of any moral 
compass, or as part of a gang 
dispute, if we simply tell oth-
ers their Second Amendment 
rights need a pruning.

 The true test, as with any 
policy, lies with the results of 
experience. And what has ex-
perience taught us? In every 
major area where gun control 
policies are the most aggres-
sive – including Chicago – 
violence is rampant. On most 
other topics that would be, as 
they say, the end of the story. 
Yet the gun control advocates 
continue to ignore the results 
of their policies.

And while we continue to 
debate these failed policies, 
we’re not spending enough 
time discussing what’s at 
the core of the violence that 
plagues our society.

The stitching that has al-
ways held together the social 
fabric of our society consists 
of a moral code – a moral 
code that clearly delineates 
right from wrong, expects 
parents to put their children 
before themselves, recognizes 
the responsibilities we have to 
our neighbors and communi-
ties, and, yes, understands the 
importance that love and un-
derstanding and compassion 

have in an orderly society. I 
know it’s not politically fash-
ionable these days to talk of 
such things; but the absence 
of such discussion is part of 
the problem.

It’s time – past time – for 
community leaders, including 
elected officials in Springfield, 
to speak the truth on this 
issue to their constituents. 

The moral decay and 
increasing level of disrespect 
for the sanctity of innocent 
life we witness in society are 
at the core of this trouble-
some issue. It’s not popular 
in today’s political environ-
ment to expect more of one 
another and ourselves. But 
that’s exactly what we need, 
and until that day comes, this 
downward spiral will tragical-
ly continue.

(Senator Dale Righter 
(R-Mattoon) represents the 
55th District in the Illinois 
Senate. Part of his district in-
cludes Kansas and Grandview 
townships in Edgar County.)
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countries), then herd or 
drive them into the U.S. 
(destination country). The 
route from Canada crosses 
Native American reserva-
tions where U.S. Border Pa-
trol agents cannot go. From 
Mexico, sex slaves follow 
the same trails carved by 
Central Americans illegally 
entering our country.

A few years ago, a Hous-
ton cop who wanted to put 
a dent in the city’s sex-slave 
industry, fueled by 24-hour 
massage parlors and spas, 
could pick up the latest issue 
of the Houston Press. At the 
time, the weekly publication 
carried scores of display ads 
for these places, most featur-
ing photos of Asian girls. The 
online edition carried more 

explicit ads like 2 NEW pret-
ty SeXy Asian Girls, or Full 
Body Massage! Asian Girls.

The ads also came with 
reviews, like those for restau-
rants, so a guy would know 
what he was getting into, so 
to speak. “This location in 
SW Chinatown is econom-
ical ($35 per hour base rate, 
plus tips) and the girls are 
friendly, but plain. They have 
a shower, but I wouldn’t use 
it because it’s a little dirty. 
The gals keep clean though 
and they give good happy 
endings. A good place for a 
guy on a budget.”

Today, an online search for 
massage parlors in Jupiter, 
Fla., returns reviews for 
places where you can, “enjoy 
a revitalizing erotic massage 
from a therapist straight out 
of a fairy tale happy ending.” 
Indeed. Maybe instead of 

breaking his arm patting 
himself on the back, the local 
sheriff should let his finger do 
the walking through online 
sites featuring sex trafficking 
in his county.

Civil rights activists seem 
to ignore open sex slavery 
because they do not want 
to tie human trafficking to 
enforcement of our nation’s 
immigration laws. 

It is more probable, how-
ever, that immigration pimps 
and self-serving politicians 
do not care about the rights 
or plights of Asian sex slaves 
in their cities, because these 
women will never get to 
vote, and, therefore, have no 
political currency.

(John David Powell is a 
Paris native and an award-win-
ning journalist living in Texas. 
His email is johndavidpowell@
yahoo.com.)
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wage increase.
The wage regionalization 

argument didn’t just come 
out of nowhere. 

It has its roots in a New 
York bill signed into law 
back in 2016 which put 
upstate and the suburbs 
on a slower path to $15 
an hour than New York 
City.  Illinois already has 
mandated regionalized pay 
scales within its prevailing 
wage laws. 

A case could be made 
that a system which works 
pretty well for workers in 
the trades should be good 
for all workers.

Pritzker won by 16 
points and interpreted 
his victory as an over-
whelming mandate for 
progressive change, 
rather than as others saw 
it: Yet another repudia-
tion election inextricably 
connected to yet another 
national wave.

And here we are. 
Speaker Madigan has not 

The same old too easy answer

SEN. DALE
RIGHTER
FROM THE  
STATEHOUSE

shown any willingness to at 
least overtly resume his role as 
the guy who would help out 
business interests in a pinch. 
Senate President John Culler-
ton is a liberal who believes in 
these things. 

And once a progressive bill 
gets to the governor’s desk, 
he’s gonna sign that thing as 
sure as you’re born.

If they’re going to have any 
success at beating back some 
of these bills, the business lob-
byists will have to fully engage 
in the committee process.

Most of the big stuff that 
gets a lot of attention and is 
prominently pushed by Pritz-
ker is probably going to fly. 

The rest of the progressive 
agenda will come down to 
endless fights in the trenches.

The left has enthusiasm, 
a governor and a favorable 
national political climate at its 
back. 

The other side has process 
experience and the natural fear 
of unknown consequences. 

(Rich Miller is the editor of 
the Capitol Fax blog and news-
letter His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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Keiser said the decision 
should help the city’s position 
with the EPA. Chrisman was 
placed under an EPA order 
to get the arsenic levels in the 
water to acceptable levels and 
given a year to do so. Time is 
running out on that deadline 
and Keiser said in a previous 
meeting with EPA officials the 
agency was ready to get law-
yers involved.

Ambulance service was the 
other major discussion issue 
at the Chrisman city meeting.

Wolfe is the city council’s 
delegate to the Northern Ed-
gar County Ambulance Board 
(NECAS) and he relayed a 
request from that body for an 
extra payment to help keep 
the service going while other 
funding options are explored. 

NECAS originally or-
ganized as an all-volunteer 
service with Young Ameri-

ca, Ross, Prairie, Brouilletts 
Creek, Edgar and Shiloh 
townships along with Hume, 
Metcalf and Chrisman under-
writing the ambulance with 
payments based on popula-
tion. 

Chrisman is the single larg-
est payer into the service at 
$7,000 per year. The entire 
contribution of all the mu-
nicipalities is approximately 
$22,000 per year to operate 
the ambulance service. NE-
CAS was seeking a $2,300 ex-
tra payment from Chrisman.

“You gentlemen have the 
option to opt out,” said Wolfe, 
noting deciding not to con-
tinue as a NECAS supporter 
could mean the possibility of 
not receiving ambulance ser-
vice.

“We can’t opt out,” said 
Mayor Dan Owen. “We have 
to have an ambulance.”

The others agreed, but add-
ed the ambulance board can’t 
keep coming back asking for 

extra money.
Wolfe agreed and said NE-

CAS is exploring two options 
for securing tax funding as 
a more stable resource. He 
stressed one of the major 
problems is NECAS is orga-
nized as a volunteer service 
but volunteers are almost 
non-existent because of the 
expense required to become 
an EMT and the necessity for 
continuing education. 

“We can go down to ba-
sic service and have just one 
ambulance,” said Wolfe. “If 
we depend on volunteers, the 
ambulance can’t go out if they 
aren’t available.”

NECAS is currently rated 
as an advanced service and 
two people are going through 
paramedic training, which will 
give NECAS paramedic status 
when they are on duty.

Having paid staff will be 
expensive in a few years when 
the minimum wage hits $15 
per hour. Wolfe said payroll at 
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The Glick family later moved 
to Paris where Charlie graduat-
ed from high school. The me-
teorite traveled to Paris, also, 
and was eventually forgotten 
after David Glick died in 1991. 
Stored in a box for decades, it 
was uncovered when Charlie 
Glick opened the box in 2018 
searching for something else.

Amazed and curious, he 
showed the meteorite to Tom 
Baker, his good friend, a re-
tired career geologist from 
the Illinois State Highway De-
partment. Baker was quite im-
pressed, telling Glick it could 
be a rare specimen and advis-
ing him to seek authoritative 
sources.  

Glick showed it to Kevin 
Orpurt, the popular TV weath-
er forecaster from Terre Haute. 
Orpurt referred him to a geol-
ogist at Indiana University and 
specialists at the U. S. Geologi-
cal Survey in Bloomington.  

The assessment by the sci-
entists at Bloomington is the 
meteorite is likely a fragment 
from a famous asteroid that 
flashed to Earth between 66 
and 65 million years ago. It is 
believed to have struck where 
the Yucatan Peninsula is locat-
ed now in Mexico, and many 
believe it helped create the 
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consists of children running 
30-yard, 50-yard, 75-yard and 
100-yard dashes. A half-mile 
and mile-run are also options 
for those willing to tackle the 
longer distances.

Fun Run was well received 
the first year and since then 
Bee Well has experimented 
by offering it at different times 
during the summer in the effort 
not to conflict with other youth 
oriented activities. 

Erin Frank, one of the Fun 
Run founders, said an option 
for 2019 is starting the Fun Run 
June 18 just as the Learn to Run 
program concludes as a way 

of keeping that momentum 
going. Frank was concerned 
an early June start means the 
multi-week Fun Run will con-
flict with T-Ball.

Others at the meeting said 
there is no time to schedule the 
Fun Run when the event is not 
in conflict with some other ac-
tivity.

“Our most successful fun 
run was in July,” said Mary Liz 
Wright.

It was decided to schedule 
the 2019 Fun Run from July 
9-Aug. 8.

Wright recently approached 
convenience stores selling gi-
ant size soft drinks with refill-
able plastic cups about letting 
consumers have the option 

of re-filling the cup with wa-
ter rather than more soda as a 
healthier option. She said only 
one store expressed clear inter-
est and she needs to revisit the 
others that had to send the pro-
posal up the corporate chain. 

Eaton and Marissa Beck 
discussed an anti-tobacco 
grant the health department 
received. One requirement of 
the grant is the formation of a 
local coalition to fight tobacco 
use in the community, and they 
are actively looking for people 
to serve in that capacity.

Another requirement is de-
veloping a screening test for 
people who use tobacco prod-
ucts and are at high risk for di-
abetes, stroke and heart disease.

All four incumbent commis-
sioners – Jerry Branson, Bob 
Boyer, Steve Kemper and 
Harry Hughes – are seeking 
re-election. Hoping to unseat 
somebody for a spot at the 
council table are Jacob Ducha-
rme and Drew Griffin.

Redmon and Vermilion 
voters have no choices for 
their respective village boards. 
No candidates are on the bal-
lot for the mayor or trustee 
positions in either village.

Clark-Edgar Rural Water 
District has three trustee po-
sitions for that board with 
three candidates: Roy Sweet, 
Darcy Keys and Phil Adams.

Regional Board of School 
Trustees are elected by coun-
ty, with Paris resident Alan 
Zuber as the only Edgar 
County candidate.

Other elections appearing 
on some of the ballots include: 
Georgetown-Ridge Farm 
Community Unit School Dis-
trict, Heritage Community 
Unit School District, Oakland 
Community Unit School Dis-
trict, Sidell District Library, 
trustees Danville Area Com-
munity College, trustees Lake-
land Community College and 
trustees Parkland College.

Edgar County Clerk and 
Recorder August Griffin said 
his office will be dealing with 

approximately 100 different 
ballot styles election day be-
cause of the overlapping and 
strange configurations of some 
jurisdiction. A prime example 
is how the Georgetown-Ridge 
Farm School District pro-
trudes into a small area of Prai-
rie Township where there are 
few people.

“It’s the same thing with the 
Oakland School District,” said 
Griffin. “There are only a cou-
ple of people that live in the 
Edgar County portion of the 
district.”

Early voting for the consoli-
dated election is going on now. 
County residents wanting to 
avoid the polls on Election 
Day can go to the courthouse 
during regular business hours 
to vote. Early voting stops April 
1.

Registered voters who have 
not voted by the close of busi-
ness April 1 must go to a poll-
ing place on April 2. 

Voting on a limited basis will 
continue in the courthouse 
Election Day.

“This is same day registra-
tion and voting,” said Griffin. 

People who are not regis-
tered to vote may complete 
the registration paperwork and 
cast a vote April 2 at the court-
house. The same service is not 
available at the polling places.

Griffin added the last day to 
request an absentee ballot is 
March 28.

ELECTION
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Edgar County is part of the 
statewide breakout of hepatitis 
A

The Edgar County Health 
Department confirmed Tues-
day, March 5, 14 cases of hep-
atitis A were identified in the 
county by the end of February. 
Another possible case remains 
under investigation.  

“We continue to receive 
new reports of hepatitis A cas-
es throughout Edgar County,” 
says Jean McConkey, Director 
of Nursing at Edgar County 
Public Health Department.  
“We urge those at highest risk 
of infection to seek out hepati-
tis A vaccination, this includes 
people who use drugs, men 
who have sex with men, home-

less individuals and those 
who feel they may have been 
exposed or who have worked 
with high-risk populations.” 

Hepatitis A is an infection 
that can damage the liver and 
is passed easily from person 
to person through food, water, 
drug use and sex. It is a vac-
cine-preventable illness. Symp-
toms include jaundice (yel-
lowing of the skin and eyes), 
fever, fatigue, loss of appetite, 
diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, 
abdominal pain, dark urine, 
clay-colored bowel move-
ments and joint pain. 

McConkey urged anyone 
exhibiting these symptoms 
and who suspects hepatitis ex-
posure to immediately visit a 
personal physician or the clos-
est emergency room. 

“Individuals who may be 
infected with hepatitis A, but 
do not seek medical treat-
ment, could be exposing doz-
ens more people that public 
health officials will be unable 
to reach,” said McConkey. “To 
help stop the spread of the dis-
ease and a larger outbreak, peo-
ple who are infected, or think 
they may be infected, need to 
get treatment immediately so 
we can identify others who 
could become sick.”

There have been 44 out-
break-related cases reported 
throughout Illinois. Accord-
ing to the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, on average, 
there are 70 cases of hepatitis 
A reported in Illinois each year. 
The state had 97 confirmed 
cases in 2018.  So far in 2019, 

Edgar County now has 14 
confirmed hepatitis A cases

32 cases have been reported 
in Illinois, 17 of which have 
been associated with the 
statewide outbreak.

McConkey emphasized 
people at a higher risk for 
contracting hepatitis A 
should contact either the 
local health department or 
health care provider about 
vaccination. The vaccine 
is available for free, or at a 
reduced cost, at the Edgar 
County Health Depart-
ment for people at the 
greatest risk of becoming 
infected.  

For more information 
about hepatitis A, go to 
the IDPH website or to 
https://www.cdc.gov/
hepatit is/HAV/index .
htm.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Mayor 
Craig Smith spoke Thursday, 
March 7, at the 30th Annual 

Rural Com-
munity Eco-
nomic De-
v e l o p m e n t 
Conference 
in Springfield. 
The 2019 
Conference 
highlights ef-

forts to increase the full poten-
tial of rural Illinois.

Smith discussed community 
revitalization through connect-
ing communities to planning 
resources, development out-
comes and low-income hous-
ing tax credits. Other speakers 
addressed the benefits of creat-
ing sustainable places designed 
to improve the quality of life 

for rural residents. Sessions at 
the conference included devel-
oping high-quality health care, 
job growth, alternative ener-
gies, broadband opportunities, 
identifying existing assets in 
rural regions and looking at 
strategies to adjust to changing 
demographics and develop re-
hab housing.

Smith also spoke at the 2018 
Illinois Governor’s Conference 
on Affordable Housing in Chi-
cago. 

Both presentations at the 
Rural Community Economic 
Develelopment Conference 
and the Affordable Housing 
Conference reviewed how lo-
cal government worked hand 
in hand with the State of Illi-
nois in obtaining low-income 
housing tax credits to assist in 
acquiring affordable housing 
for the City of Paris.

Paris mayor speaks 
at state conference

SMITH

Gulf of Mexico, wiped out the 
Earth’s dinosaur population 
and contributed to the break-
up of North America, South 
America and Europe, which 
were then attached.

This giant meteorite is be-
lieved to be one of the most 
impactful meteorites in Earth 
history.  Some geologists think 
99 percent of the meteorite 
remains buried miles deep in-
side the Earth’s crust and far 
below the Gulf of Mexico. The 
remaining 1 percent splattered 
far and wide. Mission, Texas is 
800 miles from the meteorite’s 
impact site. 

Glick was told that quite a 
few pieces have been found. 
Most of the collectable pieces 
are about the size of a quarter. 
His, if properly authenticated, 
would be the largest ever dis-
covered.  

That’s in his plans. He in-
tends to contact Washington 
University in St. Louis, the 
Smithsonian Institute in Wash-
ington, D.C., Chicago’s Muse-
um of Science and Industry and 
the Rock and Mineral Show in 
Arizona, which has an annual 
meeting in rotating cities.

Glick pledges to challenge 
the experts soon to finally de-
termine if his meteorite is a run 
of the mill space rock or if it is a 
rare and historically important 
item.  

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Thousands of meteors enter the Earth’s atmosphere every year 
where between and 90 and 95 percent burn up but a few do 
make it to the ground as a meteorite. Most recovered meteor-
ites are small so something this size is rare. Paris resident Char-
lie Glick’s older brother found this meteorite in the 1960s when 
the family lived in Texas.

that point will likely exceed 
$370,00 a year for the am-
bulance. 

The Chrisman City 
Council approved making 
an extra ambulance pay-
ment for the year.

Jenness presented an 
estimate for $8,000 to fix 
the city’s jetter – a device 
for cleaning clogged sewer 
lines. 

During discussion of the 
problem, it was revealed 
no one is sure how old the 
machine is but it may have 
been partially rebuilt 20 or 
more years ago.

Jenness suggested ta-
bling the repair decision 
until the new city council is 
seated after the April elec-
tion. 

“If we need a pump in the 
meantime, there are other 
alternatives,” said Jenness, 
adding the city uses the jet-
ter approximately 10 times 
per year. 

“People who are at high 
risk, we have to refer them to 
another source,” said Eaton. 
“We need outside providers 
willing to be a referral.”

The women said restric-
tions prevent the health de-
partment from dispensing 
nicotine patches or nicotine 
gum to people who want to 
quit even though these peo-
ple may lack the financial re-
sources to acquire these aids 
for breaking the nicotine 
addiction.

“Long term we want to 
go after e-cigarettes and cre-
ate ordinances prohibiting 
smoking in parks and other 
outside recreational facili-
ties,” said Beck.  
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Learn to 
Run! set 
to begin
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Sometimes the simplest 
changes in one’s lifestyle 
can yield the biggest results 
for that individual’s health. 

The Learn to Run! pro-
gram is looking to make 
just that difference in the 
Paris community with its 
free walking and running 
training to the general pub-
lic. 

The course provides in-
dividuals with little to no 
running experience with a 
framework of how to run, 
all while in a supportive 
group environment. The 
program, which has existed 
in Decatur since 2014, is 
being organized in Paris by 
Brandi Eaton. Paris was se-
lected as the first extension 
of the program from its De-
catur home. 

“I am so excited for the 
program to expand to an-
other location here in Par-
is,” Eaton said. “I have been 
involved in it since it first 
started in Decatur and it is 
great to see it take a step to 
another community.” 

The instructional club 
will consist of 10 weeks 
—April 8 through June 
15.  Participants have the 
choice of attending three 
to four classes between 
evening sessions Monday 
through Thursday from 
5:30-6:10 p.m. or a morn-
ing class on Saturdays from 
8:30-9:10 a.m. 

The program is free to 
the public. 

“We want to eliminate 
the excuses that so many 
people make to not get out 
and exercise,” Eaton said. 
“Time and money are al-
ways big ones and we tried 
to eliminate those.” 

Learn to Run! will fo-
cus on changing intervals 
of walking and running to 
slowly aid people into a full 
30 minutes of running. The 
technique, which was used 
by Learn to Run founder 
Tracy Hewitt, has resulted 
in many runers graduating  
from the program. 

Several of the running 
days will also include 
different speakers from 
throughout the fitness 
community in Paris. Those 
will include individuals 
coming from different 
gyms and health organiza-
tions to speak to those who 
participate. There will also 
be past graduates of the 
program present each day 
to assist and support cur-
rent members. 

The Learn to Run! pro-
gram has received national 
recognition for its approach. 

See RUNNING, Page 10A

Rebuilding Tigers ready
After losing 11 seniors to graduation, Paris baseball team set to open season Monday

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.cim

Losing 11 seniors from a 
team that finished with a 28-3 
record in the 2018 season 
would give cause to believe 
that a full-blown rebuild was 
in order for the Paris Tiger 
baseball team.

Paris Tiger head baseball 
coach Creighton Tarr begs to 
differ. 

“It’s no secret to anyone 
that we graduated a lot of 
very good ball players,” said 
Tarr, who is beginning his 
11th year as the Tiger skipper. 
“That’s a part of high school 
sports. This year’s team is go-
ing to be young, but we have 
several guys who are capable 

of making an 
impact.”

For the 
past five sea-
sons, the 
Tigers have 
eclipsed the 
20-win mark. 

In order for that to happen 
again, there is one main ele-
ment that needs to become 
the focus. 

“We want to get to the 
point where we are consis-
tently playing good baseball. 
One thing that our players 
and coaching staff have taken 
pride in over the last decade, 
is playing the game at a high 
level,” Tarr said. “We have 
had guys that seriously take 

responsibility in playing the 
game the right way, and gave 
everything they had. This 
group of guys is no different.”

When returning just two 
players with significant play-
ing time from such a success-
ful season, the game plan is a 
little different than past sea-
sons. 

“Right now, we are not fo-
cusing on winning the confer-
ence or postseason games. We 
are solely focused on getting 
better each day,” Tarr empha-
sized, noting things might not 
go smoothly early on. 

“There may be some grow-
ing pains throughout the sea-
son, but I do believe that we 
are going to continue to learn, 

grow and get much better as 
time goes on,” he said.

Caleb Gates, Jacob Gates, 
and Eric Speicher are the only 
three seniors on this season’s 
roster. Caleb Gates is the only 
senior with any significant 
playing time last season.  This 
group has taken the mantle of 
leading a crop of youngsters.

“Our seniors — plus Brock 
(Minor) have done an excel-
lent job of leading by exam-
ple,” Tarr said.

This year’s team features 
players from each class at 
PHS. 

Freshmen Zach Farnham 
and Nate Hollingsworth will 
be called on to play for the var-
sity squad. Sophomores Con-

nor Gore, Mason Hutchings, 
JT Johnson, Garrett King and 
Jude Sullivan will also figure 
to get a lot of playing time. Ju-
niors Karson Martin, Hudson 
Hollis, Blayne Roberts, Reese 
Wagoner, Mitchell Worrell 
and Minor will round out the 
lineup. 

Pitching and defense wins 
ball games, and the Tigers 
will call on a number of arms 
throughout the season. 

Farnham, Caleb Gates, 
Hutchings, Johnson, King, 
Martin, Minor, Roberts, Sul-
livan, Wagoner and Worrell 
will be among those toe-
ing the rubber for Paris this 
spring.

TARR

See BASEBALL, Page 10A

WE WANT TO 
ELIMINATE  

THE EXCUSES  
THAT SO 

MANY        
PEOPLE 

MAKE TO NOT 
GET OUT AND 

EXERCISE.”
BRANDI EATON

LEARN TO RUN!

Titans 
open 
track 
season

PARIS JUNIOR LEAGUE CONCLUDES

Special to the Prairie Press

Champions of the 55th Annual Paris Junior League Tournament are the Panthers, who went undefeated through the regular 
season and the tourney to earn honors. The team is coached by Josh Rigdon, Shawn Nugent and Gary Rogers.

Panthers take tourney title
BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com

When the final buzzer sounded at 
the conclusion of the of the Paris Ju-
nior League’s 55th year, the Panthers 
won the tournament by defeating the 
Colts 39-30.

The win caps a perfect season for 
the Panthers, who did not lose a game, 
putting together an undefeated season.

The Colts took second place while 
the Bears took third place and the Ti-
gers fourth. The Cardinals won the 
consolation championship while the 
Eagles won the seventh place game.

Following the presentation of team 
and individual trophies special league 
awards were announced. 

Mason Byrnes was presented the 
Wayne Throneburg Effort Award, 
presented by Throneburg’s grandson, 
Brandon Foster. The award has been 
presented at the conclusion of the 
league tourney since 1965.

Murray Smith earned the Sports-
manship Award by Harry Hughes 
while the Don Blair Free Throw Award 
was presented to Austin Pardi by 
league president Toby Wilson.

Hughes  presented the Sherm Lat-
shaw Championship trophy to the 
tourney champion Panthers.

EAGLES 22, LIONS 17
The Lions jumped out to an early 

4-2 lead over the Eagles at the end of 
the first quarter. The Eagles came back 
out in the second period and gave the 
Lions more than they could handle as 
they took a 13-5 lead at halftime. 

Both teams hit the floor with plans 
to score in the third quarter but the Li-
ons still trailed 19-12. 

In the final quarter the Lions out-
scored the Eagles but still lost 22-17. 

Carson Throneburg led the Ea-
gles with seven points. Mason Bar-

rett helped out with two buckets and 
Sophie Henderson had a bucket and 
a free throw. Murray Smith, Karson 
Kollman, Ethan Brown and Zavier 
Quinn added two points each.

John Heelan played his last game 
in Paris City League and chalked up 
11 points. Eli Brinkerhoff and Saman-
tha Kindred each had two points. Lily 
Wyrick and Brody Quinn each scored 
a single free throw.

CARDINALS 34, HAWKS 24
In the game for the consolation 

championship, the Cardinals grabbed 
the title. 

The first quarter was evenly matched 
as the Cardinals held a narrow 8-6 lead 

at the end of the period. The efforts 
of the bench players for the Cardinals 
paid off as they were able to take a 16-8 
lead at the half. 

Heading into the final quarter the 
Cardinals held a 24-18 lead. With 
some aggressive play, the Cardinals got 
to the free throw line and made 6 of 14 
attempts. As the final buzzer the Cardi-
nals took the win 34-24. 

Dylan Lucas led the Cardinals with 
nine points followed by Carter Crippes 
with eight points. Carter Eastham had 
six points and Bella Moreschi had five 
points. Chance Chaney, Gage White 
and Emma Sanders each scored two 
points. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Special awards were presented at the conclusion of the Paris Junior League 
tourney Sunday evening at Eveland Gym. Earning the honors were first row, from 
left, Austin Pardee, Don Blair Free Throw Award; Mason Byrnes, Wayne Throneburg 
Effort Award and Murray Smith, Good Sportsmanship Award. The awards were 
presented by second row, from left, league president Toby Wilson, Brandon Foster 
and Harry Hughes.

See TOURNEY, Page 10A

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

NORMAL — The 
tri-County track teams 
opened their season Sat-
urday, March 2, at the an-
nual Normal University 
High Indoor Invitational.

Despite being the first 
meet of the season, three 
new records were estab-
lished — quite a feat for 
this early in the season.

TCT Head Coach Ryan 
Petty is returning for his 
third season leading the 
teams. 

The Titans are return-
ing from a stellar season 
a year ago when four ath-
letes finished in the top 
10 in the state in several 
events at the annual IHSA 
meet at EIU. 

With a new season and 
even more expectations 
ahead, the Titans started 
the season strong with a 
mix of returning veterans 
and new talent.

In the boys compe-
tition, two-time state 
qualifier Ramsey Hunt 
continued where he left 
off in 2018, finishing in 
third place in his specialty 
event — the triple jump 
— setting a school record 
with a leap of 42 feet, 4 
inches. 

Hunt also finished tied 
for third in the high jump 
event also setting a school 
record, clearing a height 
of 6 feet, 2 inches. 

Senior Lucas Alvarez 
finished in the top 20 tak-
ing 17th in the triple jump 
with a leap of 37 feet, 7 
inches.

In the girls meet, soph-
omore Kaylenn Hunt 
started her quest for a 
return to the state finals 
with a strong showing, 
taking first place in the 
long jump event with a 
personal best leap of 17 
feet, 5 inches. 

Hunt also took seventh 
place in the triple jump 
as well, setting a new 
school record with a leap 
of 33 feet, 7 inches. Hunt 

Siblings open with 
strong showing
at indoor meet 

See TCT TRACK, Page 10A
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)
Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00
*** Punch Card will have a total of 30 punches.  For each 18 hole round, your card will be punched 3 times; 
for each 9 hole round, your card will be punched 2 times.  Good Weekdays and Weekends.  NOT VALID 
FOR TOURNAMENTS OR OUTINGS. THESE CARDS ARE TO BE USED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL ONLY!!!

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Winter Hours

217-826-8831

Wine & Dine 
March 16, 

6 p.m. 
RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE!

Thursday and Friday 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.,  Sunday 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday

Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant
Lincoln Trail State Park

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials
Pizza Burger

$3.25

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

Grilled Cheese,
Cup of Soup & Drink 

$6.99
Homemade Soups:
Vegetable Beef, Chili

Cup.....$2.75
Bowl.....$3.99
Quart.....$9.99

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Licorice

”Our pitchers have been 
working hard to get ready for 
the season. It’s nice to have 
the experience back that 
Brock(Minor), Caleb(Gates), 
and Jude(Sullivan) got last 
year. The younger guys will be 
counted on to give us quality 
innings throughout our 35 
game schedule,” Tarr said. 

One area of concern for 
Tarr is while his team is in the 
field. 

“The biggest concern I 
have coming into our season 
is going to be our defensive 
play. Last year we had guys 
that made play after play for 
our pitchers. I know that we 
are inexperienced in that area, 

BASEBALL
FROM PAGE 9A

and we have been working 
hard on it in practice,” the 
Tiger coach said. 

Paris opens at Salt Fork 
this Monday, weather per-
mitting, followed by an 
away at Danville Schlar-
man on Thursday. The Ti-
gers then travel to Arcola 
on Friday and a double-
header at Villa Grove-Her-
itage on Saturday. 

The home opener for the 
Tigers is a week from Mon-
day (March 18) against 
Westville at the PHS dia-
mond, located behind the 
high school. 

All weekday games start 
at 4:30 p.m., with the dou-
bleheader set to get under-
way at 11 a.m. on Satur-
days.

The Road Runners Club of 
America awarded Learn to 
Run! as the Most Outstand-
ing Beginning Running Pro-
gram in 2017. 

“I am really proud of what 
Learn to Run! has done for me 
and others that have complet-
ed it,” Eaton said. “It is great to 
get the blood pumping and to 
do it in a group that is full of 
people socializing and doing 
the same thing you are.” 

Running and walking has 
been proven to have many 
varying benefits including 

weight loss, stress relief, de-
cline in depression, disease 
prevention and cholesterol re-
duction. These benefits have 
been cited throughout nearly 
every age group. 

Locations will vary 
throughout the town of Paris 
and will cover the safest and 
most popular running loca-
tions. People of all ages – from 
children to senior citizens – 
are encouraged to come out 
and walk/run together. Sever-
al locations may not be stroll-
er friendly. 

To sign up, or if you have 
any questions, contact Learn-
ToRunParisIL@gmail.com 

RUNNING
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Madox Hutchings and 
Bradley Litteral led the 
Hawks with eight points 
each. Dominic Asbury scored 
four while Brody Bishop and 
Alivyah Lankster each had 
two points.

BEARS 40, TIGERS 36
The Bears stepped up and 

took control of this game 
from the start as they led 18-2 
after the first quarter. 

After the second period, 
the Bears held a 24-12 lead. 

The sleeping Tigers woke 
up during the third quarter 
with 15 points from Ty King 
and four points from Mazie 
Hawkins. 

The Bears controlled their 
destiny with success at the 
free throw line and held a 
35-31 lead heading into the 

fourth quarter. 
Both teams fought hard 

through the final quarter but 
the Bears won 40-36 to take 
the third place trophy.

Austin Pardi led the Bears 
with 16 points as 12 of those 
came in the first quarter. Ga-
briel Roush was four of six 
from the free throw line and 
had two buckets for eight 
points followed by Jacob Sta-
ley with seven points. Parker 
Sanders and Conner Little 
finished with four points each 
while Nathan Fonner scored 
two points. 

After a strong third quar-
ter, Ty King finished the day 
with 18 points. Mazie Haw-
kins added eight points to the 
books. Garret Rigdon had 
two buckets for four points. 
Gage Woolum, Caison 
Whitaker and Brody Whitak-
er each had a bucket for two 
points.

PANTHERS 39 COLTS 30
The final game of the af-

ternoon was everything a 
championship game should 
be.

The Colts didn’t concede 
the title to the previously un-
defeated Panthers.

The Colts jumped out to 
an early 8-6 lead over the 
Panthers in the first quarter 
and continued to push the 
pace. The second quarter 
was more kind to the Pan-
thers as they took an 18-16 
lead at the half.

 Both teams had a lot of 
work cut out for them and 
their gameplay reflected that 
in the second half. 

The Panthers outscored 
the Colts in the third quar-
ter by four points increasing 
their lead by to six points go-
ing into the fourth quarter of 
play. 

The intensity of both 

teams was at an all-time high 
in the fourth quarter but the 
Panthers were able to get in 
some unanswered shots and 
ended up winning the cham-
pionship, 39-30. 

The Panthers were led 
by Jackson Rigdon with 12 
points. Drew Rogers scored 
six points while Luke Stuck 
added five to the board. Car-
ter Delashmit finished with 
a couple of buckets. Landon 
Nugent, Sean Dunn and 
Karic Mason each had three 
points. Dylan Blair had a 
bucket and Kipton Bradford 
had a free throw.

Mason Byrnes led the 
Colts with 10 points. Drake 
Thompson had six points 
and Rickie White had five 
points. Braylen Mills added 
four points. Gaige Burks and 
Gage Wright finished with 
two points and Hailey Yantis 
had a free throw. 

TOURNEY
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placed fifth in the 200-me-
ter dash with a personal best 
time of 27.48. 

Lea Schimmer placed 14th 
in the long jump by jumping 
a distance of 15 feet, 1 inch.

The boys team will be 

competing in Rantoul today, 
March 9, at the Eagles In-
door Invitational.  Start time 
is set for 10 a.m. 

The girls squad will head 
to Charleston today for the 
Eastern Illinois Invitational 
at Lantz Fieldhouse. The first 
event there is set to go off at  
9 a.m.

TCT TRACK
FROM PAGE 9A

Softball season set to open
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Lady Tiger soft-
ball team kicks off their 2019 
season this week and sec-
ond-year head coach Jeremy 
Clodfelder is excited about 
his team’s potential.

Coming off of a 16-10 sea-
son — including a loss to top 
ranked Glenwood-Chatham 
in the regional finals 10-7 last 
year — Clodfelder is anxious 

to get things rolling. 
“I feel like we have a real-

ly good team that genuinely 
likes each other, and loves 
being around each other.,” he 
said. “We improved last sea-
son and have almost everyone 
back. These ladies are ready to 
compete and take yet another 
step forward.” 

Paris lost five games by one 
run and another two by just 
two runs.

Team members include 
returners Sara Burger, Kelsie 
Dosch, Sydney Fox, Kaitlyn 
Mathews, Kendall Mathews, 
Ashlan McConchie, Sami 
Potter, Alex Winiger, Aubrey 
Sanders, Carlei Sapp, Katrina 
Strow, Whitney Todd and 
Brooklyn Westerfield. 

Newcomers include Ally 
McClarey, Chloe Waltz, and 
Karley Moore.

Kaitlyn Mathews earned 

first-team all Little Illini Con-
ference honors last season.

Paris opens their season 
on Tuesday as they travel to 
Hume to face the Tri-County 
Titans. 

The Lady Tigers return 
home Wednesday to host 
Okaw Valley and Thursday 
they host Tolono-Unity. 

Paris is set to wrap up their 
busy opening week as they 
travel to Arcola. 

EXPECT
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GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
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www.prairiepress.net

Youth learning boxing
BY SUSAN VELA
Rockford Register Star

ROCKFORD, Ill. (AP) — 
The boys trickle into Patriots 
Boxing Gym shaking hands. 
Rockford police officer Eric 
Thurmond slaps them on the 
back.

Thurmond hasn’t seen 
them in about a month be-
cause the recent spell of ex-
treme winter weather put a 

hold on a new partnership 
designed to hook at-risk 
boys on boxing, provide 
mentoring and strengthen 
ties to their community.

They quickly settle into 
warm-up exercises before 
pummeling punching bags 
and then fine tuning their 
blocking and punching 
skills by sparring with each 
other.

The program is a partner-
ship between Patriots on 
Seventh Street, the United 
Way and the Rockford Po-
lice Department. Thurmond 
and fellow patrolman Cory 
Magnuson show young box-
ers the ropes.

“We’re trying to build 
relationships,” said Grant 
Schubert, United Way’s 
neighborhood impact man-
ager. “We’re trying to make 
the police seem as accessi-
ble and as great as they actu-
ally are (and) get (them) to 
see kind of the face behind 
the badge, which is one of 
the things United Way has 
been dedicated to do with 
our strong neighborhood 
work.”

The program started in 
December and attracts up to 
15 boys every Tuesday. Mu-
sic may play while they jump 
rope and do jumping jacks. 
Drills turn serious when 
they put on their gloves.

Last Tuesday, Schubert 
was wiping his brow during 
a workout while the boys 
were getting into their fight-
ing stances.

Jason Jenkins, a West Mid-
dle School student, whaled 
on the bag for a two-minute 
drill. Magnuson gave him 
a thumbs up and some per-
sonal instruction. Schubert 
held the bag for a bit.

“It’s like to get all your 

anger out,” Jenkins said. “It 
helps you calm down.”

Patrick Dubose, 12, 
switched his shoulders from 
left to right, blocking hooks 
and jabs from his partner.

“Come on,” he ordered his 
partner. He hopes boxing 
makes him stronger on the 
football field.

Thurmond, a three-year 
police veteran, is a martial 
arts fan who reached out 
to the United Way to help 
neighborhood children find 
a positive hobby.

“Obviously, kids need an 
outlet outside of school,” 
Thurmond said. “They all 
have potential, but there is 
definitely a lot of kids who 
never boxed before. They 
have really good technique. 
“They’re developing a pas-
sion for boxing. It’s really 
neat to see, just a lot of kids 
in here. They’re really amaz-
ing.”

The boys and their in-
structors formed a ring to 
conclude their boxing ses-
sion. 

Schubert asked them 
to say something positive 
about their gains from box-
ing. Better balance and 
good grades are some of 
their responses.

“Say thank you to Cory. 
He’s the real teacher here,” 
Schubert said. “Good job. Be 
safe.”

Qu’Ran Haynes, 13, lin-
gered after class.

“Cory helped me get a bet-
ter pivot when I throw my 
right hook,” he said, demon-
strating. “At first, I didn’t 
really have it. My leg was 
flopping up or something 
like that. I just got better at 
balance. My stance — I plant 
my ground. That way, if I get 
hit, I don’t fall back.”
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MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Masonic Temple Board
301 S. Central  • Paris, IL

Drive-Thru available!

Serving 4-7:00 p.m.

  Not responsible for accidents

Sponsored by 

Saturday, March 16, 2019
JONAH FISH FRY

Handicap accessible dining 

Donation:   
Adults $9.00

Children 12 & under $5.00

TIGER BASKETBALL MARKS SEASON’S END

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Tiger boys basketball teams mrked the end of their season with the traditional potluck 
dinner and awards program Sunday in the PHS Den. Special awards were presented, including the 
Dick Foley Most Valuable Player Award to Mason Hutchings who also earned honorable mention 
Little Illini Conference honors.

Paris honors boys teams
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Tiger boys bas-
ketball team officially ended 
its 2018-2019 season with the 
annual awards potluck dinner 
Sunday, March 3, in the Paris 
High School Den. 

The Tigers  finished with a 
9-20 record overall, and a 1-7 
mark in the Little Illini Con-
ference. Paris also won the 
annul Tri-County Holiday 
Tournament in December.

Boys freshman-sophomore 
coach Jordan Stallings started 
the festivities off by handing 
out awards to his players.

Winning the offensive play-
er award for the freshman 
squad was Zach Farnham. 
Taking home defensive player 
honors was Conor Breneman. 
Earning the most improved 
plaque was Bryan Kohlmeyer.

For the sophomore Tigers, 
Preston Porter garnered the 

offensive player award. Ma-
son Stuck earned defensive 
player honors while Justyn 
Allen won the most improved 
award.

Junior varsity  coach Adam 
Vilk took his turn at the podi-
um and handed out plaques 
to his team. 

The defensive player of 
the year went to JT Johnson. 
Earning the band-aid award 
was Logan Rhoads. There 
were co-winners of the most 
improved award with Pres-
ton Porter and Zach Farnham 
sharing that honor. The MVP 
of the JV team was Garrett 
King, with JR Brinkerhoff  
meriting the Tiger award.

Paris Tiger varsity Coach 
Shawn Nugent wrapped 
things up by passing out 
awards to his team. 

Earning defensive player of 
the year was junior Matthew 
Brouwer. The band-aid plaque 

went to Colton Landrum. 
Once again the most im-

proved award was shared by 
Dustin Creech and JT John-
son. 

The Richard H.(Dick) 
Foley Most Valuable Player  
Award was presemted to Ma-
son Hutchings. Sharing the 
coveted Tiger award was Jude 
Sullivan and Bryce Gladding.

There were also some special 
awards passed out with Mat-
thew Brouwer setting a school 
record for most blocks in a 
game with 16 in the Tri-Coun-
ty Holiday Tournament. 

Sophomore guard Mason 
Hutchings was also named 
to the Little Illini Conference 
honorable mention squad.

Named the recipient of 
the Methodist Men’s Sports-
manship award was Brouwer. 
Garnering the Paris Sports 
Network free throw plaque 
was Hutchings. 

PHS ATHLETES SIGN COLLEGE LETTERS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris senior Caleb Mullenix, center, holds his signed letter of intent to play football for Division 
III school Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio. Seated with Mullenix are his parents Charles and Tricia 
Mullenix. Standing is PHS football Coach Jeremy Clodfelder.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Austin Ricketts, Paris High School senior, displays his signed letter of intent to play football 
for MacMurray College, a Division III school at Jacksonville. Also pictured with Ricketts are his 
parents, sister and PHS football coach Jeremy Clodfelder. Seated, left to right, Melissa Ricketts, 
Austin Ricketts and Paul Ricketts. Standing, left to right, Clodfelder and Lauren Ricketts.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris High School senior Aubrey Sanders signs a letter of intent to play softball for Eureka Col-
lege, a Division III school at Eureka. Seated with Sanders are her parents Troy and Tobi Sanders. 
Standing, left to right, PHS softball coach Jeremy Clodfelder and Lonnie Sapp, who coached 
Sanders on a traveling team.

Tri-County softball ready to go
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122744@yahoo.com

HUME — Clay Bess had a 
strategy going into his first year 
of coaching Tri-County Titans 
high school softball last season.

The first-year boss wanted to 
bring in a new culture of hard 
work, determination and im-
provement. 

The Tri-County program 
was in to its fourth year of com-
petitive high school softball 
since its creation in 2013. 

Bess’ goal since taking the 
job was to put the program on 
the map and hopefully bring 
the first ever regional champi-
onship in co-op history. The 
only time a squad got close 
was under the name Shiloh 
reaching the regional title con-
test before losing to Arcola in 
Broadlands, but the current co-
op has never gotten to a region-
al title game.

Bess hopes that the 2019 
campaign will be a different 
story.

The Titan squad returns five 
players from last season’s team 
while adding some strong tal-
ent from the recent girls bas-
ketball state run and from the 
successful volleyball program 
in hopes of improving on a 
4-17 record.

The Titans will be facing off 
against some of the top teams 
from around the area.  

“It would mean a lot to play 
with these girls and have an en-
joyable season,” senior pitcher 
Grace Kile said. “It’s (the se-
niors) last chance, so we can’t 
take it for granted.”

Kile returns for her fourth 
season after leading the team 
in batting average going .485 in 
42 plate appearances. She was 
also the number one pitcher 
earning a 4-2 mark with a 5.06 
ERA and averaging 9 strikeouts 
a contest in 11 appearances.  

Joining Kile in the circle will 
be junior Cailynne Phillips. She 

was the second leading hitter 
with a .482 average and 27 hits 
in 71 plate appearances with 14 
doubles and 20 runs scored.  

Phillips will be the team’s 
number two pitcher in relief, 
but will be relied on in the in-
field posting a .929 fielding per-
centage a season ago.  When it 
comes to fight and fun, Phil-
lips mentioned the Titans will 
be the team fans will want to 
watch.

The Titans will have two 
players that will be returning 
to the team after a two year 
absence in infielder Meredith 
Smith and catcher/first base-
man Kiersten Price-Wilson

Smith and Price-Wilson are 
coming off of their fourth place 
finish as members of the TCT 
girls basketballteam.  

Smith brings a strong glove 
playing second base while 
Price-Wilson brings a depend-
able presence behind plate and 
a strong target for teammates at 
the first base position.

Another player bringing her 
athleticism to the field is se-
nior outfielder Morgan Houia.  
Houia has been a staple as a 
part of the Titan volleyball 
team.  That support and unity, 
according to Smith, will be vital 
for this season.

Tri-County will also have 
three freshman with some soft-
ball experience in the junior 
high ranks on this year’s team 
in infielders Caroline Smith 
and Megan Houlihan, and 
catcher Bella Dudley. 

These three players played in 
the first two years of the junior 
high program established in 
2016 and started both seasons. 
That experience is something 
the high school program is 
hoping to pay dividends in the 
long run.

The Titans have a 37 game 
schedule from all parts of Cen-
tral Illinois, including some of 
the bigger city schools in the 

area.  
“The big thing we struggled 

with last year was toughness,” 
he said.  “We’ve adopted ‘Dig 
In’ as our motto.  It doesn’t 
matter the speed of the pitch 
we face or the hop of a ground-
er, dig in and be tough, physi-
cally and mentally.  We’ve got a 
group of girls ready to be tough 
and have fun.”
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Financial Solutions 
for every step of life.

BANKING  |  WEALTH MANAGEMENT  |  INSURANCE

“ I strive to help individuals and 
families secure financing for their 
dream home.”

Meet Darla McClure

Whether you are looking to refinance your existing home, purchase 
a new home, or obtain a line of credit for home improvements, Darla 
McClure, First Mid’s local Retail Loan Officer, is the person to speak 
to!  With nearly a decade of experience in the banking industry, Darla 
offers a great deal of knowledge to help you secure financing! 
 
A Paris resident for more than 17 years, Darla is active in the 
community through school fundraisers and bank sponsored charity 
events.  When she’s not helping customers, she enjoys spending 
quality time with family and friends.
 
Stop by or call our Paris location to meet with Darla and to find 
out how she can help you achieve your home ownership dreams!

We’re in it for the long haul.
For nearly 15 years, EDP Renewables 

has been a trusted producer of 
wind power in Illinois, investing more than 

$1.7 billion across our five projects and 
supporting more than 60 permanent jobs.

A BIG 
THANK YOU 

to all of the teams and sponsors 
of the Bar Stool Golf Tournament. 
There was over $3,500.00 raised 

for local charities!
Thank you Again.

VFW Post 3601
Charles Thomas, Com.

See the Gravely 
insert in today's issue of 

The Prairie Press and buy 
your next Gravely mower from 
Brown's Service Center. 

Proud to serve 
Paris & the surrounding 
area for over 30 years.

Brown’s Service Center
327 N. Central  •  Paris, IL 61944

217-466-5511

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The remnants of a mass kill-
er may be hidden away in Paris.

Charlie Glick owns a mete-
orite that some scientists say 
could possibly be a part of the 
giant asteroid that crashed into 
the Earth between 66 and 65 
million years ago and brought 
the Mesozoic Era of geological 
time to an immediate end. The 
impact and the aftermath re-
sulted in the extinction of not 
only the dinosaurs but also 75 
percent of all life on Earth at 
the time.

So the big question is how 
could one asteroid strike be 
so devastating? Nothing in hu-
man experience comes close in 
comparison so understanding 
the devastation is not easy.

The asteroid was beyond 
massive. It was at least six miles 
wide and possibly larger. It was 
the equivalent of a mountain 
slamming into the Earth at 
more than 40,000 mph.

Upon impact, the aster-
oid blew out a 115-mile wide 
crater near what is now the 
Yucatan Peninsula in the Gulf 
of Mexico. The force of the 
impact pushed several miles 
deep into the planet’s crust and 
immediately vaporized thou-
sands of cubic miles of rock 
that was ejected high into the 
atmosphere.

The fireball at ground zero 
instantly killed everything 
within a 625-mile radius. Ther-
mal radiation set trees, grasses 

and other vegetation on fire.
Water displaced by the as-

teroid resulted in a tsunami 
that may have reached 1,000 
feet high in some locations and 
penetrated miles inland. As 
the water flowed back to the 
sea it dragged untold amounts 
of land surface material with it 
and laid down deep deposits of 
debris fields. 

The shock wave triggered 
an unprecedented earthquake 
of at least 10.1 on the Richter 
scale and may have been even 
more powerful. No earthquake 
in the time of humans has 
matched it. 

And the bad events just kept 
coming. About eight minutes 
after impact, the ejecta from 
the crater started falling over 
a wide area. This material was 
blasted out at molten rock tem-
perature and was still hot while 
falling. Some areas got buried 
under hundreds and possibly 
thousands of feet of hot grit. 
The falling debris started still 
more fires in other areas.

At the 45-minute mark, 
wind moving at 600 mph was 
generated as the atmosphere 
recovered.

Life much farther away did 
not suffer immediate annihi-
lation although the world was 
ending. The sky grew dark as 
the ash from the explosion 
circled the globe in a matter of 
hours and the planet plunged 
into darkness.

Scientists differ on how 
long the darkness lasted. 

Nothing more than a twilight 
level of sunlight may have 
reached the surface for per-
haps several years having a 
dramatic impact on plants and 
photosynthesis.

Others say the nuclear win-
ter may not have been years 
long, but in the best-case sce-
nario, it took many months 
for rainfall to clear the massive 
amount of soot and ash from 
the atmosphere. What came 
out of the air fell as acidic mud.

Worldwide fires caused by 
the asteroid strike released so 
many toxins into the air the 
protective ozone layer was 
destroyed, allowing the sun’s 
deadly UV radiation to get 
through.

While the sun was blotted 
out, global temperatures fell. 
When the skies cleared, tem-
peratures went up and shot 
past normal into a period of 
excessive global warming be-
cause the impact immediately 
released an estimated 10,000 
billion tons of carbon diox-
ide, 100 billion tons of carbon 
monoxide and 100 billion tons 
of methane — all greenhouse 
gases.

Recent studies also point to 
an increased period of volca-
nism in the same time period 
as the impact. It is possible the 
volcano activity was on the 
increase before the asteroid 
strike and the shock that fol-
lowed led to continued signif-
icant activity, which put more 
ash and more toxic gases into 

the atmosphere. 
Geologically speaking, it is 

hard to separate the asteroid 
impact and highpoint of the 
Deccan Traps, an ancient vol-
canic region of India where 
an area of more than 200,000 
square miles is covered in ba-
salt. The volcanic rock is up to 
6,500 feet thick in places.

The Earth’s geography was 
much different 65 million 
years ago as all of the land was 
essentially in one location on 
one side of the world and this 
may have contributed to the 
mass extinctions. Two super 
continents existed as Laurasia 
and Gondwana. Continental 
drift — perhaps helped by the 
shock from the asteroid — 
eventually formed the globe as 
it is known today.

Laurasia became North 
America and Eurasia. South 
America, Africa, Australia, 
Antarctica and the Indian sub-
continent were all originally 
part of Gondwana.

There is an argument if the 
asteroid had landed in one of 
the deep oceans the results — 
while devastating to coastal ar-
eas and the ocean environment 
— might not have resulted in 
a mass extinction of the dino-
saurs and other land-based life 
forms. 

If it had happened that way, 
life on Earth would be much 
different today having followed 
another evolutionary path. 

We likely would not be here 
writing and reading about it.

Deadly asteroid changed life’s evolution
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For runner Bill Briggs, age just number
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Often, people will catego-
rize people and what they are 
able to accomplish by factors 
of height, weight and espe-
cially age. 

Bill Briggs, a longtime res-
ident of Savannah, Georgia, 
has managed to shatter the 
profile of age though. 

Briggs, who is set to turn 89 
on St. Patrick’s Day, has run 
in over 600 races throughout 
his lifetime, a milestone that is 
highly revered in the running 

community. 
“I love running and every-

thing that it has done for my 
life,” Briggs said. “It really was 
a godsend for me and has 
been a part of my life since I 
started it.” 

Briggs was inspired to be-
gin his running journey in 
1979 when his nephew ran 
as a bandit (one who is not 
officially registered to run) in 
the Chicago Marathon. Some 
personal struggles in his life 
also allowed running to serve 
as a modem of control in his 

life.  
“It really gave me reassur-

ance in my life at the time,” 
Briggs said. “At a time when 
I felt like I didn’t have a lot of 
control, I was able to control 
everything about my run-
ning.” 

Briggs, who lived in Paris 
for nearly 40 years, has many 
fond memories regarding the 
city. 

“I grew up in a small town 
outside of Boston and the 
size of Paris reminded me of 
home,” Briggs said. “My wife 

(Dorene Walden) was from 
Paris and we were active in 
everything from recycling to 
church there.” 

Despite being in the begin-
ning stages of his racing career 
at the time, Briggs trained by 
running from Paris to Red-
mon. He officially competed 
in his first race - the Chica-
go marathon - in October of 
1979, just four months after 
he first started running. 

“It was tough to have such a 
big race like a marathon as my 
first one,” Briggs said. “Finish-
ing it though was an incredi-
ble feeling.” 

In 1996, Briggs moved to 
Savannah where he has con-
tinued to run in anything 
from 5K’s to marathons. He 
is currently sitting at 618 rac-
es, 60 marathons and over 
60,000 miles under his belt. 
With so many achievements 
accomplished, many peo-
ple would consider slowing 
down. He has no intention to 
stop running though and is 
advocating for others around 
his age group to get involved 
in the sport as well. 

“Running is really a posi-
tive addiction and I love it so 
much,” Briggs said. “There are 
a lot of people that stop being 
active when they get older 
and there are often not many 
people in my age group at rac-
ing events. I want to change 
that and to show people of my 
age that they can get out and 
run too.” 

ADVERTISING:
The engine

of this free
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Some things about girls and 
women I’ll never understand, 
even if I live to be 200.  

One 
of those 
mysteries 
in why they 
are scared 
of mice. 
Now, when 
I say scared, 
I mean 
terrified 
as if their 
life was in 

extreme jeopardy, every bit as 
dangerous as being tied to the 
railroad tracks with a roaring 
locomotive fast approaching.

I reckon if asked why they’re 
afraid of mice, they’d say, 
“Well, elephants are terribly 
afraid of mice. Elephants 
are considerably bigger than 
women, so if the sight of a little 
mouse throws an elephant into 
an ear-flapping, leg-stomp-
ing panic mode, then why 
shouldn’t women be afraid, 
also?”

Seems like a good question 
at first consideration. Howev-
er, domestic cats are tiny when 
compared with elephants, and 
their undenied specialty is 
chasing and catching mice. So 
that pretty much eliminates 
relative size as a factor.

Let‘s just say girls and 
women are scared of mice. 
They’re also scared of bugs 
and anything that squeaks like 
a mouse. What’s really funny 
is a group of girls who panic at 
the same time. They sound off 
like the bells of St. Mary’s, only 
much eerier, louder and faster.

These introductory com-
ments bring to mind a good 
recent story about women, 
circa 2019. They reside and 
circulate among the good citi-
zenry of Paris on a daily basis.

A very nice senior citizen 
climbed into her pristinely 
clean car and picked up three 
of her friends to attend a noon 
luncheon/meeting. Along the 
way one of the backseaters 
detected a chirping noise 
apparently emanating from 
inside the vehicle. The others 
thought she was imagining this 
squeak. It was faint.  

“Could be a mouse or 
maybe a baby bird,” the discov-
erer remarked.  “I can barely 
hear it.”

“Oh, I can hear it now,” 
added the other backseater, 
“but I’ll be doggoned if I can 
discern its location.”

They stopped the car and 
turned off the key to hear 
better, but with no luck. After 
a minute or so they resumed.  
Shortly afterward all four 
heard the shrill squeaking 
noise. 

“You know what I think it 
is?” asked the driver. “Sounds 
to me like a bat that’s flown 
into the car and is trapped 
someplace. That’s what I think 
it is.”

They heard it squeak at odd 
intervals until they reached 
their destination. It was 
misting rain, but one suggest-
ed leaving a window cracked 
open while they met inside. 
They hoped the thing might 
escape. Well, that didn’t work, 
because two hours later when 
they headed to their homes, 
the mysterious squeaking 
continued.  

Once it was louder than 

Women deal 
with a creepy 
squeak

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

As a teenager, I wore a 
ducktail; the rage in the 1950s. 
A signature of rebellion, adults 
damned 
them. 
Ducktails, 
ministers 
thundered, 
were tickets 
to hell.

If a duck-
tail defines 
sin, I am 
now a saint. 

Preachers 
did not get into T-shirts and 
belts. That was the bailiwick of 
high school principals. In my 
case, it was Marvin Smith.

Smith was in high dungeon 
when it came to belts and 
T-shirts, but to his credit, he 
went easy on ducktails. Our 
amazement invited hours 
of speculation as to why he 
bypassed ducktails. But, Smith 
was an odd duck.

His gray, short-cropped hair 
was swept back. Metal-framed 
glasses perched on his nose. 
Smith wore bow-ties, white 
shirts and suits. Students 
respected him, not because 
of his outward projection of 
sternness, but for his fairness 
and razor humor.

When Smith was on the 
warpath and tapped the micro-
phone we were in for vintage 
Smith. He was a master of wit, 
buried in sarcasm. His most 
eloquent reprimand emerged 
from an incident in which a cat 
was locked in the ticket booth.

Five minutes of sarcasm 
generated gales of laughter. 
Smith’s delivery was eloquent. 
His timing, sublime. He was 
peerless. Few principals could 
match Smith on his best days. 
The boredom of school was 
shattered.

I stood in front of the mirror 
several days ago, counting a 
thin crop of 245 hairs when the 
wig incident came to mind. A 
few years into my fake news 
newspaper career, my hair lost 
its roots. As the loss accelerat-
ed, a bald spot appeared.

It was in its infancy, but 
as men do when the comb 
crosses empty fields, I fell prey 
to the machinations of my edi-
tor’s girlfriend, who happened 
to be a stylist. She noticed 
my plight and offered me the 
sanctuary of a wig.

It reminded me, for some 
reason, of a mop, but it offered 
shelter from the elements, 
and – I supposed – from 
comments related to my bald 
spot. The police chief, a friend 
of mine, had commented in-
cessantly on the hairless island 
and inspired me to contem-
plate murder.

When I walked into the 
newsroom the first morning 
sporting my wig, I was regard-
ed with more than curiosity; 
the reaction was fixation. 
Questions thrown at me bor-
dered on, “Why in the hell did 
you do that?”

Interest in the subject 
declined within a few days. 
The chief got on with his focus 
on crime. Firemen – I am 
convinced – expected at some 
point to be called to extinguish 
a burning wig. The news of the 
parking place of the wig spread 
throughout the community.

The hair 
maketh 
the man

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

BY RUTH PATCHETT
rpweib1@gmail.com

This past Christmas I gave my 
mother-in-law, June, the John Stein-
beck book, “Travels with Charley.” 

June is a resident of Pleasant Mead-
ows in Chrisman and enjoys it when 
I visit and read a book with her. She 
always loved to travel when she was 
able and has visited places all over the 
world so I thought this book might in-
terest her. She loves dogs as well and 
from the book’s description it was 
about the famous author traveling 
across the USA with his dog, Charley. 
It was a perfect choice. When I read to 
her I always make sure her roommate 
Doris is also able to enjoy the story, 
and all three of us are loving it. 

“Travels with Charley” inspired me 
to write this column about travel and 
regional food. Whenever one travels, 
if you get off the beaten path, and I 
hope you do, it is fun to enjoy the lo-
cal cuisine. 

In early January, I had an opportu-
nity to take a great trip to Florida with 
two of my dearest friends Sue Stine 
and Sue O’Neill. I called it traveling 
with the SUESUE Travel Agency as 
they really knew how to take care of 
me. 

Stine has been going to the Anna 
Marie Island area just south of Tampa 
for more than 40 years. She knows the 
best places for fresh seafood. We start-
ed the days leisurely, enjoying coffee 
and a light healthy breakfast. Lunch 
was always at a great place and when 
the forecast for back home showed 
temps in the 20s it made eating out-
side even more special. Watching the 
gorgeous scenery was an added plus.  

After lunch, it was time for walking 
on the beach, shopping, more walk-
ing on the beach and then my perfect 
kind of dinner in the evening. Cold 
shrimp, smoked salmon, assorted 
cheeses, crackers, hummus, red wine, 
fresh fruit and Key lime pie. We al-
ways made sure to eat local, not at a 
chain, and one of our favorites was the 
Cortez where patrons can watch the 
seafood coming in as they eat.   

The two Sues and I have been 
friends for a long time. We never run 
out of conversation and while we were 
enjoying our first beautiful sunset and 
the ocean breezes, our neighbors at 
the condo happened to hear O’Neill 
mention Clarion, Iowa, where she 
had grown up and a particular sand-
wich she loved called a Maid Rite. It 
turned out our condo neighbors were 
from the same area in north-central 
Iowa, and they also had a fondness for 
Maid Rite sandwiches, an Iowa food 
specialty. They had a happy time rem-
iniscing about places they both knew. 

Great food, exercise, over 10,000 
steps on my Fitbit, friendly neighbors 
and each of us trying to take the per-
fect sunset picture made for an amaz-
ing vacation. 

As I said earlier, the SUESUE travel 
agency really knew how to take care 

Eats off the beaten path
Special to The Prairie Press 

Originating in Muscatine, Iowa, the Maid Rite sandwich is a popular local favorite, also known as a loose meat sandwich.

of me. Friday was the last full day as 
O’Neill and I were flying home Satur-
day to Indianapolis. Stine was staying 
for another month in this fabulous 
condo on the beach she had rented – 
smart lady.

Someone told us to watch for the 
manta rays swimming very close to the 
edge of the shore but it turned out the 
correct name was skate fish which are 
much smaller. We probably counted at 
least 70 and then turned to go back to 
the condo for a brief respite before fin-
ishing our 10,000 steps.

Unfortunately for me I never made 
my last 3,000 steps. I fell on the stairs 
going up to our condo. Fortunately I 
did not break my head, arm or hip. As 
it turned out, I fractured the second 
metatarsal of my left foot, which is why 
I have been in a boot for several weeks. 
Even more fortunate was that O’Neill 
the other half of the SUESUE travel 
agency is a nurse practitioner who can 
read an X-Ray when necessary. 

The urgent care person down there 
told me I had broken my toe. 

“Wrong,” O’Neill said, having ob-
served my severely swollen foot, “look 
at that again,” which they did at her in-
sistence. They found it was not a bro-
ken toe, but a fracture to the second 

metatarsal. Had it not been for O’Neill 
looking out for me, chances are I would 
have split the bone even more and may 
have required surgery when I got home. 
From now on I may only want to travel 
with Sue and Sue. They are the best. 

See FOODS Page 9B
See CODGER, Page 9B

America just celebrated the 
Grand Canyon’s centennial as a 
national park.

Located in northwestern 
Arizona, Teddy Roosevelt saw 
the canyon in 1903 saying, “It 
is beyond comparison, beyond 
description. … Let this great 
wonder of nature remain as 
it now is. Do nothing to mar 
its grandeur, sublimity, and 
loveliness.” 

Roosevelt gave it protected 
status in 1908 and Feb. 26, 
1919, just three months after 
World War I ended, Woodrow 
Wilson signed the act declaring 
it a national park.

The first Europeans to set 
eyes on the canyon were a 
group of soldiers from the 
army of Coronado led by 

García López de Cárdenas on 
a quest to find the fabled Seven 
Cities of Gold in 1540. The 
canyon was not explored for 
another 300 years. 

Lewis and Clark’s expedi-
tion took a northern route in 
1804 and missed the Grand 
Canyon. Only after the Civil 
War did Major John Wesley 
Powel document its grandeur. 
Powell fought in the Civil 
War and lost his right arm at 
the Battle of Shiloh. He later 
headed a mission for Ulysses 
Grant to explore the unknown 
canyon-lands of the southwest. 
His crew showed exceptional 
courage floating boats through 
the Grand Canyon rapids in 
1869.

The elevation of the south 

rim is 6,800 feet above sea 
level. It is a mile down to the 
bottom where the Colorado 

River flows, 
and the bot-
tom is still 
2,200 feet 
above sea 
level. The 
land around 
the canyon 
was not 
always 1.25 
miles high. 
Through 

history it was normally below 
sea level.

North America started 500 
million years ago with land 
formations along what is now 
the east coast and another 
mountainous belt running 

down the current west coast. 
The Appalachian Mountains 
on the east date back to this 
time but the original west coast 
mountains are long gone. The 
great central region in between 
was shallow sea extending from 
the Gulf well up into Canada. 

The seas, before the Great 
Plains filled with silt, left a 
wealth of fossils. They are 
mostly plants and shell animals 
but include dinosaur bones 
found in the Dakotas. Over 
time the seas accumulated 
thousands of feet of sediment, 
which was compressed into 
sedimentary rock. 

This belt later to form the 
Great Plains was low and 
periodically submerged deep 
under water during times of 

rising sea level. For more than 
300 million years the shallow 
sea was regularly buried under 
rising waters, which deposited 
layers of sediment.

 The base rock layer cooled 
from molten material dating 
back 2 billion years. It is iron 
rich pink granite rock. Through 
the eons the region regularly 
flooded and sediments eroding 
down from the high lands on 
both sides filled the waters 
with sand, silt and clay. These 
were compressed into sedi-
mentary rock in regular cycles.

Earth’s crust is only 18 miles 
thick. It literally floats on top 
the mantel. The planet’s radius 
is 4,000 miles to the center. 
The thin crust is fragile and 
cracked like a broken eggshell. 

These pieces are moved by 
mantel material oozing under 
them. It results in continental 
drift where whole sections of 
crust move inches per year like 
puzzle pieces.

During the Precambrian 
era 1.8 billion years ago North 
America collided with a chain 
of volcanic islands creating 
cracks where magma flowed 
up forming the pink granite 
base. 

The plains were flooded 515 
million years ago with muddy 
warm seas leaving a layer 
of greenish shale including 
trilobites, brachiopods and 
worm-like creatures. After the 
waters receded 280 million 
years ago, it was a low coastal 

Grand Canyon is cross-section of Earth’s ancient history
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SUET PUDDING

½ cup sorghum or molasses
1 ½ cups buttermilk
1 cup ground suet
1 cup raisins
2 tsp. cinnamon, ¼ tsp. cloves, 
1 tsp. salt, 1 tsp. baking soda
3 cups flour

Mix soda in buttermilk and stir all 

ingredients together.
Steam pudding for 3 hours
Serve with sauce

SAUCE FOR SUET PUDDING

½ cup brown sugar
2 T. flour
1 T. melted butter
1 cup boiling water
1 tsp. vanilla

Mix together sugar, flour and but-
ter in small saucepan with wire whisk. 
Pour boiling water over mixture and 
cook for another 2-3 minutes till 
mixture thickens. Add vanilla, stir and 
pour over hot pudding.

PRIDE OF IOWA COOKIES 

1 cup brown sugar
1 cup white sugar
1 cup shortening 
2 eggs
1 cup flour 
3 cups oatmeal 
1 cup coconut
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder
½ tsp salt 
1 tsp. vanilla

Cream together sugars and shorten-

ing. I used half shortening and a stick of 
butter. Beat in eggs, baking soda, baking 
powder, salt and vanilla. Add dry ingredi-
ents. Roll into balls and flatten with fork 
dipped in white sugar. Bake in 375 degree 
oven for 9-10 minutes. 

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

Avoiding chain restaurants while 
traveling is a great way to broaden the 
palate by sampling regional favorites 
like this plate of blue grits and shrimp 
in Florida.
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TOPS #IL. 1563 met Thurs-
day, Feb. 28, with 19 members 
attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Terri Cheatham, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Saunny 
Preston, KOPS weekly best 
loser; Jill Hoffman, best walk-
er and winner of the walking 
drawing; Sandy Randall, food 
chart drawing winner; Jean 
Daniels, best loser for Febru-
ary; and Sue Bennett won the 
monthly dues drawing. 

Members walked 32 miles 
for the week. 

Jo Ellen Edmonds’ program 
about “Emotional Freedom” 
discussed how emotions and 
personal response to them af-
fects eating habits.  

Leader Sue English an-
nounced club members Janet 
Embry and Brenda Lilley are 
invited to represent the club 
during an upcoming Area 
Recognition Day in Effing-
ham.

TOPS #IL. 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday morning at the 
Highland Manor Community 
Room with weigh-ins begin-
ning at 8 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m.  Visitors and 

TOPS groups meet

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Rotary Club Students of the Month for February are 
Michelle Reyes-Lopez, left, and Sean Blair, right. Rotary Scholar-
ship chairman Kim Stewart is in the center.

Good morning and hello 
again from the residents and 
staff here at the Highland 

Manor, also 
known as the 
Paris High 
Rise.

I haven’t 
correspond-
ed since 
before the 
Christmas 
holiday, the 
reason being 
that Mr. C 

paid me another visit with 
chemos, infusions, bone scans, 
shots, etc. Some readers out 
there know the drill.

I am just thankful to my 
Lord that I am able to drive, 
walk without the aid of a cane 
or walker and can get out and 
about.

Hey folks, what about 
the beautiful lunar eclipse in 
January? The total eclipse was 
a beautiful sight with the moon 
taking on a very red tint of 
color.

We call this the Full Wolf 
Moon, however, way back in 
history the Native American 
name for it was the Full Wolf 
Red Blood Moon. I didn’t do 
any research on the Blood 
Moon but those that missed it 
sure missed a gorgeous heaven-
ly event.

Let’s get to some news from 
here at the manor. I’ll begin 
with our annual Christmas 

Highland Manor residents keeping  busy
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Appointments: 217-466-4475
MyHorizonHealth.org

Maria Horvat, MD
Gynecology

Welcome

 • 30 years of experience

 • Full range of women’s services 
(wellness exams to complex surgeries)

 • Caring for patients of all ages

 • Empowering women to choose the best 
option for their health

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 03/13:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 03/15:
Roast beef,

mashed potatoes 
& gravy,

garden salad 
& roll

Thur 03/14:
Ham & scalloped 
potato casserole,

green beans 
or garden salad 

& roll

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

	 NOTICE 
OF 

EARLY VOTING 
 

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION 
APRIL 2, 2019 

 
Early Voting for ALL Edgar County Precincts for the 
Consolidated Election will be conducted Feb. 21 
through April 1, at the Edgar County Courthouse,  
115 W. Court Street, Paris, IL, Mon. – Fri.  
8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. Any vote cast is final and may 
not be revoked; and the voter will not be eligible to 
cast a vote on election day, April 2, 2019. 
 

August H. Griffin 
Edgar County Clerk 

217-466-7433 
	

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

“It’s Nicer 
at Nassers

CLEARANCE SALE!

new members are always 
welcome and more infor-
mation is available by call-
ing 251-5190.

TOPS #IL. 2318 met 
Tuesday, March 5, with 17 
members weighing in and 
16 members attending the 
meeting.

Club members recog-
nized were: Janie Stevens, 
Pam Waller and Kelly Tins-
man, TOPS weekly losers; 
Marion Pate, KOPS weekly 
loser and KOPS drawing 
winner; Gale Arbuckle, 
TOPS monthly loser; Car-
men Minge, KOPS month-
ly loser; Sharon Phillips 
won a fruit and vegetable 
basket; Myndy Wooten, 
top walker and top cyclist; 
Patty Felgenhauer, top ex-
erciser.

Marion Pate delivered a 
program about weight loss 
and emotions.

TOPS #IL. 2318 meets 
every Tuesday in the base-
ment of the Presbyterian 
Church. Weigh in is from 
5:45- 6:50 p.m., and the 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. 
More information is avail-
able by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-6300.

dinner and party. This past 
Christmas our staff provided 
the meal for us, which was a sit 
down affair, with the main-
tenance department serving 
as our waiters. The residents 
really enjoyed this, and the 
thank yous and good will were 
all over the place.

Our Christmas party fol-
lowed the dinner and after the 
reading of the Christmas story 
from the Bible book of Luke 
and some other games, we 
turned everything over to the 
Clarksville Trumpeteers, who 
as usual gave a very entertain-
ing program enjoyed by all 
who came. 

This group is made up of 
George Orin, Bob Montgom-
ery and their wives. These 
folks drop by every now and 
then to entertain us. 

The other big event in 
December was the potato 
bake we have had for the past 
few years with our Bible study 
group. We have this dinner 
after one of our December 
studies with everyone bringing 
toppings, salads, covered 
dishes, desserts, along with 
anything to go with a baked 
potato. We also have the po-
tato bake in June for our Bible 
study anniversary.

I want to add here that we 
also had a New Year’s Eve par-
ty with board games including 
bingo – the favorite game 
around these parts.

Paris Healthcare and 
Burnsides Home both host 
bingo once each month and 
our residents really like this. 
We also have a big bingo night 
here at the manor following 
our monthly potluck, and it 
is the largest attended event 
every month.

Recent winners were: New 
Year’s Eve coverall, Pauline 
Reiber and John Felgenhau-
er and Lois White taking 
the door prize; the January 
coverall was won by Darleen 
Booher and Sharon Johnson 
won the drawing.

I had better not forget bun-
co, which is also a lively, active 
bunch. Our January games 
were nearly all won by Bonnie 
Hess. She won the first round 
and also rolled the high overall 
score, most buncos, plus the 
high single game. Along with 
Bev Lawlyes, Lois White came 
up with the most five pointers 
with the low score for the 
evening going to Bob Davis. 

Spring is coming and I want 
to urge everyone to support 
their schools in the spring ac-
tivities. There is a lot going on 
in all of our area schools, so get 
out and show them support.

Robins are around. I haven’t 
seen any large flocks yet, but I 
have seen one or two at a time 
recently.

A lot of the signs of spring 
are really just around the 
corner as the old saying goes, 

so get ready, its coming. And 
don’t forget, daylight savings 
time begins March 10.

These things I have covered 
are by no means all we do 
around here and all we have to 
do. We also have indoor mail 
boxes, our own laundry, beau-
ty shop, a comfortable sitting 
room with TV, library, puzzle 
room and a large community 
room that is available to our 
residents for family use such 
as dinners, reunions and other 
family gatherings.  

Other happenings include a 
monthly soup, salad and sand-
wich dinner, movie nights, a 
crafters club, euchre players 
and other games for those who 
want to play. 

I think I’ll wrap this visit. 
Watch for some signs of spring 
and remember this, Phil told 
us we’re going to have an early 
one, so watch for it.

It has been really nice to visit 
with readers again and I’ll be in 
touch down the road.

In closing, don’t forget to 
thank God. 

By for now and – “Happy 
Trails to You, until we meet 
again.”

Love all, Mike.
(Mike Haase is a lifelong res-

ident of  Paris, who now makes 
his home at the Highland Manor. 
He is a lifelong Pittsburg Pirates 
fan and former baseball coach. 
Contact him at The Prairie Press, 
101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 61944.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Public Library 
is joining with the Vigo 
County Public Library and 
other Wabash Valley area 
libraries in celebrating the 
Big Read with “The Big 
Smoke,” by Adrian Matej-
ka. 

A limited number of 
free paperback copies of 
the book are available at 
the library for interested 
readers. A book discussion 
about “The Big Smoke” is 
5:30 p.m. March 21 in the 
library’s Gibson Room. 

In this collection of bi-
ographically based poems, 
the author chronicles the 
life of Jack Johnson, the 
first African-American 
heavyweight world champi-
on. Johnson rose to wealth 
and fame during the height 
of the Jim Crow laws and 

Big Read returning 
to the Paris Library

endured constant backlash 
as he pursued the world 
heavyweight boxing cham-
pionship. Matejka address-
es Johnson’s complicated 
life and career from his 
earliest fights in Texas to 
his pinnacle match dubbed 
The Fight of the Century.

Matejka was born in 
Germany to a military 
family. He lived in Army 
bases across Europe and in 
10 states before his family 
settled in Indianapolis. He 
teaches at Indiana Univer-
sity in Bloomington and 
is currently working on 
a graphic novel based on 
Johnson’s life.

This is the 10th year Par-
is Public Library has par-
ticipated in the Big Read. 
NEA Big Read is a program 
of the national Endowment 
for the Arts in partnership 
with Arts Midwest.

Wigs were not designed 
for comfort in those days. 
They consisted of something 
like chicken fencing plugged 
with synthetic hair. Although, 
it made for great insulation 
during the winter when howl-
ing winds laid siege, it was not 
comfortable. But I managed.

Summer came, trailed 
by high humidity. My wig 
trapped more heat than the 
ozone layer. Sweat rolled 
down my face. At some point, 

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

concern over baldness 
gave way to visions of 
heatstroke.

One day, I pulled the 
thing off and sold it to a 
lapsed monk.

(Harry Reynolds is a 
retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He recently 
started writing occasional 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. 
Email him at reynoldshar-
ry1943@gmail.com)
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With millions of Americans unable 
to find employment, working wives 
became scapegoats. In 1930, the Unit-
ed States needed a miracle. Months 
before, the stock market had crashed, 
and the economy tanked with it. As the 
Great Depression pummeled millions 
of American workers, Frances Perkins, 
New York’s Commissioner of Labor, 
warned that New York faced a particu-
lar threat from a surprising group: Mar-
ried women with jobs. 

“The woman ‘pin-money work-
er’ who competes with the necessity 
worker is a menace to society, a selfish, 
shortsighted creature, who ought to be 
ashamed of herself,” Perkins said. “Until 
we have every woman in this communi-
ty earning a living wage...I am not will-
ing to encourage those who are under 
no economic necessities to compete 
with their charm and education, their 
superior advantages, against the work-
ing girl who has only her two hands.” 

Within two years, Perkins went on to 
become Secretary of Labor in President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s cabinet. And 
though she is known as one of the ar-
chitects of the New Deal, her attitudes 
toward working women were shared by 
many who embraced FDR’s seemingly 
liberal economic policies of relief for 
unemployed workers.

Perkins wasn’t the only one who was 
suspicious of married women in the 
workplace. The 1930s saw a spike in pol-
icies and laws that discriminated against, 
even forbade, women to work when 

they were married. During the Great 
Depression, discrimination against their 
employment even became law. 

“Nine states had marriage [work 
ban] laws prior to the Depression,” 
writes historian Megan McDonald 
Way, “and by 1940, 26 states restrict-
ed married women’s employment in 
state government jobs.” As women 
around the country struggled to make 
ends meet during the nation’s deepest 
economic crisis, they became an easy 

scapegoat for people looking for some-
one to blame. 

By the time Perkins made her speech, 
the debate over working women — 
and whether women should work once 
they married — had been raging for de-
cades. Arguments about married wom-
en’s work often centered on the idea of 
pin money. Originally coined to refer 
to the small amounts of money wom-
en spent on fancy items, it had become 
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FBI agents searching an 
Indiana house in 2014 were 
shocked to discover a hoard 
of 2,000 human bones likely 
stolen from Native American 
graves. The bureau, which an-
nounced the grotesque discov-
ery in March 2019, estimates 
the bones represent 500 peo-
ple. Far from an isolated inci-
dent, however, the discovery is 
only the latest in a long history 
of Native remains being stolen 
from burial sites by collectors 
and museums.

The theft of Native remains 
dates back to colonization of 
the western hemisphere says 
Shannon Keller O’Loughlin, 
executive director of the As-
sociation on American Indi-
an Affairs and a citizen of the 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma. 
European settlers stole ceremo-
nial burial objects and human 
remains from Native American 
graves, and some took body 
parts like scalps from the Na-
tive people they killed.

Many of these human re-
mains stayed in the families 
that stole them or ended up in 
museums or other public in-
stitutions. The house the FBI 
raided in Indiana was home 
to a missionary in his 90s who 
treated his place like an infor-
mal museum. Enslaved Native 
people who died in Europe 
also had their remains pillaged 
abroad. O’Loughlin says Na-
tive American remains can be 
found in institutions in, “Ger-
many, France, the U.K., Swe-
den, Finnland, Spain—our 
ancestors are everywhere.”

Institutions in the U.S. and 
Europe were especially inter-
ested in acquiring Native hu-
man remains during the 19th 
century in the name of race 
science. This pseudoscience 
was based on the debunked 
notion that different races exist 
on a hierarchy, with white peo-
ple being superior. A popular 
version of this was phrenology,  
the study of skull size to deter-
mine intelligence and morality.

“After the Civil War the Sur-
geon General issued orders to 
Army medical personnel to 
collect Native American hu-
man remains for study,” writes 
William Johnson, a Saginaw 
Chippewa citizen and curator 
at the Ziibiwing Center of An-
ishinabe Culture & Lifeways in 
Michigan, in an email (John-
son has consulted on the FBI 
case in Indiana).

“It was believed that cra-
nial capacity would provide 
insight into Native American 
personality and intelligence,” 
he writes. “Native American 
graves were looted and cra-
niums were collected in the 
name of science.”

Pillaging in the late 19th 
and early 20th century was 
also motivated by the myth of 
the vanishing Indian — i.e., 
that Native people are histor-
ical figures from the past, not 
modern-day people living 
in sovereign Native nations. 
Wealthy white people funded 
salvage archaeology expedi-
tions because they, “believed 
that Native American people 
would be an extinct race, and 
therefore everything needed 
to be collected by any means 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Had it not been for a heat-
ed exchange with Abraham 
Lincoln, James Shields would 
be remembered as the only 
man to serve in the U.S. Senate 
from three different states.

But Shields, an Irish im-
migrant, is best known as the 
man who challenged Lincoln 
to a duel, a seriocomic affair 
that ended with no bloodshed, 
but embarrassed Lincoln for 
the rest of his life.

 “Shields was a rambunc-
tious, hot-blooded Irishman, 
kind of a strange fellow,” said 
Wayne Temple, the retired 
Deputy Director of the Illinois 
State Archives at Springfield, 
“I don’t think he was really that 
popular.  He was more politi-
cian than anything else.”

Born in Altmore, Ireland, in 

1806, Shields came to America 
in 1823 and was admitted to 
the Illinois bar nine years lat-
er.  He set up a practice in the 
former Illinois capital of Kas-
kaskia and earned a spot in the 
Illinois House as a Democrat 
in 1836.  Five years later, he was 
sworn in as state auditor. 

Along the way, he became 
acquainted with Lincoln, 
though not always on the best 
of terms. In August 1842, a let-
ter, purportedly from a widow 
named Rebecca, in a Spring-
field newspaper referred to 
Shields as, “a conceity dunce.”  
Shields demanded the identi-
ty of the letter from the editor, 
and was told that Lincoln, a 
Whig, was the author. 

Days later, Rebecca struck 
again, claiming that she could 
fight Shields if he wore pet-
ticoats and she dressed in 

britches.   This second letter 
was actually written by Lin-
coln’s high-spirited fiancée, 
Mary Todd, and a friend.   

The short-fused Shields 
then challenged Lincoln to a 
duel. Reluctantly, Lincoln ac-
cepted, but clearly thought the 
situation through. Believing 
he could not compete with 
Shields with pistols, the long-
armed Lincoln selected broad-
swords, as his opponent was 
several inches shorter. 

Despite his size disadvan-
tage, Shields was undeterred, 
and the challengers met on 
Bloody Island, a renowned 
dueling spot on the Mississip-
pi River across from Alton, on 
Missouri soil. Friends finally 
intervened and the matter was 
called off, to Lincoln’s relief. 

While some writers claim 
Lincoln and Shields became 

friends, Temple believes oth-
erwise. “I can’t see Lincoln 
being that close to Shields 
afterward,” he remarked. “I 
don’t think Lincoln complete-
ly forgot it.  But I do think that 
the proposed duel changed 
Lincoln’s whole life. 

“Before, he had written 
some cutting comments in 
papers under assumed names, 
which we now believe to be 
his,” continued Temple. “Af-
terward, he didn’t do those 
kind of things, and was better 
with other people.”

In contrast, Shields often let 
his temper dictate his relation-
ships.  Though his law partner 
wrote that Shields could make 
friends quite readily, he added 
that Shields, “was exceedingly 
vain and very ambitious…he 
did not fail to show his displea-
sure and to become an open 

enemy.” 
Shields was wounded in 

Mexican War service before 
earning a seat in the U.S. Sen-
ate from Illinois in 1848.  He 
was defeated for re-election 
six years later, partially due to 
efforts from Lincoln. Shields 
then relocated to Minnesota, 
where he organized a number 
of townships and promoted 
Irish settlement.  When Min-
nesota attained statehood in 
1858, Shields and Henry Rice 
became the state’s first two 
U.S. Senators.

One of those terms was a 
shorter, one-year stint, and 
Shields and Rice drew lots 
to see who would serve the 
longer term.  Shields lost the 
draw, and proceeded to lose 
a re-election bid ten months 
later.  

I am all wound up into 
what makes things happen. 
Why do we have to change 
time next 
week? Is 
time like 
a baby, it 
needs to be 
changed? I 
wonder if 
that’s the 
way the 
govern-
ment 
thinks. 

It does 
seem like our fall back in 
the fall is too late to do any 
good. It also seems like 
the spring forward before 
spring really gets here is 
another misnomer we can 
blame on the government. 
Maybe the computer ex-
perts are of the same order 
as they keep telling us to 
change our passwords. 

I wonder if a failing grade 
in school is like a train 
going up too steep of an 
incline and the student just 
can’t get up enough steam 
to make the grade. Then 
what is a passing grade in 
the life of a student? Maybe 
the subject goes by so fast 
the student passes right by 
it before he can fail. 

It belies logic for a person 
who has a cold to run a 
fever. 

Some of the terms we use 
such as something is cool 
because it seems exciting 
or rewarding becomes com-
mon after everybody has 
adopted that term. It isn’t 
cool to be so popular one is 
considered hot because of 
the risk of being pestered 
or chased by everybody. 
It’s kind of like being a hot 
get-away-car and wanted in 
the wrong way. 

I don’t know if words are 
funny or the way people use 
them is funny. I suspect us-
ing funny words too much 
gets tiresome so I am going 
to shift gears. 

There are times when we 
say, “It might have been,” 
when one make a miscue 
and fails at something. 
Sometimes it’s necessary 
to re-organize thoughts, 
change the game plan and 
try again.

“Might have been” could 
result in the difference that 

Things 
don’t always 
make sense
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He then left for California, 
declaring he was, “sick and 
tired of public life.”   He sub-
sequently was part-owner of a 
mine in Mexico, but was hardly 
through with politics.

Though in 1860 he had de-
clared never to, “help…impose 
a Northern man on the South 
as President,” Shields enlisted 
in Civil War service in August 
1861, and President Lincoln 
appointed him brigadier gen-
eral.

 “I, and others who have 
studied him, think he was a 
third-rate general,” remarked 

Temple. “But Lincoln was 
known for appointing neutral 
or in-between Democrat politi-
cians to those sort of positions, 
to stand well with Republicans 
and make the Democrats hap-
py.  It also earned good support 
from the Irish population.”

Shields resigned from the 
Army in 1863 and went back to 
California, but moved to Car-
rollton, Mo. after the war.  He 
twice won a seat in the Missou-
ri legislature, and in 1879, was 
appointed to a five-week unex-
pired term in the U.S. Senate 
from that state, the third he had 
represented in the upper cham-
ber.  Claiming poor health, he 
did not seek re-election.

“I think Shields was kind of 
in the right place at the right 
time on many occasions,” 
said Temple. “He never was 
re-elected to the Senate after 
any of his terms, which kind of 
says that he wasn’t that great of 
a Senator.”

A beloved figure among 
Irish immigrants throughout 
his public life, Shields died on 
June 1, 1879, and is buried in 
Carrollton, Mo.  In 1893, the 
state of Illinois placed a statue 
of him in the U.S. Capitol. His 
proposed duel with Lincoln is 
also the namesake of an access 
area on the Mississippi across 
from Alton, near the Clark 
Bridge. 

makes a person stronger and 
finding a better way, or it might 
mean whatever was attempted 
was never going to work. 

I was helping Larry Edens 
sort hogs one day. He was 
trying to get all of the pigs 
out of one pen, and he just 
kept driving them around and 
around past the gate until all 
were out except one. I was 
trying to not get in the way so I 
held the gate open. 

He said a few choice words 
and ran the others down the 
runway. As he went by me he 
indicated he would sure like to 
have that last pig out. I thought 
maybe if I was that pig, I might 
prefer to go on my own terms 
and not go with the flow. 

So I looked at him, and he 
looked at me and something 
happened. He was shaking 
his head and I was scratching 
mine, and then I thought 
maybe pigs are smarter than 
men because they can think 
backward. 

I propped open the gate in 
the other direction, eased up 
to that 300-pound squealer 
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necessary,” Johnson writes.
This mandate for white 

Americans to rob Native graves 
in the name of science and his-
toric preservation created a 
huge market for Native human 
remains. There was even a, 
“type of competition between 
institutions in the 1800s, in the 
1900s, of who had the most,” 
O’Loughlin says.

Louellyn White, a profes-
sor of First Peoples Studies at 
Concordia University in Mon-
treal and a Mohawk citizen, 
connects this grave robbing 
with the long history of geno-
cide against Native peoples. 
“The theft of land comes with 
the theft of our bodies and 
continual dehumanization of 
Indigenous peoples,” she says. 
“I think it really ties into these 
perceptions of Indigenous peo-
ples as less than human.”

But as long as white peo-
ple have been robbing Native 
graves, Native people have 
been fighting back to protect 
their ancestors. Native activ-
ists won a landmark victory in 
1990 with the Native Amer-
ican Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act. This law pro-
tects Native human remains 
on federal and tribal lands 
and mandates that federal in-
stitutions (or institutions that 
receive federal funding) must 
repatriate Native remains in 

their possession.
However, the law doesn’t 

apply to private collections of 
Native human remains like the 
one the FBI discovered in Indi-
ana. People who possess Native 
human remains handed down 
in their family are not obliged to 
return them. Yet even for public 
institutions, O’Loughlin says 
the act isn’t always successfully 
enforced. While some federal 
institutions have repatriated 
remains, others have avoided 
doing so through lengthy court 
battles. In addition, some peo-
ple still do rob Native graves on 
protected lands.

“There still is a market in 
Native American human re-
mains,” O’Loughlin says. “Indi-
viduals regularly go into caves 
and other places on tribal land 
that should be protected…and 
steal either objects or remains.”

These people may not be 
digging up Native graves to 
prove bizarre ideas about race 
science, but the continuing 
desecration of Native graves 
does come from a similar belief 
that Native people are some-
how inherently different.

“Stereotypes of who Native 
American people are still have 
this grab on people’s imagina-
tions,” O’Loughlin says. “They 
don’t really see Native Amer-
icans as real people with real 
beliefs and real cultures and 
different languages, and even 
sovereign governments that are 
still alive and well today.”

and tried driving him the 
other way than what Larry 
did. I kind of sweet talked to 
him and told him he really 
didn’t want to go with the 
crowd, but I told him maybe 
you can go by yourself. He 
went right out the gate and 
soon caught up with the 
others. 

I guess the moral of that 
story is you’ve got to lead 
from behind or maybe you 
have got to be behind to get 
out of something. 

Larry had a funny look 
on his face. He didn’t quite 
holler at me, but he did say, 
“Did you think that up your-
self or did you just get plum 
lucky?” 

I just smiled because I 
didn’t dare act like a smart 
ass and assumed the stance 
of a dumb bunny. 

It’s best not to say too 
much when a guy gets hot 
and worked up when he is 
fighting a losing battle with 
a hog. 

I also recalled that while 
driving pigs they don’t want 
to go from a brightly lit 
room into the dark. 

That sounds like a good 
motto, “You may stumble 
around in the dark until you 
can see the light of the day.”

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer.) 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win VIP concert tickets to see
AEROSMITH and the
BACKSTREET BOYS

plus $1000! 
Register to win at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

A&R Service and Supply

Full service contractor, kitchen & bath 
remodels, electrical, plumbing, security 

cams, security systems, computers, Wi-Fi 
help upgrades, painting, fencing, floor 

leveling, basement waterproofing

           “Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”
PARIS, ILLINOIS

32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 
Sam Roberts

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Marinated 
Chicken Breast
Tomato Basil, Italian Herb, Butter Garlic, 

Honey BBQ and Raspberry Chipotle

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

shorthand for all women’s work 
by the 20th century. 

“The revised idea of pin 
money,” writes Janice Traflet, 
“increasingly served as a jus-
tification for paying women 
(including working-class wom-
en) lower wages than men.” 
Women’s work, and their ex-
penditures, were cast as incon-
sequential and foolish in com-
petition with the ability of men 
to earn money to support their 
families, Traflet writes.

In fact, businesses had been 
banning married women from 
work since at least the 1880s. 
Marriage bars were designed 
not only to reserve employ-
ment opportunities for men, 
but to ensure that unmarried 
women without families to 
support were kept in the lowest 
paying, least prestigious posi-
tions.

Single women most com-
monly held clerical and teach-
ing jobs, both of which had 
come to be seen as women’s 

work by the 1930s. (Black 
women were subject to few-
er marriage bars but had little 
access to the jobs available to 
white, middle-class women at 
the time.) 

In today’s era of relatively 
strong workplace discrimi-
nation laws, the prevalence 
of marriage bars can seem 
astonishing. As Way notes, 
marriage bars were common 
throughout the insurance, 
publishing and banking in-
dustries, and imposed with 
abandon by private firms in 
other white-collar profes-
sions. The laws and policies 
reflected common miscon-
ceptions about working 
women. It was assumed that 
women might work outside 
the home before marriage, 
but they would want to re-
turn to the home sphere once 
they wed. Those middle-class 
married women who did seek 
employment during the De-
pression were often met with 
hostility.

Married women managed 
to make inroads into the labor 

market despite the discrimi-
nation. As historian Winifred 
D. Wandersee Bolin notes, the 
number of married women 
workers grew between 1920 
and 1940. 

“The gains of the 1930s were 
not nearly as dramatic as those 
of earlier decades,” she wrote. 
“What is significant is that they 
were made at a time of great 
economic stagnation — at a 
time when women were under 
a great deal of public pressure to 
leave the labor market in order 
to avoid competing with men 
for the short supply of jobs.” 

Section 213 stayed in force 
for five years until it was re-
pealed after intensive lobbying 
by women’s groups in 1937. 
The repeal represented a vic-
tory for its opponents. But the 
damage was already done: As 
the New York Times report-
ed at the time, only 154 out of 
about 1,600 government work-
ers who lost their jobs — most 
women — got their jobs back. 
And anti-woman attitudes per-
sisted through the end of the 
Depression. 

In 1936, only 15 percent of 
respondents to a poll in For-
tune Magazine asking “Do you 
believe that women should 
have a full-time job outside the 
home?” answered yes. “Simply 
fire the women who shouldn’t 
be working anyway, and hire 
the men,” wrote journalist Nor-
man Cousins in 1939. “Presto! 
No unemployment. No relief 
rolls. No depression.” His face-
tious words reflected how con-
troversial working women were 
even after Section 213’s repeal.

The idea of white, mid-
dle-class married women work-
ing didn’t really become social-
ly acceptable until the 1940s, 
when World War II opened up 
a large number of essential war 
jobs for women. 

State bars and policies 
against married and working 
women were repealed around 
that time due to a shortage of 
male labor as men went to war. 
Women’s work threatened men 
who had long held econom-
ic power — until the nation’s 
power was threatened by ab-
sent men. 
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Who was Pontius Pilate?
Historians and biblical scholars wade through fact and fiction about the man who condemned Jesus

In the Gospel of John, Pon-
tius Pilate poses a question to 
Jesus of Nazareth: “What is 
truth?”

It’s a question that could 
also be asked about Pilate’s 
own history. From the per-
spective of the New Testa-
ment of the Christian Bible, 
the Roman governor of Judea 
was a wavering judge who 
initially exonerated Jesus be-
fore bending to the will of 
the crowd and condemning 
him to death. By contrast, 
non-Biblical sources portray 
him as a barbarous leader who 
willfully defied the traditions 
of the Jewish people he over-
saw. Which was the truth?

History says little about 
Pilate before he served as 
the Roman prefect of Judea 
between 26 and 36 A.D. It is 
thought he was born into an 
equestrian family in Italy, but 

some legends claim Scotland 
was the land of his birth. 

One of the earliest—and 
most scathing—accounts of 
Pilate comes from the Jewish 
philosopher Philo of Alexan-
dria. Writing around 50 A.D., 
he castigated the prefect for his, 
“briberies, insults, robberies, 
outrages and wanton injuries, 
executions without trial, con-
stantly repeated, ceaseless and 
supremely grievous cruelty.”

“Philo summarizes Pi-
late’s rule as corrupt and full 
of bribery,” says Stephen J. 
Patterson, an early Christi-
anity historian at Willamette 
University and the author of 
several books including “The 
Forgotten Creed: Christiani-
ty's Original Struggle Against 
Bigotry, Slavery, and Sexism.” 
That sort of behavior wouldn’t 
have been all that extraordi-
nary for a Roman ruler, but 

Pilate apparently did it more 
ruthlessly than most.” 

Problem is, it’s not easy to 
know how historical Philo’s 
account actually was, says Hel-
en Bond, head of the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh’s School of 
Divinity and author of “Ponti-
us Pilate in History and Inter-
pretation.” “Philo is a hugely 
dramatic writer,” she notes, 
and one with very clear bias-
es: “People who uphold Jew-
ish laws are recorded in highly 
positive ways, while people 
who do not are described in 
highly negative terms.”

Given Pilate’s opposition 
to Jewish law, Philo describes 
him very harshly. 

Philo also wrote that Pi-
late permitted a pair of gild-
ed shields inscribed with the 
name of the Roman Emperor 
Tiberius into King Herod’s 
former palace in Jerusalem, in 

violation of Jewish customs. 
Writing a half-century later, 
the Jewish historian Flavius 
Josephus told a similar tale 
that Pilate permitted troops 
carrying military standards 
bearing the likeness of the 
emperor into Jerusalem, al-
though Jewish law forbade 
images in the city. A great 
crowd traveled to the Judean 
capital of Caesarea in protest 
and lay prostrate around Pi-
late’s palace for five days until 
he relented. 

“Josephus was born in Je-
rusalem the year Pilate left 
office and so would have had 
reasonably good information,” 
Bond says. “The story has the 
ring of a new governor seeing 
what he can get away with and 
completely underestimating 
the strength of local opinion 
when it came to graven imag-
es.” At the same time, Bond 

notes, the story shows his 
willingness to back down and 
respect public opinion.

In another incident—with 
a bloodier ending—Josephus 
recounted that Pilate used 
funds from the Temple trea-
sury to build an aqueduct to 
Jerusalem. This time when 
protesters amassed, Pilate dis-
patched plain-clothed soldiers 
to infiltrate the crowd. On his 
signal, they removed clubs 
hidden in their garments and 
beat many of the protesters to 
death. 

Josephus also mentioned 
Pilate’s notorious role in 
agreeing to the execution of 
Jesus. According to the Gos-
pels, the Sanhedrin, an elite 
council of priestly and lay 
elders, arrested Jesus during 
the Jewish festival of Pass-
over, deeply threatened by 
his teachings. They dragged 

him before Pilate to be tried 
for blasphemy—for claiming, 
they said, to be King of the 
Jews. And they pressured Pi-
late, the only one with power 
to impose a death sentence, to 
call for his crucifixion.

Contrary to the depiction 
of Pilate as a merciless ruler 
by Philo and Josephus, all four 
Gospels portray him as a vacil-
lating judge. According to the 
Gospel of Mark, Pilate came 
to the defense of Jesus before 
yielding to the desire of the 
crowd. 

But Mark had an ulteri-
or agenda, notes Patterson, 
since he wrote the Gospel in 
the midst of the failed Jew-
ish Revolt against Roman 
rule between 66 and 70 A.D., 
while the Christian sect was 
undergoing a bitter break with 
Judaism and seeking to attract 
Roman converts. 

MS. HOLLY’S HOUSE FINDS HOME

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The interior of the residential home at 711 Shaw is in the process of being transformed to house the local Christian school, 
Ms. Holly’s House. School founder and teacher Holly Lancaster, right and parent volunteer Nicole Shaughnessy, stand in the 
elementary area of the home which includes not-traditional learning areas including the loft. The logs for the railings were 
taken from the Lancaster home in West Union.

Ms. Holly’s House grows
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A major fundraising event supporting 
Ms. Holly’s House will raise funds for 
the establishment of a preschool pro-
gram at the Christian school.

Holly Lancaster, who was a teacher at 
St. Mary’s Catholic School in Paris pri-
or to its closing, established the private 
school in 2018 to offer Paris parents a 
more personalized and individualized 
education for their children.

The 15 elementary students present-
ly enrolled in the school are currently 
meeting in the First Church of the Naz-
arene in Paris. The school moves to its 
permanent home this summer in a reno-
vated house at 711 Shaw Avenue, which 
has been transformed into a bright, open 
learning center. The elementary pro-
gram for the 2019-2020 year is already 
filled with several students on the wait-
ing list, Lancaster said.

Although she established the school 
on the heels of the closing of the local 
parochial school, Lancaster said her de-
cision to fulfill her dream of having her 
own school was not a result of the loss 
of St. Mary’s. It was two other personal 
losses in life that drove the decision to 
create Ms. Holly’s House.

Lancaster first lost her mother to ear-
ly onset Alzheimer’s, and her son, Noah 
Yeley, died June 2018 in a grain bin acci-
dent on the family farm.  

“Noah was so excited about the 
school,” Lancaster said. “He believed in 
me and what we are doing. I felt a strong 
calling to open a school to teach my way. 
We believe in personalizing a child’s edu-
cation and leading them to explore.”

The Sunflower Gala is dedicated to 
Noah Yeley’s memory, because he loved 
sunflowers his mother said.  

The young man’s name appears on the 
murals being completed by local artist 
Millie Arp. The murals will be placed on 
the north side of the school’s new home 
on Shaw Avenue.

“This is exactly the type of atmo-
sphere I was looking for when I began 
to search for a home for the school,” 
Lancaster said. She noted there are sev-
eral large holly trees in front of the for-
mer residential property, now zoned for 
schooling. “I wanted a house feel where 

our students will feel comfortable and 
feel like they are home.”

Ms. Holly’s House is a Christian 
school based on the Montessori method 
of education. The Montessori method 
views the child as one who is naturally 
eager for knowledge and capable of ini-
tiating learning in a supportive, thought-
fully prepared learning environment. It 

attempts to develop children physically, 
socially, emotionally and cognitively. 
Students enrolled in Ms. Holly’s House 
are not divided by grade levels but by 
learning levels.

“Right now there are butterflies 
emerging in our classrooms,” Lancast-
er noted. Each student learns about the 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Local artist Millie Arp is busy completing the outdoor murals for Ms. Holly’s 
House at 711 Shaw Ave., the new home for the Christian school. The school was 
established in 2018 after founder Holly Lancaster, left, felt a call to bring Paris 
children a more individualized, Christian education following the death of her son, 
Noah. Displaying one of the murals with Lancaster is Nicole Shaughnessy, who is 
the chairman of the upcoming Sunflower Gala, the first major fundraiser for the 
school.

See GALA, Page 6B

In the Gospel of Mark, 
chapter 10, we come across 
the story of the rich young 

ruler. This 
young man 
wanted to 
know from 
Jesus what 
it takes to 
live the 
divine life. 
When I 
read this 
story again 
I am struck 
by the 

place where the young man 
calls Jesus good and Jesus 
asks him, “Why do you call 
me good?” 

As I read this, it was as 
if Jesus was asking me the 
same question, “Gary, why 
do you call me good?” 

Following is the response 
as I wrote it in my journal 
that morning: 

•You are good because 
you came to Earth for me.

•You are good because 
you died for the forgiveness 
of my sins

•You are good because 
you rose from the dead; 
because you live forever to 
intercede for me. 

•You are good because 
you sent your spirit to live 
in me and enable me to 
become like you in this life. 

•You are good because 
you offer me a place to 
belong in the kingdom of 
God

•You are good because 
you have transformed my 
life from a selfish person 
into a person who loves and 
cares about others

•You are good because 
you speak to me

•You are good because 
you place me in a church 
family – the family of God. 

•You are good because 
you draw me to yourself 
and help me to become a 
mature follower in the way 
of Christ 

•You are good because 
you help me understand the 
scriptures and enable me to 
teach them so that others 
will understand. 

•You are good because 
you have healed me and 
delivered me. 

•You are good because 
you walk with me through 
times of confusion and 
pain; you help me to 
navigate disillusionment 
and doubt; you are good 
because you are patient 
with me. 

•You are good because 
you have put people into 
my life to hold me account-
able to the Christ life and 
to help me hear from you.

•You are good because I 

Why 
do you 
call me 
good? 

GARY
THOMAS
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Presbyterian Church 
of Paris will once again host 
a series of Wednesday noon 
services during the season 
of Lent. 

Services begin March 13 
and continue through April 
10. Each week’s service in-
cludes special musical selec-
tions from Paris musicians 
and a brief message from a 
local pastor. The 30-minute 
service begins at noon and 
ends at 12:30 p.m. 

A light lunch is avail-
able after the service in the 
downstairs fellowship hall 
for a small cost. 

All are invited to attend 
these unique services, 
which are intended to pro-
vide a time of meditation 
and reflection during the 
Lenten season. 

A freewill offering at each 
service goes to support the 
work of the Paris Ministe-
rial Association. The PMF 
serves a wide variety of 
needs in our community. 

Noon 
Lenten 
worship

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.religionnews.com

WASHINGTON — 
With boy choristers singing 
their version of “Everything 
Is Awesome,” the Wash-
ington National Cathedral 
unveiled the foundation 
of a Lego replica of the ca-
thedral that will be built as 
a fundraiser over the next 
several years.

The “Let There Be Lego!” 
initiative was inspired by a 
similar project at Durham 
Cathedral in England. It 
aims to help the District of 
Columbia cathedral raise 
the $19 million still needed 
to pay for the $34 million in 
damages from a 2011 earth-
quake.

The compact church 
will be constructed with an 
estimated 400,000 bricks 
and will weigh about 1,350 
pounds, planners said earli-
er this month.

Charles Fulcher, direc-
tor of the cathedral’s visitor 
programs, envisions visitors 
purchasing bricks — at $2 
apiece, small or large — and 
placing them in the mod-
el before heading into the 
sanctuary for a guided tour 
and seeing the real location 
of the spot they built in 
miniature. Volunteers will 
place bricks purchased by 
people online in the model. 

Lego 
cathedral 
rises one 
brick at a 
time

See PASTOR, Page 6B
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butterflies and life cycle in a va-
riety of ways.

Nicole Shaughnessy, who is 
serving as the Sunflower Gala 
chairperson, has two children, 
Eli and Bella, enrolled at the 
school. She likes how Lancast-
er approaches teaching noting 
her son excelled when he was 
in Lancaster’s classroom at St. 
Mary’s, but did not do as well 
the next year with a different 
teacher in a more traditional 
classroom.

“He’s flourishing at Ms. 
Holly’s House,” Shaughnessy 
said.

The school is more than edu-
cation, Lancaster emphasized. 
It is a non-denominational 
Christian program teaching 
the Bible as truth. There are 

morning prayers each day filled 
with prayer requests from the 
students. Every Friday there is 
a student-led chapel service.

Lancaster felt a strong call-
ing to establish her school in 
Paris instead of Marshall or 
Clark County.

“Many reached out to me 
and shared the need was great,” 
she noted. “My heart led me 
here.”

Every child has a Chrome-
book, she said and students 
bring their own lunch. Every 
Friday pizza is served. In addi-
tion to Lancaster, Kaylee Pe-
terson is also a teacher at the 
school.

The next step is the con-
struction of a preschool pro-
gram building at the 711 Shaw 
location. “That’s what our gala 
is all about,” Shaughnessy said. 
During the evening, a trib-

ute to Noah Yeley is planned 
“because he was all about the 
school.”

The upcoming Sunflower 
Gala is 5:30-8:30 p.m. Friday, 
May 10, at Castle Finn Winery.

Shaughnessy said the Sun-
flower Gala will be a fun night 
including the dinner, silent 
auction and photo booth. Tick-
ets are $100 per couple and in-
clude an entry into the $5,000 
raffle. There is limited seating 
for dinner, Shaughnessy said. 
For a donation of $150, those 
attending will receive a dinner 
for two at VIP tables, complete 
with wine and souvenirs. 

Tickets are now on sale 
through the school and school 
parents. Donations may be 
made on the school’s Go Fund 
Me page.

Among the items featured 
in the silent auction is a St. 

Louis Cardinals game package 
including not only tickets but 
also other fan favorite items. 
Other auction items are a mon-
ey tree and baskets from local 
vendors. 

“We live in a very generous 
community,” Shaughnessy 
said.

As the school moves for-
ward, Lancaster said weeklong 
camps are planned this sum-
mer with themes like Lego and 
dinosaur.

“As a tribute to a unique and 
creative learner, this fundraiser 
will symbolize the appreciation 
that I have for my perfectly and 
intentionally made boy whose 
life inspires me to persevere,” 
Lancaster said. “Noah would 
have thrived in the personal-
ized educational environment 
that Ms. Holly's House creates 
for each student.” 

GALA
FROM PAGE 5B

know at the end of this life 
I’m going to see you and be 
like you. 

•You are good because you 
give me hope of eternal life.

•You are good because you 
invite me into your suffering.  

Lent is a season of re-
flecting on the suffering of 
Christ. As we reflect on his 
suffering we are privileged to 
receive an invitation into his 
suffering and to gain his heart 
for others. 

I cannot truly know his 

goodness until I have known 
it in suffering. 

The rich young ruler 
thought that if he held onto 
his riches he could avoid 
suffering. Jesus was invit-
ing him into eternal life by 
the way of suffering; that 
is by allowing (allowing is 
another word for suffering) 
the true eternal life in. All 
his riches; all his comforts 
were really barriers to expe-
riencing suffering and thus 
keeping him from the true 
goodness of God. 

The rich young ruler asked, 
“What must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 
Eternal life is too big to fit 

into a soul already so full of 
comforts. 

Jesus simply asks the rich 
young ruler (and us) the 
same thing, “Are you willing 
to give all to sell all?” 

This is why Jesus is good, 
because he sees that you and 
I are more valuable than life 
itself.

(Gary Thomas is pastor at 
First Assembly of God. Email 
him at garthoma@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provid-
ed weekly by members of the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B
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Compassion International 
encourages people to Sponsor 
a child today — donating a 
small monthly amount to help 
a child in poverty go to school 
or receive medical care.

Child sponsorship, says 
the Colorado Springs-based 
nonprofit, helps children stay 
in school and provides them 
with medical care, nutritious 
food and mentoring in a local 
church.

Donors are also, “personally 
connected with a boy or girl 
who will know your name and 
treasure the thought that you 
care.”

For many of Compassion’s 

one million US child sponsors, 
there’s another person in the 
sponsor-child relationship: the 
musician — usually a Christian 
artist — who introduced them 
to Compassion at a concert.

The Christian nonprofit has 
been partnering with Christian 
artists and authors over the 
past four decades. Its 16-city 
Compassion Roadshow Tour 
started recently and features 
Matthew West, Tenth Avenue 
North, Matt Maher, Michael 
W. Smith and Leanna Craw-
ford.

Tour headliner Matthew 
West believes using concerts to 
help children can be life-chang-
ing.

“Because of the work of 

Compassion International, the 
impact goes far beyond those 
in attendance at the shows,” he 
said. “Many children’s lives are 
being radically changed, res-
cued from poverty through the 
blessing of sponsorship.”

That’s the point of the tour, 
said Brian Seay, director of 
Compassion LIVE, the 11-per-
son Compassion subsidiary 
that’s behind Roadshow and 
other events featuring leading 
Christian musicians and speak-
ers.

“We create and produce 
musical and speaking tours 
and events from the ground up 
so Compassion can get more 
children sponsored,” said Seay, 
who hopes this tenth-anniver-

sary edition of Roadshow sells 
50,000 tickets, breaks even fi-
nancially, and brings in 3,000 
new child sponsors.

Founded in Chicago in 
1952, Compassion helps more 
than two million children re-
ceive schooling, meals, health 
checkups, education and 
Christian teaching. The group 
partners with more than 7,000 
local churches in 25 countries.

A six-country study of Com-
passion’s child sponsorship 
program, conducted in 2013, 
found, “large, statistically sig-
nificant impacts on years of 
schooling; primary, secondary, 
and tertiary school comple-
tion; and the probability and 
quality of employment.”

Compassion International’s Roadshow 
Tour combines music and ministry

ART FOR THE SOUL

The Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods are offering 
an Art for the Soul series during 
the Lenten season. Operating 
on the premise that art can 
aid the spiritual journey the 
sessions are designed to be both 
playful and prayerful by allowing 

GRACE NOTES

participants to work freely while 
letting images and colors lead 
to new insights. Sessions take 
place March 21 and 28 and 
April 4 and 11, with morning 
and evening options. The 9 to 
11 a.m. sessions are in the Foley 
Room at Providence Spirituality 
& Conference Center, while the 
7 to 9 p.m. sessions are at St. 
Patrick School, Terre Haute. No 
art experience or special skills 
are necessary to attend the 
workshop. The $50 fee includes 
the four sessions and supplies. 
The registration deadline is 
March 17. Register online at 
Events.SistersofProvidence.org 
or by calling 812-535-2952 or 
emailing jfrost@spsmw.org.

ARCHITECTURAL TOUR

Spend Sunday, March 17, at 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, as the 
Sisters of Providence offer the 
Spring Architectural Tour. The 
event will take place from 2 to 4 
p.m. (EST). Those attending are 
asked to meet at the fountain in 
front of Providence Spirituality 
& Conference Center. During 
the tour, attendees will have 
a chance to learn more about 
Woodland Inn and Corbe House, 
both buildings built by Bohlen 
& Son for the congregation. In 
addition, both buildings are now 
listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places. Those attending 
will learn about the details of the 

exteriors of the buildings and hear 
a few stories that will help bring 
each home to life.Director for the 
Western Regional Office for Indiana 
Landmarks, Tommy Kleckner, will 
facilitate the architectural tour. 

WOMEN’S LUNCHEON

The Christian Women’s Connection 
of Terre Haute’s next luncheon 
is 11 a.m. March 19 in the MCL 
meeting room at Meadows 
Shopping Center. Speaker Janeece 
England will share her missionary 
experiences, with music for the 
event provided by Joe Craft and 
Rick Swearingen. Reservations 
may be made by calling 812-234-
7388 or 812-249-3084
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The progress of EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative is the focus when the 
80th Annual Meeting of Members 
takes place March 16, 2019, at Crest-
wood School in Paris.  Members will 
be updated on activities at the coop-
erative from the past year and learn 
about where the cooperative is head-
ed in the future.

EnerStar’s Board Chairman, Dan 
Gard of West Union, will open the 
meeting. After taking care of routine 
business, Secretary-Treasurer John 
R. Fell of Kansas will give the 2018 
Treasurer’s Report, and EnerStar 
President/CEO Mike Clark will give 
the cooperative update. 

As always, members will have the 
opportunity to cast a vote in the 
Board of Director elections. Two 
incumbent board members, Dale 
English of Paris in District 3, and 
Jeff Murphy of Marshall in District 
6 are running unopposed for re-elec-
tion. With the retirement of director 
Tom Jones of Marshall in District 8, 
two candidates are seeking election. 
They are Greg Robinson and Tan-
nor Spittler, both of Marshall.  For 
all candidate biographies, coopera-
tive members should refer to either 

the official ballot that was mailed to 
each member see the March 2019 
issue of the EnerStar Home Page in 
the Illinois Country Living, the rural 
electric magazine delivered monthly 
to members. 

Voting documentation and ballots 
were mailed in mid-February.  Mem-
bers can mail ballots or hand-deliver 
them to the EnerStar office by 4:30 
p.m. Friday, March 15. Ballots can 
also be brought to the annual meet-
ing in its envelope.

Members start the day with a 
complimentary pancake and sausage 
breakfast from 7:30 to 9 a.m. with 
the business meeting to follow at 
9:30 a.m. Drawings for door prizes 
are held at the close of the meeting 
for those members present. 

New this year is a “Luck of the 
Draw” scholarship for high school 
seniors. Three $250 scholarships will 
be drawn for students in attendance 
at the annual meeting with their co-
op member parent or guardian. The 
student must live in the home where 
EnerStar provides electricity and 
must register prior to the meeting. 
For complete details, visit www.en-
erstar.com.

All electric members of the coop-
erative are welcomed and encour-

aged to attend. Those with any ques-
tions regarding the annual meeting 
or need directions, contact EnerStar 
Electric Cooperative at 1-800-635-
4145.

EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
is a member of Touchstone En-
ergy — an alliance of 750 local, 
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As though Corn Belt farm-
ers don’t have enough to think 
about to get ready for this year’s 
planting season, add the dilem-
ma of getting drainage tile work 
done in time for seeding corn 
or soybeans. 

Mother Nature has used a 
polar vortex weather phenom-
enon to deepen the frost line 
in Midwest farmland this year 
while extending bitter cold and 
continued snowstorms into the 
month of March. 

Weather forecasts are calling 
for more precipitation and cold 
temperatures for the next 14 
days in the Midwestern states. 

Joel Sandeno, Agri-Tile Inc., 
says the work season for tiling 
farm fields has been shortened 
this winter and doesn’t look 
good for spring. 

Sandeno’s agricultural drain-
age tile company in central Illi-

nois, was able to do 2½ weeks 
of tiling in each season of last 
spring and fall, due to too-wet 
conditions. This winter has 
been cut to two weeks due 
to deep frost lines and deep 
amounts of snow. 

“It’s been a tough winter,” 
Sandeno said. “I just returned 
from a tiling industry meeting. 
A lot of folks from all across the 
Midwest say their equipment is 
in the shed.” 

Sandeno’s crews have a lot of 
jobs scheduled for last fall that 
still need to be finished. 

Ideally, in order to get the 
fieldwork of tiling started, con-
tractors need 30 degree weath-
er days, combined with some 
sunshine. 

“Some mud on top of the 
frost works fine,” Sandeno 
noted. “But we have frostlines 
running as deep as 14 inches. 
Once the frost set in following 
Thanksgiving the tiling season 

was shortened.” 
Ann Johanns, Iowa State 

University Extension program 
specialist, agrees there will be a 
tight window this spring to get 
fields dry enough for tiling. 

“I’m in northern Iowa where 
there is two feet of snow on 
fields. With this long winter 
and possible delayed spring 
thaw, those farmers that have 
been waiting for tiling to get 
done might be saying they need 
to get into that field when they 
can. There will be discussions 
on whether tiling needs to 
happen this spring or whether 
it will have to wait,” she ex-
plained. 

Producers are most likely 
making those decisions right 
now, Johanns said. “The deci-
sion to make is when we can get 
into the field, what do we want 
to do. The economic benefits 
of tiling a field are long term. 
It might be worth it to wait to 

have it done.” 
Sandeno said farmers are 

getting smarter about drainage 
tile. “They don’t want it mud-
ded in. But when we can get 
rolling, we’ll be on a dead run, 
seven days a week.” 

In the Corn Belt, the last 
three months have been the 
fifth wettest ever and the last six 
months and last nine months 
have been the wettest ever 
recorded, according to data 
collected by Craig Solberg, 
Nesvick Trading Group mete-
orologist. 

Once the soils thaw out, til-
ing experts worry fields will re-
main too wet to work. 

With most of the Midwest 
soil moisture levels at normal 
to above-normal levels, farmers 
may see first-hand the battle 
they have with spring flooding 
in their fields and trying to con-
trol that water. 

Interestingly enough, frost is 

a blessing for farmers, Sandeno 
noted. 

“Deep frost loosens soils and 
fixes compaction problems. So, 
farmers should be happy about 
this year’s deep frost,” Sandeno 
said. 

Jennifer Furkin, vice presi-
dent of operations at Spring-
field Plastics, Inc., said because 
of prices for raw materials to 
make tile pipe, farmers may be 
able to tile their fields at more 
economical costs. 

Furkin’s central Illinois com-
pany makes tile pipe and sells it 
to contractors. 

“The price of pipe is directly 
related to the price of the raw 
materials needed to make plas-
tic resin, from a manufacturer’s 
perspective,” Furkin said. 

One of the main raw ma-
terials for making plastic, res-
in-based tile pipe is natural gas. 

“Those prices are low, due to 
the increased capacity of nat-

ural gas in the United States. 
Therefore, the current tile pipe 
pricing is some of the lowest 
that we’ve seen in seven years,” 
Furkin says. 

Will that lower pricing be 
passed onto the farmer who 
chooses to tile his or her field 
is yet to be seen, she explained. 

Everyday pricing of tiling 
from the contractor to the 
farmer varies on the contrac-
tor’s operation and what they 
are offering to the farmer, Fur-
kin noted. Some of the projects 
may be large and some small 
so pricing fluctuates based on 
equipment offering and terri-
tory. 

The weak economics of 
farming have a lot to do with 
tiling activity, Furkin observed. 

“With the ag economy in a 
wait-and-see mode, farmers are 
not sure whether to be optimis-
tic or pessimistic — we’ve seen 

Progress in 
horticulture

Tiling work stuck during freeze

See GARDENER, Page 8B

Special to The Prairie Press 

As is tradition, EnerStar Electric Cooperative members can enjoy a complimentary pancake and sausage breakfast on Sat-
urday, March 16, at Crestwood School in Paris, prior to the start of the cooperative’s annual meeting. Breakfast is served 
from 7:30-9 a.m. and the meeting begins at 9:30 a.m.

EnerStar meets, votes soon

While we may have some 
temptingly warm days in 
March, it is too early to do any 

actual plant-
ing. The 
soil is too 
cold, and 
we will still 
encounter 
many nights 
below 
freezing. 
And, besides 
being too 
cold, the 

soil is often too wet to work in 
March.

What can a gardener do 
outside in March? Dormant 
season pruning can be done 
the first half of the month. Do 
not prune any spring flowering 
shrubs or trees because that re-
moves the buds for this year’s 
flowering. Wait until right 
after they finish blooming. 
Ornamental grasses should 
be cut down to within a few 
inches of the ground by April 
1. Perennials and annuals left 
standing for winter interest can 
be cleared off also. Depending 
on the wetness of the soil, 
weed out any winter annuals 
before they start blooming and 
setting seed.

March is an excellent time 
to catch up on the news of hor-
ticulture studies and changes. 
The following are a few of 
interest.

The genus Aster no longer 
exists in Illinois or anywhere 
else in the world. Yes, the 
plants are still there, but they 
have been given a new botani-
cal name. They now belong to 
the genus Symphyotrichum. 
This happens occasionally. I 
think daisies have been redes-
ignated three times over the 
last several decades.

Daffodils produce a natural 
alkaloid called Haemanth-
amine (HAE) that may result 
in a cancer treatment. HAE 
removed from a popular 
daffodil, Narcissus King Alfred 
could be used to kill cancerous 
cells without affecting normal 
cells. Cancer cells use ribo-
somes to accelerate and spread 
their growth. HAE inhibits the 
production and the function 
of ribosomes. The next step 
is looking at other alkaloids 
related to HAE.

In another study, scientist 
at MIT used an immersion 
process to produce glow in the 
dark plants. The immersion 
process can be used on a large 
variety of plants unlike genetic 
engineering that is limited to a 
specific plant. Using the same 
chemicals that make fireflies 
glow, the researchers devel-
oped watercress that lights 
up for 3.5 hours. Perhaps in 
the future a houseplant will 
double as a night-light.

A group of researchers has 
been studying the effect of cli-
mate change on Mount Raini-
er’s wildflowers. It seems both 
the duration and the timing of 
blooms have changed. Native 
wildflowers have evolved to 
bloom when their pollina-
tors are also available. These 
interactive and interdependent 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHAMPAIGN — State 
Conservationist Ivan Dozier 
announces the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture-Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) is offering special 
funding to improve habitat for 
migratory waterfowl through 
the Mississippi River Basin 
Critical Conservation Area 
portion of the Regional Con-
servation Partnership Program 
(RCPP). 

NRCS partners with the 
University of Illinois (U of 
I) to help producers address 
resource concerns such as im-
proving wildlife habitat and 
water quality. Producers can 
apply for assistance through 
the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) 
to implement drainage water 
management and cover crop 
practices. 

The primary focus is in-
stallation of drainage water 
management practices, which 
allow producers to manage 
water that normally leaves the 
farm through tile drainage. By 
working with NRCS and the 
U of I, landowners can man-
age water more efficiently and 
allow more habitat for migra-
tory water fowl, such as the 
American Golden Plover. 

Drainage water manage-
ment practices can be installed 
on new or existing field tile 
drainage systems located 
throughout central Illinois.      

NRCS RCPP funding is 
available to producers whose 
land is located in the following 
counties:  Edgar, Clark, Doug-
las, Coles, Christian, Macon, 
Shelby, Piatt, Moultrie, Cum-
berland and Vermilion. 

To take advantage of this 
conservation funding oppor-
tunity, interested producers 
should submit applications by 
the application cutoff dates of 
April 19 and May 17. NRCS 
reminds producers they can 
submit an EQIP application 
to their local field office at any 
time throughout the year.

To apply, eligible produc-
ers should contact their lo-
cal NRCS field office or visit 
the Illinois NRCS website at 
www.il.nrcs.usda.gov. 

NRCS 
offers cash 
for habitat

File Photo/ The Prairie Press
Mike Clark, CEO EnerStar, reports on 
how the rural electric cooperative did 
during the previous year at the co-
op’s annual meetings.

Become a citizen-scientist for pollinators with U of I
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — University of Illinois 
Extension is calling all lovers of bees, 
butterflies and other pollinators that 
keep crops and gardens growing to join 
scientists in tracking their distribution 
and habitat use across the state, from 
the comfort of home, school or com-
munity garden.

I-Pollinate is a citizen-science re-
search initiative through the University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, de-
signed to collect state-wide pollinator 
data. Volunteers can join up to three 
research projects and collect data on 
monarch butterfly egg and caterpillar 

abundance, pollinator visitation to or-
namental flowers and state bee distri-
butions. 

David Zaya, a plant ecologist with 
the Illinois Natural History Survey, is 
leading the monarch butterfly portion 
of the project. Zaya has been involved 
in state efforts to help the monarchs as 
they are considered for listing under 
the Endangered Species Act. 

“Older landowners across Illinois 
have told me anecdotes of how many 
more bees, butterflies, and other pol-
linating insects they used to see,” says 
Zaya. “Scientific data has started to 
show evidence of these declines, too. 
Our hope is that I-Pollinate will help 

us understand and use gardens to con-
tribute to pollinator conservation and 
resurgence.” 

Zaya has worked with Alexandra 
Harmon-Threatt from the U of I De-
partment of Entomology to design 
a study anyone can join by planting a 
simple 4x6-foot pollinator pocket as 
their personal study site for the sum-
mer. Instructions for the garden are 
provided on the project website. 

I-Pollinate volunteers can also join a 
decade-long project called BeeSpotter, 
led by entomologist May Berenbaum. 
The project uses photos submitted 
by volunteers across the Midwest to 
collect baseline information on the 

population status of honey bees and 
bumble bees. In addition to providing 
crucial information on where different 
bees occur, BeeSpotter volunteers have 
discovered two rare species in Illinois. 

To learn more about becoming a cit-
izen scientist with I-Pollinate and sign 
up to join, visit the project website at 
publish.illinois.edu/pollinatorproject. 

Extension will offer a live webinar 
training with the scientists 3 p.m. April 
3 for volunteers to learn about the 
projects and ask questions. To register 
for the training, visit go.illinois.edu/
IPollinateTraining. A recording of the 
training will be shared on the project 
website.

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER
GARDENER

Polar Vortex sets 14-inch-deep frostline, improving soil quality but curbing winter, spring tiling activity

ENERSTAR ELECTRIC ANNUAL MEETING APPROACHING 

See TILING, Page 8B

See ENERSTAR Page 8B
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GARDENER
FROM PAGE 7B

communities are being affect-
ed by climate change.

The final study I read 
involves progress on develop-
ing mildew-resistant impa-
tiens. 2008 was a bad year for 

impatiens. Powdery mildew 
appeared and quickly de-
stroyed impatiens in nurseries 
and gardens. Once it is in the 
soil, it is almost impossible to 
eradicate. The disease resistant 
impatiens are not on the 
market yet, but there is strong 
hope for the future.

TILING
FROM PAGE 7B

CLUBS COMPETE IN 4-H FOOD CHALLENGE

Special to The Praire Press

The 4-H Food Challenge Tuesday, March 5, at the Clark County Extension Office tasked competing 
teams with creating a dish from four ingredients provided to them. The Edgar County Stratton Jr. 
Farmers 4-H Club fielded team Double Trouble featuring team members Shayn White, Gage White, 
Mack Kuglin and Cash Kuglin.

SPECIAL TO THE PRARIE PRESS

CHAMPAIGN – Imagine 
getting a behind-the-scenes 
looks at the animals at Lincoln 
Park Zoo, opening a beehive 
or working in multi-mil-
lion-dollar laboratories. For 
some Illinois teens, imagina-
tion turns to reality during 
Illini Summer Academies, set 
to begin June 23 on the Uni-
versity of Illinois campus. 

The event, sponsored by 
U of I Extension 4-H, brings 
more than 300 teens to cam-
pus to work in 16 different 
academic fields of study with 
elite university professors and 
graduate students. During 
the day, teens do what college 
students do, such as conduct 
experiments in the campus 
labs. Some academies tour in-
dustry job sites to see research 
in action. During the evening, 
teens explore campus, stay in 
college dorms, enjoy the cam-

4-H Illini 2019 Summer Academics

Special to The Praire Press

Cooking teams from local 4-H clubs participated in the 4-H 
Food Challenge Tuesday, March 5, at the Clark County Extension 
Office. The Ft. Sumpter Club had the County Clover Cooks team 
featuring, left to right, Anna Sullivan, Luke Sullivan and Ruth 
Sullivan.

Nobody covers Edgar County
agriculture news better than

The Prairie Press.
Nobody.

101 N. Central Ave. Paris, IL
(217) 921-3216
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Enter Now!
Accepting applications for both 2019 pageants.

2019 Pageants Date is Friday, May 31st 

at Hemmens Auditorium in Elgin
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Call Classic Pageants, Inc for your 
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LOOKING FOR MRS. ILLINOIS AMERICA    

& MISS ILLINOIS FOR AMERICA
2 CROWNS, 1 NIGHT!

Tables & chairs, numerous stainless steel kitchen cooking equipment, several stainless 
steel cooling & warming units, stainless steel bar refrigerator units for beer, kitchen 
refrigerator and freezer units, wooden cabinet, wine cooler, cabinets, banquet table 
skirts & many numerous related items.

Restaurant & Bar Business Closeout - over 400 Lots!

Public Online Only AuctiOn
March 11th thru March 21st @ 6 PM CST

Location: Clubhouse 
at Eagle Ridge, 

928 1/2 Clinton Rd., 
Paris, IL

MOss AuctiOn teAM, llc ~ PAris, il 217-465-4545
For more info visit us at: www.mossauctionteam.com

START A PRAIRIE THIS WINTER
Broadcast seed onto bare dirt or dead

grass. Clip the weeds this year.

MONARCH & POLLINATOR MIXES

john@prairieseedfarms.com
641-766-6790

CRP AND PRAIRIE EXPERTS

Custom application available with 30,
40 or 60 ft air seeders.

We need more growers and custom
applicators using our equipment or yours.

Dave Dudley
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Ford

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

University of Illinois 
Extension Master Garden-
ers of Edgar County can be 
reached at 217-465-8585 to 
answer gardening ques-
tions.

  (Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member 
of the University of Illinois 
Extension Master Gardeners 
of Edgar County. Email her 
at janphipps@gmail.com.)

that over the past few years. 
We still have to compete in 
that market along with the 
equipment companies and 
everybody else in the ag 
market.” 

“In the past, people used 
$900 to $1,000 per acre for 
the cost of tiling. It depends 
a lot on what tile pattern 
and tile pipe sizes are used,” 
she said.  

Springfield Plastics, Inc. 
serves multiple states mak-
ing it hard to compare to-
day’s tiling prices. 

“Some contractors in-
clude the charge for the 
pipe-connecting pieces, 
while others price those 
supplies differently. Some 
contractors charge differ-
ently for dirt work. Plow 
costs vs. trenching costs for 
burying tile vary,” Furkin 
said. 

Kelvin Leibold, Iowa 
State University Extension 
specialist, agrees the cost of 
tiling also depends on soil 
types, current prices, etc. 

“For those who have 
already made the com-
mitment to tile, it will be a 
balancing act this spring on 
what is feasible,” Leibold 
noted. 

pus recreation areas and order 
late-night pizza.

“This conference shows 
youth what is possible 
through higher education in 
their field of interest,” said 
Alvarez Dixon, U of I Exten-
sion 4-H youth development 
specialist. “Illinois 4-H shares 
their passion to learn, explore 
and dream without limits.”

This year, participants may 
choose from the following 
areas: aerospace engineering, 
agricultural communication, 
agricultural mechanization, 
animal science, beekeeping, 
companion and exotic animal 
science, crop science, disaster 
preparedness, food systems 
and restaurants, electrical and 
computer engineering, game 
design and fabrication, health 
sciences and sports, human 
development and family stud-
ies, molecular and cellular bi-
ology, natural resources and 
veterinary medicine. 

“Illini Summer Academies 
promotes career opportuni-
ties while showcasing U of I as 
the college of choice to teens 
in Illinois,” Dixon said. 

Illinois 4-H has offered a 
summer teen leadership pro-
gram for more than 50 years 
and registration for the event 
is at an all-time high. Cost var-
ies depending on the academy 
selected. The conference runs 
June23-June 29. 

More information and reg-
istration is at go.illinois.edu/
illini4H. Registration closes 
May 1, though some acade-
mies may fill prior to that date.

Limited scholarships are 
available and applications are 
available at the registration site. 

The conference is support-
ed financially by the Illinois 
4-H Foundation, which pro-
vides scholarships to delegates 
and covers the expenses relat-
ed to chaperoning the confer-
ence. 

consumer-owned electric 
utilities around the country. 
EnerStar Electric Coopera-

tive is committed to provid-
ing superior service based 
on four core principles: in-
tegrity, accountability, inno-
vation and commitment to 
community. The co-op serves 

more than 5,263 meters over 
1,500 miles of line in parts of 
Clark, Coles, Douglas, Edgar 
and Vermilion counties. For 
more information, visit www.
enerstar.com.

ENERSTAR
FROM PAGE 7B
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Warm-blooded vertebrates
8. Semitic peoples
13. Supervise
14. Historical German territory
15. Sweat
19. The Wolverine State
20. China
21. Violent disturbances
22. A way to commemorate 
the dead
23. Midway between east and 
southeast
24. Bird genus
25. Trim
26. Disparaged
30. More coherent
31. Abnormal rattling sounds
32. Healthy appetizers
33. Partner to “shocked”
34. French pianist Pascal
35. Jokes
38. Marks to omit print
39. Tall
40. Coverage
44. “A Death in the Family” 
author
45. Role of highlights
46. Fixed-radio access
47. Partly digested food
48. “Lamb Chop” puppeteer 
Lewis
49. In support of
50. Aluminum
51. Reduction in value over 
time
55. Running events
57. Portuguese region

58. Slovenly women
59. Strongly criticized

Clues Down
1. Wiped up
2. Opposed to
3. Macon, GA, university
4. Wife
5. Small viper
6. Polynesia garland of 
flowers
7. Saw-like
8. Maltese-Italian composer 
Girolamo
9. Moved faster than walking
10. Commercial
11. Covered with mud

12. Marksmen
16. Buenos __ 
17. Tailless amphibian
18. Belonging to a thing
22. Mars crater
25. Most fair
27. Citrus fruit
28. Awkward
29. Brews
30. Beloved late 
broadcaster Craig
32. All alone
34. Copies
35. Poster
36. Symmetrical
37. Grew older

CROSSWORD

38. Makes tractors
40. Not the front
41. State as fact
42. Long, narrow cut
43. Worked hard for
45. Indicates position in a 
box score
48. Tax
51. “Lookout Weekend” 
singer Debbie
52. Unhealthy
53. Imam name __ Khan
54. A woolen cap of Scottish 
origin (abbr.)
56. The Golden State

FOODS
FROM PAGE 1B

O’Neill made sure I was 
properly taken care of at the 
airport in my wheelchair at 
Tampa and Indy and prom-
ised to send me the recipe 
for Maid Rite sandwiches. 
She found this recipe in her 
grandmother’s collection of 
Iowa recipes and included 
another recipe she said her 
grandmother always made at 
Christmas – suet pudding and 
sauce. I had never heard of suet 
pudding and thought suet was 
only used for bird feed. Amaz-
ing what you can learn when 

you travel. 
She also sent a recipe for 

Pride of Iowa Cookies, which 
I made and everyone loved 
them. 

Just a bit more advice. Trav-
el while you can. Don’t make 
excuses about being too busy. 
Evenw just a long weekend 
helps one to gather a new per-
spective on life and appreciate 
regional food. Iowa isn’t that 
far for a true Maid Rite sand-
wich. Even closer for regional 
food is a Horseshoe or Pony 
sandwich invented in Spring-
field and then take time to vis-
it a few historic places. Does 
anyone know how far south 

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

plain of meandering streams 
perfect for ferns, conifers, 
reptiles and insects. This was 
one of the three coal forming 
periods. A new red colored 
layer remained made of 
sandstone.

The plains were again sub-
merged from 270 to 250 mil-
lion years ago by warm clear 
seas rich in corals, mollusks 
and fish. This left limestone 
layers which today forms the 
topmost layer of the canyon 
having a cream, greyish-white 
color. Over the period from 
550 and 250 million years ago 
deposits of sandstone, shale 
and limestone up to 5,000 feet 
thick covered the land, which 
was eventually forced up.

What geologists call the 
Colorado Plateau rose from 
tectonic plates colliding. The 
Pacific Plate crushed against 
the North American plate 
70 to 40 million years ago 
with part of the western plate 
subducting or being forced 
under the North American. 
The crust buckled forming the 
Rockies and pushing the lands 
of Arizona and Colorado up. It 
formed the Colorado Plateau, 
and caused widespread vol-
canism in the western United 
States.

The Grand Canyon only 
formed in the last 6 million 
years. The mighty Colorado 
begins as a trickle high in the 
Rockies and flows 1,400 miles 
to the Sea of Cortez in north-
western Mexico. During its 
course, the river cuts through 
nearly 2 billion years of Earth’s 
geologic history, represent-
ing three distinct geologic 

provinces
The rising plateau split 

the legacy river forming two 
branches and a 50,000-square 
mile lake. As lands continued 
to rise, the gigantic lake was 
one day emptied instantly and 
returning the Colorado River 
to its original course. The bib-
lical rush of water cut a gorge, 
which continued to be ground 
down by erosion. Over the 
millennia volcanic eruptions 
flowed lava down damming 
the river. At least five times 
major dams held back the 
waters only to later burst 
releasing billions of gallons of 
water in minutes and scouring 
the valley. The river continued 
to cut the bottom at about 
one foot every 100 years. 
It only took 6 million years 
to create the majestic gorge 
exposing layers representing a 
billion-year history. 

The Grand Canyon, carved 
by the mighty Colorado, is 
277 miles long, a mile deep 
and up to 15 miles wide. 
Millions of years of erosion 
exposed the multicolored 
layers of the Colorado Plateau 
in mesas and canyon walls. 
With fossil filled walls each 
foot down represents about 
3,000 years of history. The 
Grand Canyon was the 15th 
National Park and is the 10th 
most Instagramed. With over 
5 million visitors a year, it is 
the second most visited park 
in the nation.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connec-
tions” on PBS. He is the technol-
ogy and curriculum director for 
the Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us)

usual, which triggered one to 
scream, which in turn caused 
the other three to join the ca-
cophony with screams of their 
own. Visions of a vampire 
bat biting and sucking blood 
flooded their imaginations.

“There’s a body shop a 
block ahead,” said the driver. 
“I’m gonna pull in there and 
ask if they’ll apply a thorough 
examination of the car. I’m just 
sure we have a bat trapped in 
this car. Probably smothering, 
maybe injured.  Sounds like it’s 
desperate, about to die, if you 
ask me.”

Mr. Cardwell, the body 
shop owner, listened to their 
concerns, and agreed to give 
a complete inspection while 
the ladies sat in his office. 
He summoned an employee 
to provide assistance.  They 
worked for 10 minutes.

“We searched every-
where,” Mr. Cardwell spoke 

with a gesture of failure. 
“Couldn’t find any bat. We 
even opened the trunk and 
looked inside. I mean we 
looked thoroughly with 
flashlights. I’m pronouncing 
your car bat-free. Nothing to 
worry about.”

The much-relieved women 
continued their journey, but 
darned if they didn’t hear 
the mysterious high-pitched 
squeak again. This time they 
slowly came to realize the 
intermittent thin mist was 
causing the rubber blade from 
the rear windshield wiper to 
be the guilty squeaker. 

The foursome agreed to 
keep the matter secret as they 
laughed and giggled at them-
selves. They did indeed main-
tain secrecy – for perhaps a 
couple of hours. That’s highly 
commendable for women.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

MAID RITE SANDWICHES 
FOR A CROWD 

6 pounds extra fine ground 
beef,  browned and drained

1 ¼ cups chopped onion
1 ¼ cups finely chopped 

celery
1 ¼ cups ketchup
1/3 cup mustard
¼ cup Worcestershire sauce
2 cans chicken gumbo soup

Add all ingredients together 
and simmer for 30 minutes.

one has to travel before lo-
cal cafés stop serving hash 
browns with breakfast and 
start serving grits. I am not 
talking chain restaurants 
but local eateries.

If physical condition 
no longer allows physical 
travel, use a good book for 
a mental journey. June, Do-
ris and I are traveling with 
Charley across America, 
thanks to John Steinbeck. 
We are not the fastest trav-
elers as we are still in Maine 
and heading west. All three 
of us are loving it and can’t 
wait for the next adventure 
in the book.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Shiloh Community 
Unit School District #1 is offer-
ing free developmental screen-
ings for children birth to five 
years old from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. March 22 at the school. 

The screening date is also an 
opportunity to pre-register for 
kindergarten. 

Screenings are free for fami-
lies living in the school district 
and provide an assessment for 
how a child is developing. Vi-

sion and hearing tests are part of 
the screening process.

Screening is recommended 
for all children under the age of 
five and those who are attending 
kindergarten in the 2019 - 2020 
school year. It is required for 
new students who wish to par-
ticipate in the Pre-K program for 
the same school year.

Appointments are required 
and may be made by calling Jen-
ni Hall, 217-887-2364, ext. 1. A 
signed parent-guardian permis-
sion is also required.

Preschool screening at Shiloh

THAT’S THE POWER OF

BRINGING 
EDGAR COUNTY 

TOGETHER … 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

SPRINGFIELD – The Feb. 
17 shooting in Aurora that left 
five dead and wounded five 
police officers has prompted 
a review of the Illinois Fire-
arms Owner’s Identification 
(FOID) system.

Gary Martin, the accused 
shooter, lied about his criminal 
history, obtained a FOID card 
and purchased a handgun. A 
subsequent review following 
his concealed carry permit 
application revealed a felony 
domestic battery conviction in 
Mississippi. 

The conviction was suffi-
cient grounds to deny the carry 
permit and to revoke Martin’s 
FOID card. He was notified by 
mail of the action and instruct-
ed to surrender his FOID card 
and arrange for a transfer of his 
weapon. Martin did neither 
and there was no follow-up 
effort at enforcement by either 
the ISP or the Aurora Police 
Department.

“While the weaknesses 
of our nation’s background 
check system remain daunt-
ing, we must take whatever 
steps we can, large and small, 
to strengthen the fabric of 
these systems because any im-
provement could be the one 
that makes the difference,” said 
Brendan F. Kelly, Acting Direc-
tor of the Illinois State Police.

Kelly pledged starting im-
mediately the ISP will do a bet-
ter job of sharing information 
with local law enforcement 

agencies and state’s attorneys 
regarding FOID revocation 
and the Firearm Transfer In-
quiry Program (FTIP). To that 
end: 
nThe ISP Firearms Services 

Bureau is providing the entire 
current list of individuals with 
revoked FOID cards to every 
District and Zone Command-
er within the ISP. 
nEvery ISP Patrol and 

Zone Commander has been 
instructed by the director to 
deliver to each sheriff, police 
chief and state’s attorney in 
their respective zone a current 
electronic list of all individu-
als with revoked FOID cards 
within each jurisdiction and 
confirm receipt of the list.  
nThe Firearm Services Bu-

reau has been directed to share 
FOID card revocation data and 
FTIP data with the Statewide 
Terrorism and Intelligence 
Center (STIC) for appropriate 
dissemination to state and local 
law enforcement.  
nThe Firearm Services Bu-

reau has been directed to re-
quire its IT vendor to modify 
the secure law enforcement 
web portal to include a FOID 
revocation list accessible 24/7 
to all Illinois law enforcement 
with a mechanism to log each 
agency’s date of access. 

 nThe department is work-
ing with federal law enforce-
ment to ascertain the scope of 
criminal cases that may have a 
federal identification number 
associated with a fingerprint 
record, but no correlating state 

identification number for Illi-
nois.  
nThe department is work-

ing with state entities like the 
Illinois Criminal Justice Infor-
mation Authority (ICJIA) to 
determine if funding to law en-
forcement agencies and courts 
can be tied to substantial com-
pliance with criminal record 
submission requirements.

According to information 
provided by the ISP, Edgar 
County has 12 individuals with 
revoked FOID cards; Clark has 
17; Coles has 50; Champaign 
has 137; and Vermilion has 91.

Other steps in the works in-
clude: 
nThe Firearms Services 

Bureau has been directed to re-
quire all firearms eligibility an-
alysts to follow a standardized 
FOID/CCL protocol and a 
comprehensive checklist when 
conducting and completing 
FOID/CCL application re-
views. 
nThe Firearms Services 

Bureau has been directed to 
increase quality assurance 
measures for FOID, FCCL 
and FTIP transactions to in-
clude random reanalysis of 
approvals, scrutinizing those 
samples, reporting results to 
the director monthly and tak-
ing immediate corrective ac-
tion as needed.  
nThe Firearms Services Bu-

reau has enhanced the FOID 
revocation list shared with all 
law enforcement to indicate 
if the revoked FOID has been 
returned and/or if a Firearm 

Disposition Report has been 
submitted to ISP. This informa-
tion is critical for law enforce-
ment to determine whether a 
revoked FOID card holder has 
complied with Illinois law. 
nThe Firearm Services Bu-

reau has enhanced the FOID 
revocation list shared with all 
law enforcement by adding 
descriptors that include the 
reason for revocation, such 
as a felony charge, a clear and 
present danger determination, 
an order of protection, mental 
health prohibitor or other reg-
ulatory reasons for revocation. 
This will enable law enforce-
ment to properly vet and triage 
the law enforcement response 
for a revoked FOID card.  
nThe Firearms Services 

Bureau has enhanced the 
FOID revocation list shared 
with all law enforcement to 
include FTIP history, which 
indicates firearm purchase 
history as well as the number 
of firearm purchases utilizing 
FTIP.

Kelly said an important step 
in this process is increasing en-
forcement to make sure peo-
ple comply when FOID status 
is revoked and the creation of 
a specialized gun violence task 
force. This portion of the plan 
includes: 
nThe director is working 

with sheriffs, police chiefs and 
state’s attorneys to increase 
awareness of FOID provisions 
and penalties. 
nThe ISP Academy has 

been directed to review cur-

rent training of new cadets 
as well recurring training re-
quirements regarding FOID 
laws and update as needed. 
nThe director’s designee 

on the Illinois Law Enforce-
ment Training and Standards 
Board (ILETSB) will encour-
age ILETSB to review local 
police training requirements 
on FOID laws. 
nISP officers in patrol 

within each district have 
been directed to always query 
FOID revocation status when 
conducting patrol enforce-
ment activity.
nISP officers in investiga-

tions within each zone have 
been directed to always query 
FOID revocation status when 
conducting an investigation. 
nThe ISP Communication 

Services Bureau has been di-
rected to require all telecom-
municators to query FOID re-
vocation status when officers 
are conducting enforcement 
or investigation activity.  
nThe Firearms Services 

Bureau has been directed to 
provide each ISP Investigative 
Zone with a list of revoked in-
dividuals who may have pro-
vided false information on a 
FOID or CCL application to 
determine if an investigation 
and request for charges of 
forgery may be warranted on a 
case-by-case basis.  
nEach zone commander 

has been directed to review 
the most current revocation 
list with local state’s attorneys 
to determine if investigation 

and citation for violation of 
various FOID laws is warrant-
ed on a case-by-case basis.  
nThe Division of Oper-

ations has been directed to 
immediately triage the FOID 
revocation list by zone, de-
velop a plan of action for the 
highest risk individuals, work 
with sheriffs and local police 
to plan enforcement actions as 
appropriate, work with state’s 
attorneys to seek search war-
rants as appropriate and con-
duct ISP-only enforcement 
operations as appropriate.  
nThe Division of Opera-

tions has been directed to plan 
for more specialized enforce-
ment over the long term. In 
late January 2019, the Office 
of the Governor requested 
from ISP the funding, man-
power and new cadet require-
ments necessary to establish 
a potential gun violence task 
force that would include 
FOID related enforcement 
to be submitted as part of 
the budget for FY 2020. That 
proposal was submitted Feb. 
8 and included in the Gover-
nor’s budget proposal.  
nAs part of these efforts, 

Gun Liaison Officers will be 
designated in every investiga-
tive zone to collaborate with 
local law enforcement agen-
cies, coordinate FOID revo-
cation details with an empha-
sis on getting guns out of the 
hands of the most dangerous 
individuals and ensuring in-
formation regarding  is shared 
on an ongoing basis. 

ISP getting serious about FOID offenders

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The loss 
of two congressional seats and 
billions of dollars in federal 
funding are only two of the 
problems facing Illinois if it 
cannot get all of its residents 
to respond to the 2020 census. 

Although the official count 
does not start for another year, 
the federal government and 
state and local governments 
are ramping up their efforts to 
make the next census as accu-
rate as possible. 

Activists, lawmakers and 
community leaders around the 
state, meanwhile, are fighting 
to address all the factors that 
might contribute to an under-
count. 

THE CENSUS
The federal census is con-

ducted every 10 years to count 
population and demographics 
for every household in the U.S. 
The data is used to reapportion 
congressional seats and dis-
tribute more than $800 billion 
in funds for more than 300 fed-
eral programs, according to a 
study by the George Washing-
ton Institute of Public Policy. 

In fiscal year 2016, for exam-
ple, Illinois received more than 
$34.3 billion in federal funds 
for 55 federal spending pro-
grams guided directly by data 
from the 2010 census. 

This is on top of dozens of 
state programs that use census 
data to appropriate money and 
services, including but not lim-
ited to local government unit 
boundaries and redistricting, 
tax credits, agency appropri-
ations and school and infra-

structure needs. 
“It’s everything from schools 

to highways getting paved 
to the information McDon-
ald’s needs to build another 
franchise,” said Jay Young, ex-
ecutive director of nonparti-
san Common Cause Illinois, 
which works on redistricting 
and election reform as well as 
census outreach. 

“If you don’t get counted, 
you don’t exist, and I [the fed-
eral government] don’t need to 
put a qualified health center in 
your community if you don’t 
exist. I don’t need to boost po-
lice presence if you don’t exist,” 
Young said. 

THE 2010 CENSUS
Illinois’ initial response rate 

to the 2010 census was 80.7 
percent, which puts it in the 
middle of the pack compared 
to other states. 

Census workers had to fol-
low up either by mail or in 
person to get responses from 
the other 19.3 percent, and an 
unspecified number of those 
people did not respond at all. 

While the exact undercount 
number is not clear, “it is a 
general consensus that Illinois 
was historically undercounted 
during the 2010 Census efforts 
and data seems to support this 
theory,” according to a Novem-
ber 2018 report by the Illinois 
Complete Count Commis-
sion, a panel of elected officials 
from all over the state created 
to help with census outreach. 

For every one person 
missed, according to the 
George Washington study, Il-
linois lost $953 in federal dol-
lars.

In fiscal year 2015 alone, 
according to the same study, Il-
linois lost $123 million in fed-
eral funding for every 1 percent 
of the population not counted 
in 2010. 

Stacked up over the years, 
the Complete Count Commis-
sion’s report said,  those num-
bers amount to, “the forfeiture 
of billions of dollars in federal 
assistance that aid in the sup-
port of children, veterans, se-
nior citizens, and middle- and 
low-income families, as well 
as...schools, healthcare facili-
ties and infrastructure.” 

But federal dollars are not 
the only loss Illinois faces with 
a census undercount. 

CONGRESSIONAL 
REPRESENTATION

The census also determines 
state representation in Con-
gress. Every 10 years, the fed-
eral government doles out 
congressional seats based on 
the relative size of each state’s 
population. 

Illinois has lost a congres-
sional seat every decade since 
the 1930s, falling to its cur-
rent number of 18. With the 
estimated state population de-
clining over the last five years, 
however, Illinois is all but guar-
anteed to lose another congres-
sional seat after 2020. 

But the state also faces the 
loss of an additional seat – not 
because of people leaving, but 
because of people not respond-
ing to the census. 

“We think we’re so close to 
losing two that it’s within the 
margin that will be controlled 
by the potential undercount,” 
Young said. 

Census puts Congressional seat, 
billions of dollars on the line

GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — The Illi-
nois Department of Transpor-
tation was one among a variety 
of related local and state groups 
to talk about its funding needs 
for Illinois’ next major capital 
bill, which some lawmakers say 
they want by the end of the leg-
islative session. 

These discussions took 
place in a House subcommit-
tee on capital needs Thursday 
morning, one of many gath-
erings held recently where all 
industries relying on sound 
infrastructure in the nation’s 
central transportation hub 
could explain their requests to 
lawmakers. 

While the assortment of sta-
tistics proving it varied, every 
group at Thursday’s two-hour 
hearing agreed that Illinois’ 
infrastructure is in dire need of 

improvements. 
Far and away the largest 

funding requests were from 
IDOT, which Omer Osman, 
the acting state secretary of 
transportation, said needs $13 
to 15 billion over the next 10 
years for the maintenance of 
state roads and bridges, with an 
additional $30 billion for up-
grades and improvements to 
aviation, public transit, freight 
and passenger rail and new 
highways. 

But Todd Maisch, presi-
dent and CEO of the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce, said 
the state risks losing an entire 
construction season if it can’t 
get a capital bill approved long 
before the legislative session 
ends on May 31. 

“IDOT can’t go out for proj-
ect bids until they know exact-
ly what they’ve got in a cap-
ital bill,” Maisch said. “If you 

get into May [without one], 
they’re not going to be able to 
put out project bids until June.” 

Then, Maisch said, extra 
time would be needed for 
IDOT to follow the right 
procedures for planning, pro-
curement and change orders. 
Meanwhile, contractors the 
state uses to complete projects 
couldn’t hire staff until they 
know what they need to do, 
and how much they’ll get for it. 

“And if there’s an early fall,” 
Maisch said, “boom — you 
lost an entire season of con-
struction.” 

Springfield Republican 
Rep. Tim Butler, however, said 
it’s more important to get it 
right than to rush a capital bill 
through. 

“I think it’s certainly no issue 
figuring out what the needs 
are,” said Butler, who has be-
come a leading legislative 

voice for Illinois’ next capital 
bill. “The tougher discussions 
are going to come when we 
talk about how we fund these 
things.” 

Butler said, for that discus-
sion, the governor’s office will 
have to get more involved in 
talks with the legislature.

One option much-discussed 
at Thursday’s hearing was in-
creasing the state’s motor fuel 
tax, which currently sits at its 
1991 level of 19 cents per gal-
lon. Revenue from this tax is 
devoted exclusively to road 
and bridge needs. 

In the past four years, 27 
states have increased their mo-
tor fuel tax. Steve Hall, spokes-
man for the American Council 
of Engineering Companies, 
said Illinois needs to catch up 
to the, “other states that are do-
ing better.” 

“Tax rates applied to fuel 

consumption are dwindling 
because of increased fuel effi-
ciency,” Hall said at Thursday’s 
hearing. “Increasing user fees 
[the gas tax] are absolute-
ly essential because funding 
streams are not keeping pace 
with inflation.” 

Hall, however, was inter-
rupted by Chair Luis Arroyo, a 
Democrat from Chicago, who 
said the committee needed to 
keep hearing about funding 
needs before it considered 
ways to pay for them. 

“Other states have increased 
their gas tax, but that’s not pop-
ular [in Illinois] right now,” 
Arroyo said. “It’s probably not 
a bad idea, but this committee 
will make that decision when 
we start budgeting.” 

Butler, on the other hand, 
said he believes the state can 
pull more money for roads and 
bridges out of the gas pump 

without actually raising taxes. 
On top of the 19-cent gas 

tax, Illinois also charges a 6.25 
percent sales tax on gasoline 
and diesel, the revenue from 
which goes into the state’s main 
checking account like every 
category of sales tax revenue. 

But money in the General 
Revenue Fund is not exclusive 
to state infrastructure spend-
ing. To address this, Butler said 
he thinks the state should take 
the sales tax money from gas-
oline and put it into the same 
lock box that holds the gas tax 
revenues.

Regardless, the legislature is 
not done hearing every group’s 
funding needs for infrastruc-
ture upgrades and replace-
ments. The House Appropri-
ations-Capital committee has 
similar hearings scheduled till 
mid-April, while the Senate has 
its own round of hearings. 

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Illi-
nois law enforcement groups 
want to pump the brakes on 
proposed legislation that 
would do away with a re-
quirement that Illinois cars 
display a front license plate. 

A bill proposed by East 
Dundee Republican Rep. Al-
len Skillicorn would instruct 
the secretary of state’s office 
to issue only one license 
plate to drivers, instead of 
two, for cars, trailers and 
trucks. The plate would at-
tach to the rear of the vehi-
cle.

But removing the front 
plate would make it harder 
for police officers and other 
law enforcement officials to 
do their jobs, said Ed Wo-
jcicki, executive director of 
the Illinois Association of 
Chiefs of Police.

“It would make it much 
more difficult to identify 
people who violate the law,” 
he said.

Opposition also is com-
ing from the Illinois Sheriffs’ 
Association, a spokesperson 
for the organization said, be-
cause the front license plate 
is a, “tool we use in our tool-
box. We don’t need any more 
restrictions.”

The Illinois Tollway Au-
thority also remains op-
posed to the legislation, said 
Senior Communications 
Manager Dan Rozek.

“The loss of the front plate 
would disrupt the technol-
ogy used by the Tollway to 
collect tolls, which often 
relies on matching the front 

plate with the rear plate to 
identify a vehicle,” Rozek 
said.

He said that could jeop-
ardize as many as 3 million 
transactions annually, at a 
loss of more than $6 million 
annually. 

Illinois spends $3.20 to 
manufacture two license 
plates, according to a news 
release from Skillicorn’s of-
fice. Making only one would 
save 60 cents.

“Changing the plate re-
quirement from two to one 
will save the state around 
$800,000,” he said. “Consid-
ering the state’s poor finan-
cial situation, we should be 
looking at everything we can 
to cut costs, and this a good 
option.” 

Skillicorn did not return 
requests for comment.

“We don’t often com-
ment on policy issues that 
are raised as a way of sav-
ing money,” Wojcicki said. 
“In this case, the amount 
of money to be saved is so 
small. When you look at the 
benefits of having a front 
plate, this is a pretty ridicu-
lous way of saving money.”

In an emailed statement, 
a spokesperson from Secre-
tary of State Jesse White’s 
office said, “The secretary of 
state joins law enforcement 
in opposition to this legis-
lation based on the public 
safety concerns voiced by 
the law enforcement groups.”

The legislation is House 
Bill 1623. It will be heard 
in a Vehicle & Safety Com-
mittee hearing at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday.

Election Data Services, 
a consulting firm that an-
alyzes congressional seat 
changes using the Census 
Bureau’s complicated for-
mula for reapportionment, 
issued a report in December 
2018 backing this up. 

Assuming the loss of one 
seat already, Illinois is hold-
ing onto the 435th Con-
gressional seat by a mere 
25,149 to 53,598 people, 
according to EDS. 

That’s less than half of 1 
percent of the state’s popu-
lation, a number that, based 
on county-by-county re-
sponse rates, could reason-
ably be undercounted in the 
next census. 

Illinois’ congressional 
maps will have to be re-
drawn after the census to 
account for one lost seat. 
If a second seat is lost, it 
would require even greater 
changes decided through a 
deeply partisan redistricting 
process carried out by state 
lawmakers that always fa-
vors the party in power.

All three branches of the 
state government are cur-
rently controlled by Dem-
ocrats. 

Illinois would also lose 
two electoral votes, weak-
ening its strength in future 
presidential elections. 

Future installments in 
this series will examine a 
number of bills moving 
through the Legislature and 
specific outreach efforts by 
local governments and or-
ganizations to address the 
factors that make a 2020 
undercount likely. 

License plate 
cutback raises ire

Statewide capital bill unlikely to come by construction season



Glass Show & Sale 
March 9th 10-5 
March 10th 11-4 
Professional antique appraiser on 
site 3/9 
CONCORD PLAZA MIDWEST 
CONFERENCE CENTER 
401 West Lake Street 
NORTHLAKE, IL 
708-655-1702 20-30-40
glasssociety.org

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. 
New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Lamp Repair
Special order fabric and hard 
back lamp shades.
Call for an appointment.
217-493-3333

Powers Bros Construction
*Concrete*
*Demolition*
*Excavating*
*Gravel Drives*
Call 217-419-5393

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. 
Call Robin today.
Open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

INSIDE MOVING SALE
311 W Madison, Paris
Saturday 9th, 
Sunday 10th, 
Monday 11th
9-4

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. 
FAA APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2019 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) Retirees are 
encouraged to apply. To apply, 
please contact George Dallmier 
at (217) 826-6331 or (800) 
635-6327

Nutrien Ag Solutions, an 
agriculture retail center now 
accepting applications for 
spring farming season. Needing 
plant laborers and/or CDL drivers. 
To inquire call 765-665-3090 or 
apply in person at 1468 W US 36, 
Dana IN  47847

Nutrien Ag Solutions, an 
agriculture retail center in 
Dana Indiana is looking for an 
Administrative Assistant for 
handling office tasks, comfortable 
with computers and good 
communication skills. To inquire 
call 765-665-3090 or apply in 
person at 1468 W US 36, Dana IN  
47847

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2019 
planting season: 
Seasonal Facility Labor 
Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL.  (If Interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact George 
Dallmier at (217) 826-6331 or 
(800) 635-6327

HOOF & PAW PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Looking for ground to lease for 
hunting whitetail deer. If 
interested contact Jim at 724 
244 2997.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can be 
included in rent, dep. Washer & 
dryer and AC may be included 
also.  217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice 2br duplex apt 
on east lake.
Washer, dryer dishwasher, 
stove, refrigerator 
$675 month + dep
Call 466-8210 
1yr lease

Very nice 1bd room apt 
$495+dep 1yr lease 
Call 466 8210

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep 
$625M 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 
1 and 2 BR apts.  
Water & trash included.  
Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

ATTENTION: U.S. Military 
Veterans who serviced between 
2003 and 2005. Have you been 
diagnosed with partial or total 
hearing loss or tinnitus? You may 
be entitled to compensation. 
Contact: Attorney Charles H. 
Johnson, 1-800-535-5727

The Paris International 
Thanksgiving Fellowship will 
hold its Annual Meeting on 
Thursday, March 21, 2019; 
4:00 PM.  The public is invited to 
attend.  Contact Mick Michels at 
217-822-1522, leave message and 
phone number if not answered for 
the meeting location.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF ILLINOIS EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
BARBARA SWITZER
Deceased
No. 2019 P 8

CLAIM NOTICE

  Notice is given of the death of  
BARBARA SWITZER .  Letters of 
Office were issued on February 
21, 2019, to JANET BISHOP, 111 
N. Shore Drive, Paris, IL 61944, 
and LANA WINKLER, 312 St. Clair, 
Paris, IL 61944 as Independent 
Co-Executors, whose Attorney 
is S. Craig Smith, Asher & Smith, 
1119 N. Main Street, P.O. Box 340, 
Paris, IL 61944.

  Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before August 23, 2019 (at 
least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed.

Dated this 21st day of February, 
2019.

JANET BISHOP and LANA 
WINKLER, Representatives

Craig Smith
Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of
JOHN STEPHEN GUYMON,
deceased.

No. 2019-P-7

CLAIM NOTICE
 
 Notice is given of the death of 
JOHN STEPHEN GUYMON of 
Paris, Edgar County, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were issued on 
February 21, 2019, to JULIA LYNN 
KELSHEIMER, as Independent 
Executor, 13198 E. 1700th Road, 
Paris, Illinois 61944,  whose attor-
ney is DREW P. GRIFFIN, of JONES 
& GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C., 110 
E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, Paris, 
Illinois 61944.

 Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 

on or before September 4, 2019, 
and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

 DATED this 26th day of February, 
2019.

JULIA LYNN KELSHEIMER, 
Independent Executor of the 
Estate of JOHN STEPHEN 
GUYMON, 
deceased

DREW P. GRIFFIN
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington,  
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OF ILLINOIS    EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN RE: NAME CHANGE OF:
DELORAS ANN DERY,
an Adult.

2019-MR-8

NOTICE

PLEASE BE ADVISED, there will be 
a Court Hearing on my request to 
change my name from DELORAS 
ANN DERY to the new name of 
DELORAS ANN WARD.  The Court 
Hearing will be held on the 23rd 
day of April, 2019, at 9:00 a.m., in 
Court room number 1, of the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois.

Deloras Ann Dery

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY,
PARIS, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of
PERLE KNIGHT,
Deceased.
No. 2019-P-12

CLAIM NOTICE

  Notice is given of the death of 
Perle Knight.  Letters of Office 
were issued on March 7, 2019, to 
Carla Knight, 10148 E. 1950th Rd., 
Metcalf, IL 61940 as Independent 
Executor whose attorney is Karen 
L. Burkybile, 15175 US HWY 150, 
Paris, IL 61944.
  Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 

Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both 
on or before September 9, 2019 
(at least 6 months from the date 
of the 1st publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representatives 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

Dated this 7th day of March, 2019.
Carla Knight,
Representative
Karen L. Burkybile
Attorney at Law
15175 US HWY 150
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-5525
kburkybile@frontier.com

SATURDAY,  
MARCH 9, 2019 11B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

Help Wanted: Executive Director 
The Executive Director of the Human Resources Center of Edgar and 
Clark Counties (for details visit www.hrcec.org) has announced his 
intent to retire effective 8/30/19, and the Board of Directors has begun 
a replacement search. The ideal candidate will have strong communi-
cation skills; extensive knowledge of behavioral health best practices 
and clinical operations; and experience with outpatient mental health, 
prevention, substance use disorder, and rehabilitation services within a 
community setting.  
Key responsibilities include assuring high quality care; regulatory com-
pliance; directing day-to-day agency operations; developing strategic 
plans and procedures in accordance with administrative guidelines; 
achieving budgeted financial objectives; marketing the organization; 
and developing and maintaining positive relationships with local and 
state officials, other organizations, health care providers, and the public.  

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:
1.  Experience with creating and interpreting budgets and key 
business analytics.
2.   Excellent organizational and time management skills.
3.   Master’s degree in psychology, counseling, rehabilitation, social work 
or related area with a minimum of 5 years of experience with services 
for persons with developmental disabilities, mental illness, and/or 
substance use disorders, or related area. In lieu of a Master’s degree, 
a Bachelor’s degree in a related field of study with at least 10 years of 
related work experience (or a current CRSS designation and 15 years of 
work experience) and a minimum of 3 years of supervisory experience 
is required.
4.   Ability to pass background checks and drug screening.
5.   An ability and willingness to work varied schedules and hours, 
including nights and weekends, as required by organizational needs and 
challenges.
6.   Demonstrated leadership experience with an understanding of the 
dynamics of interpersonal relationships and methodologies to solve 
problems.

Interested individuals who meet the minimum qualifications may apply 
by submitting  a Curriculum Vitae and cover letter by email (Search.
Committee@hrcec.org) or U.S. Postal Service (Search Committee, 
Attention Ken Polky, P.O. Box 1118, Paris, IL 61944), on or 
before 4/15/19.

Equal Employment Opportunity/Drug Free Workplace Employer/ 

VEVRAA Federal Contractor

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304 • Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

VINTAGE & STOCK COMICS ONLINE AUCTION
Variety of DC, Marvel, Archie & More!

Feat. Original 1977 Stars Wars #1
Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 

to browse & bid now!
Auction begins to close Wednesday, March 13th @ 4 p.m. IL 

Sunday, March 17th @ Noon IL Time
Consignors include: Mick Armstrong, Fruin, McNary & Others!

Gold Coins, Silver, Quality Furniture, Antiques, Primitives, Collectibles & More!
Live & Online Bidding Available!

Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 
to browse & bid! Lots being added daily!

INVITATION TO BID 

The Edgar County Board is now 
accepting proposals to

 conduct Ambulance services in 
Special Service Area 

No.1 Ambulance District. 
Bid specifications are located at
www.edgarcountyillinois.com or

may be picked up in the 
County Clerk’s Office

 115 W. Court St., Rm J, 
Paris, IL.

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

217-466-7433

Call for dental coverage today
to help save money on big   
dental bills.

This is not just a discount plan.  
This is real dental insurance from 

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 

that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 

cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want –  

  including your own

• Preventive care starts immediately

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

*Individual Plan. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Network providers subject to 
change. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN) Rider kinds B438/B439
6197

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

Call now  
to get this

FREE  
Information Kit

AW19-1032

1-888-986-3194
dental50plus.com/prairie

IT’S  
SATURDAY

TIME TO SIT  
& SAVOR

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216



NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)  
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com

SATURDAY,  
March 9, 2019 12B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

HAVE YOUR SAY

BRIEFLY
Victim sues 
State Police after 
deadly shooting

CHICAGO (AP) — One of 
the people injured in a deadly 
warehouse shooting last 
month is suing Illinois State 
Police, saying authorities 
wrongly let the gunman 
purchase the weapon used in 
the attack.

Henry Pratt Co. employee 
Timothy Williams filed the law-
suit Friday seeking $2 million. 
It says he was shot three times 
after colleague Gary Martin 
opened fire, killing five other 
co-workers.

Martin was killed in a 
shootout with police. His 
state gun license permit was 
revoked in 2014 but authori-
ties say he never gave up the 
handgun he used in the Feb. 
15 shooting. The lawsuit states 
Martin wouldn’t have had the 
gun if state police properly 
followed and implemented 
their internal protocols.

The Chicago Tribune reports 
that Illinois State Police 
declined comment, saying 
they don’t discuss pending 
litigation.

Springfield wants 
to keep Lincoln 
house open amid 
shutdowns

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) 
— Springfield officials have 
approved an ordinance  
allowing  the city to spend up 
to $50,000 to keep Abraham 
Lincoln’s home open during a 
federal government shutdown.

The City Council unani-
mously passed the ordinance 
Tuesday, The State Jour-
nal-Register reported. It gives 
the city the option of using 
lodging taxes to keep the Abra-
ham Lincoln Home National 
Historic Site open for about a 
month.

The ordinance doesn’t 
automatically trigger the 
transfer of funds should a 
shutdown occur, but gives the 
mayor the ability to authorize 
the donation, said city attorney 
Jim Zerkle.

The funds would allow 
the National Park Service to 
staff nine employees Tuesday 
through Sunday for a month, 
said Tim Good, the site’s su-
perintendent. The funds would 
also allow the park to bring 
in additional staffers if there 
was an influx of tour groups or 
maintenance issues, he said.

Ald. Ralph Hanauer ex-
pressed concerns over giving 
the federal government money 
without the guarantee of being 
reimbursed.

“It’s not a good precedent 
to set,” he said.

Ald. Chuck Redpath said the 
expense would be worth it for 
the goodwill the city would be 
showing visitors.

Federal murder 
charges filed in 
death of Illinois 
deputy

ROCKFORD, Ill. (AP) — An 
Illinois man faces federal mur-
der charges in the shooting 
death of a sheriff’s deputy that 
led to an hourslong standoff 
with police along an interstate.

Floyd E. Brown is scheduled 
to appear in court Monday in 
Rockford, where prosecutors 
say he fatally shot a deputy 
working with a U.S. Marshal’s 
Service fugitive task force 
serving Brown an arrest 
warrant.

The Chicago Tribune reports 
Brown remained hospitalized 
Friday. Brown also faces 
first-degree murder charges in 
Winnebago County.

Brown is accused of fatally 
shooting 35-year-old McHenry 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Jacob 
Keltner. Police say Brown then 
fled in a vehicle south before 
it crashed and the standoff 
began. It ended with Brown in 
custody.

Court documents show 
police found other firearms, 
weapons and ammunition in 
the hotel where Brown was 
staying.

Slowdown likely follows growth
Illinois’ economy grew despite less revenue than budget called for; slowdown predicted

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois’ 
economy grew at a faster rate 
than expected in fiscal year 
2019, but government fore-
casters warn of a potential 
economic slowdown as the 
state government prepares to 
pass an operating budget for 
FY2020. 

At the Illinois House Reve-
nue and Finance Committee 
meeting Thursday, Clayton 
Klenke, executive director 
of the Commission on Gov-
ernment Forecasting and 
Accountability, said Illinois’ 
growth in the 2018 calendar 
year should be considered as 
good as it gets. 

“There’s not a whole lot of 
consensus that it will get any 
better than we are currently 
experiencing,” he said. 

Even so, Klenke said, by the 
end of the fiscal year, the state 
will have collected $184 mil-

lion less than was accounted 
for during the enactment of 
the FY19 budget. The total 
collected was estimated at 
$35.3 billion, while the FY19 
budget anticipated $35.5 bil-
lion in revenue. 

That’s because $300 million 
in revenue budgeted for the 
sale of the James R. Thomp-
son Center in Chicago never 
materialized, and only $250 
million of a budgeted $800 
million in revenue resulting 
from inter-fund transfers was 
executed in the fiscal year.

The deficit was partially 
offset by greater-than-expect-
ed tax revenues, Klenke said. 
When the fiscal year ends on 
June 30, Illinois will have col-
lected an estimated $450 mil-
lion more than anticipated in 
income tax revenue and $84 
million more than expected 
in sales tax revenue when the 
FY19 budget was approved.  

Looking ahead to 2020, 

Klenke said an aggregation 
of economic forecasts pre-
dicts nation-wide economic 
growth of 2.5 percent in 2019 
and 1.9 percent in 2020, down 
from 2.9 percent growth in 
2018. 

Klenke said potential tariffs 
and trade issues with China 
could have a negative effect 
on Illinois’ economy. Illinois 
is the fifth largest U.S. export-
er, and China is one of the top 
three countries that import 
from Illinois.

“According to Moody’s 
Analytics, remaining trade 
tensions between the U.S. and 
China, along with new tariffs 
possibly impeding growth 
in exports to China, have 
complicated the outlook for 
exports, especially on agricul-
ture and commodities,” the 
report said. 

With those estimates, Klen-
ke said projected revenue for 
FY20 is about $38.2 billion, 

which is about $140 million 
less than FY19 revenues. De-
spite the lower total, Klenke 
said actual growth of base 
funding, minus one-time rev-
enues and transfers, is about 
$800 million. 

“It’s a slowdown from 
where we’re seeing things 
headed this year, but it’s still 
pretty decent,” he said. 

There’s a difference of ap-
proximately $717 million 
from the Governor’s Office 
of Management and Budget 
revenue estimates and those 
of the Commission. Klenke 
said the difference is only 
$81 million once Pritzker’s 
added revenue proposals for 
fees related to sports betting 
and marijuana licenses, a bags 
tax and other streams are ac-
counted for. 

All of those revenue 
streams would require action 
from the Legislature in order 
to take effect. 

Klenke also said an added 
$1.21 billion in revenue pro-
posed by Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
would not all go to the general 
revenue fund. 

“That figure is comprised 
of essentially three buckets,” 
he said. 

Approximately $577 mil-
lion would go directly to the 
general revenue fund, while 
a managed care organization-
al assessment worth $390 
million would be separate, 
as would $65 million raised 
from cigarette and e-cigarette 
taxes. Another $89 million 
from a graduated tax on video 
gaming would go to a capital 
projects fund. 

Klenke said those would 
be used to offset pressures on 
the general revenue fund, but 
cannot be counted as general 
fund revenues. 

Pritzker’s budget is subject 
to change upon negotiations 
with the General Assembly. 

PRITZKER PRESENTS HIS STRATEGY

Jerry Nowicki/Capitol News Illinois 

Gov. J.B. Pritzker speaks at a press conference from his Illinois State Capitol office Thursday, March 7, while proposing rates 
for a graduated income tax structure he says will help eliminate the state’s $3.2 billion structural budget deficit.

Pritzker releases new rates
BY JERRY NOWICKI
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Democratic Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker framed Illinois’ $3.2 billion 
structural budget deficit as having three 
possible solutions Thursday, March 7: 
a 15 percent across-the-board cut to 
state spending, including education; a 
20 percent income tax increase on every 
Illinoisan; or his preferred solution of a 
graduated income tax structure, which 
he claims will lower taxes on 97 percent 
of Illinoisans. 

At a press conference in his office, 
Pritzker laid out the first public rate struc-
ture for the graduated income tax, which 
was a frequent talking point of his suc-
cessful gubernatorial campaign. He de-
tailed a proposal to lower rates for earn-
ers pulling in less than $250,000 while 
raising an estimated $3.4 billion in added 
revenue by hiking up the rate on income 
over $250,000. 

“People like me should pay more, and 
people like you should pay less,” Pritzker, 
whose net worth is estimated at $3.2 bil-
lion, told a room full of reporters. 

Ultimately it would be up to the voters 
as to whether the graduated tax structure 
can become law. If three-fifths of the Gen-
eral Assembly votes to put the proposed 
constitutional amendment on a ballot, 
the public will have a chance to vote on 
the measure in November 2020. 

If a majority of those voting in the elec-
tion, or 60 percent of those voting on the 
question, want a graduated tax, the Legis-
lature will then have the authority to im-
plement Pritzker’s proposed rates or ones 
of its choosing. 

Opponents said if the voters approve 
the amendment to change Illinois’ flat 
tax — which is currently 4.95 percent — 
there’s no telling whether the rate struc-
ture remains favorable to middle-class 
earners in the future. 

“The General Assembly, with support 
from Governor Pritzker, would further 
increase the tax rates in the future,” Rep. 
David McSweeney, R-Barrington Hills, 
said. “You would really have to trust Gov-
ernor Pritzker and Illinois politicians to 
set fair tax rates, which I don’t.”

Pritzker’s current proposed rates 
would range from 4.75 to 7.95 percent, 
and anyone making less than $250,000 
per year would see their taxes decrease 
under the plan. The details came in an 
8-page packet containing the basics of his 
proposal, which is not yet on file as offi-
cial legislation. 

The taxes would be applied margin-
ally, meaning 4.75 percent rates would 
be applied to an earner’s first $10,000 of 
income, a 4.9 percent rate would apply to 
the next $90,000 of income, and a 4.95 
percent rate would apply to an earner’s 
income from $100,001 to $250,000. 

According to the plan, that means 
taxpayers in those brackets would pay a 
lower rate than Illinois’ current 4.95 per-
cent rate which applies to every penny of 
income.  

A 7.75 percent tax would take effect for 
income between $250,001 and $500,000, 
and a 7.85 percent rate would apply to an 
earner’s next $500,000, up to $1 million. 

But it’s the plan for the highest bracket 
that led Illinois Chamber of Commerce 
President Todd Maisch to call the plan a 

millionaire’s tax, which he said will drive 
high-income earners out of the state: 
When an earner hits $1 million of in-
come, every penny they bring in would 
be taxed at a 7.95 percent rate. 

“There’s always a need for more money, 
especially when you think about the fact 
that you’re squeezing more than $3.4 bil-
lion out of those high earners, how many 
are going to stick around to pay that tab?” 
Maisch said. “That tab then has to get 
pushed down the scale and we see it in 
other states. It always starts out as a mil-
lionaire's tax, always ends up a tax on the 
middle class.” 

Jerry Nowicki/Capitol News Illinois

Gov. J.B. Pritzker speaks at a press con-
ference from his Illinois State Capitol 
office Thursday, March 7. At the press 
conference, Pritzker proposed rates for 
a graduated income tax structure he 
says will help eliminate the state’s $3.2 
billion structural budget deficit.

BY JERRY NOWICKI
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A 
bill levying a 7-cent tax on 
plastic and paper shopping 
bags advanced out of the 
state Senate’s revenue com-
mittee Wednesday with its 
sponsor promising to bring 
an amended proposal back 
to the committee in the 
coming weeks. 

There was unanimous 
approval to advance the 
bag tax, Senate Bill 1240, 
from five Democrats and 
two Republicans present at 
the committee. 

The bill’s sponsor, state 
Sen. Terry Link, a Waukeg-
an Democrat, said the leg-
islation would be amend-
ed after negotiations with 
Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker’s office. 

Pritzker’s proposed bud-
get includes $20 million in 
anticipated revenue from 
the tax. 

“I’m working with the 
governor’s office to get the 
bill that they want and we 
want together,” Link said. 

Link’s bill in its current 
form levies a 7-cent tax, 
with 2 cents being kept 
by the retailer to cover the 
costs of implementing the 
tax. 

The other 5 cents would 
be collected by the state, 
with 2 cents going direct-
ly to the general revenue 
fund and another 3 cents 
deposited in the Checkout 
Bag Tax fund, which would 
fund solid waste man-
agement programs in the 
counties in which the tax 
was collected. 

Link said these distribu-
tions of the revenue would 
be subject to change after 
negotiations.  

The bill excludes the mu-
nicipalities of Chicago, Oak 
Park and any other munici-
pality which had a bag tax 
on the books as of Feb. 1, 
2018. The tax in SB 1240 
is currently structured the 
same as Chicago’s tax.   

“We wouldn’t want to 
add 7 cents on top of their 
already 7 cents,” Link said. 

Bag tax 
advances 
out of 
Senate

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
number of African-American 
students enrolled at public col-
leges and universities in Illinois 
has fallen nearly 26 percent in 
recent years, while enrollment 
among other minority groups 
increased.

Those figures were con-

tained in the most recent analy-
sis of underrepresented groups 
in the state’s higher education 
system, which was delivered 
to the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education on Tuesday.

“We’ve done studies in the 
past and typically, students 
have difficulty as far as financ-
ing college,” Arthur Sutton, IB-
HE’s deputy director of diver-

sity and outreach, said of the 
latest numbers. The latest an-
nual report examined the five-
year period from 2013 to 2017. 
During that period, enrollment 
among African-American stu-
dents in Illinois fell 25.9 per-
cent, to 54,370 students.

Over that same period, 
enrollment among Hispan-
ic students grew 6 percent, 

to 95,167. Asian student en-
rollment grew 1.9 percent, to 
28,745, and enrollment among 
all other underrepresent-
ed groups, including Native 
Americans, Pacific Islanders 
and disabled individuals, grew 
5.1 percent, to 12,439.

The decline in Afri-
can-American enrollment was 
especially sharp in the state’s 

community colleges, which 
saw drops of just more than 
30 percent. The drop-off was 
less extensive among under-
graduates at public universities, 
where African-American en-
rollment fell 14 percent.

The report also detailed 
wide racial and ethnic dispar-
ities when it comes to com-
pleting a college education.

Black college enrollment down sharply; community colleges hit


	A001 PP030919
	A002 PP030919
	A003 PP030919
	A004 PP030919
	A005 PP030919
	A006 PP030919
	A007 PP030919
	A008 PP030919
	A009 PP030919
	A010 PP030919
	A011 PP030919
	A012 PP030919
	B001 PP030919
	B002 PP030919
	B003 PP030919
	B004 PP030919
	B005 PP030919
	B006 PP030919
	B007 PP030919
	B008 PP030919
	B009 PP030919
	B010 PP030919
	B011 PP030919
	B012 PP030919

